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ar their a un and future 5 is «the. 


| buſineſs of the firſt Six Sermons. And as the 
efficacy of theſe principles for producing 


(untentment, depends on the ſtrength of our 
flüth in the pe 


rfections and moral Providence 
of God, T have endeavoured in the Two fol- 
OR. to owe: theſe 1 in an 00 and convin- ", 
Fam enidddrrageds to EY theſs Diſearſes 
to the Publick, by the acceptance with which- 


ers. Tothem'therefore they are now dedicated; | 
 whoaredefired to. accept them as an inſtance 
of my hearty concern, that, they may pes 
tdis life with all de ſireable ſatisfaction, as well 
ay arrive at the compleat happineſs of a better. 
- May 1 be: allowed: alſo to expreſs. here the 


great pleaſure I take, in this encouragement: 
which they give to a Minifter of the Goſpel, 
neglecting party notions and doubtful ſpecu- 
lations,” to/uifift upon, and recommend thoſe 
great and uncontroverted truths, of whichthe 
immediate tendency is to make men happy 
at preſent, and prepare them for the world: 
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and large, and the. preſent ſtate is fa fall Wo 


_ uncertainty, diſappointment,” and afflictions, 
that it is vain to hope or attempt to be happy, 


by bringing our external condition and cif- 
cumſtances to be in every reſpect agreable 9 


to our wiſhes. Besides, as we ate on our 
ttial for life eternal, could we do this, it 
would not upon the whole be beſt for us; 
God has therefore wiſely and kindly put it 
out of our power. The only way then left 
to make ourſelves eaſy is this, to conform 

our mind to our condition whatever it be, 

cheatfully to diſcharge. the duties, enjoy the | 


ſiatisfactions, and bear and improve the af- 


flictions attending it, as all appointed by God 
infinitely wiſe and good, and as upon the 
whole beſt for us— to ſearn, like St. Paul, in 
whatſoever ſtate we are, to be therewith con- 


tent. Nor let us think this an attainment 


too high for us, ſince we may be raiſed to 
it as he was, by the religion, the example, 
and the ſpirit . of Chriſt ; and, like the A-= 
poſtle, © be able to do all things through —_— 
| woo frengtheneth. „ / 
Whe word which we. render content, c- 
s ſignifies to be ſelf-ſufficient. This t tem- 
per, when recommended to us as our duty, 
muſt not be underſtood. in a ſtrict ſenſe; for 
| thus underſtood it belongs only to the almigh- 
ty and alſufficient God. Nor muſt we ex- 
| n this is Jef Melee, a5 ſoppoling an in- 
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nde on God or o a In the 3 
Er ee the Apo Ales exhorts the Phi- 
 lipptans,” in order to firs: this peaceful ſtate” 
of mind, to be careful for nothing, but in e— 
very thing by prayer © and ſupplicution, with * 
thankſgiving, to make known their requeſts unto 
Cod. And when he declares he could do all” 
things, he modeſtly ſubjoins, through Chriſt 
rengthenetb "me. This ſelf-ſufficience \ 
therefore - muſt be meant only as oppoſed to 
our external circumſtances, and to the con- 
duct of ro? men towards us wbarſbeuer 
our fate be, anberber ur abound or ſuffer” 
need, be proſperovs or alfficted, honoured or 
reviled niir 148-20 505 0 MEAL 160510 | 5 
That chriſtian then is f fia or cr. 13 
tent in the language of St. Paul, Who ex? | 
pects and derives his main happineſs from. God: 
and from himſelf, from His on good tem- 2 
per and right conduct. Who firmly believing " 
_ all the events and eirtumſtances of his life — 
to be appointed or overtaled by the ſuprem 
wiſdom and goodneſs for anſwering the beſtt 
urpoſes; is poet's ſollicitous to do lis duty, 
ppre e himſelf to God, and prepare himſelf 
for enjoying comp lead and never- ding! bap- „ 
pineſt in a ſtate beyond the grave! Who 
whatever 0 circumſtances be, — 1 0 
his duty, is thankful for the bleſſings of 
heaven! and de; the trials and affliftions of 
fe with an eaſy reſignation and à calin ſe :- 
[= man. Who murmurs not againRt God, nor : 
B A 51:7, 06n'Þ ages 
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rages st bers who may be the bi 
af his ſufferings and who deſponds not, al- 
tbaugh his trials may be long and ſeyers ; but 
committing himſelf unto: God in + 
plealingly expects the end of his faith and 
hope, bis full ſalvatien pf; everlaſting; heppi- 
neſs in God's heavenly kingdom; and. poſſeſt 
by this gletious hope, caqunts Da 
E this, prigfent time not war thy: ie 4 e e 
with the glory that ſhalt be reveal. 
Tbis 5 general view of this — 
diſpoion which We are — — cultivate, and 
on our leatning whigh depend, in a great de- 
grec, ont oun preſent: ſatisfsction, the peace 
of our families, ad of all who are cꝗnter- 
ſamt wich uus, the credit of ourichtifiian.pro- 
al bleſſedneſs 1 ſines the. | 
Fra; of God prevailing. in our beats: here, is 
one of the beſt pregaratives for our enjaying 
the perfect peace and everlaſting falicity of 
heaven? Ta aſfiſt qe therefore 61m 
it, L hall giſtinctiy explain and, Rrongly: fe- 
commend it, repreſenting, : che principal tag · 
ſons for iti and metixees de 5 e ο . 
chitingte ; and may God bless das 
be offegeq to. teach vs: all this ich portant Jeſs: 
ſons in whatſoever fidterapecares therewith to 
b contents The ſubject: concerns us all, nt wt 
ther. rich qr poor, profperous or aſfatgau and 
though Centeniment may ſeem. hardeſtrta be 
"I ee Ine es,” it wil * = 
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| haps be found as difficult to practiſe 
ſom in affluence and proſperity, and more 
uncommon amongſt them. Fhe views and 
their 
ts Loftened by in · 
dulgencs alias loſs able to bear the leaſt 
rough accident. or eroſs event. Phe mor 
ments are, the imbre are the ways 
Warns, which-grief and difippot t 
enter and torment their bofoms.” It may 
egen we 2, veceſſary 10 teach thole-who 


need, and require all ade: application and 
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5 be of. chriJtian;Contentment. And although 
| laws and; example.of Chriſt oblige; 558 
tber ver Rate. 2 
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j that aa be abfolu 
rent: as to e or Schneſs;) han 2 
pleaſure, want or abundance. On the contra - 
325 the war; h.,and;- rewardableneſs df: this 
virtue are founded in the natutab diſagrea- 
* tele of of pain, 2 
feflingdi. em to be diſagreable iet not- 
withſtanding this, preſetving a haar licom- 
pofure of mind, andi an ey refigpatio * 
the divine Providence. There d was | inde 


—_—_ O01  _ —- „ 7 


F. 


4 


. © Chriſtian Seen. 7 

ſect of heathen philoſophers, the * Stoics, | 
who from a conviction of the greateſt ſu- 
ö periority in worth of moral goodneſs above 


Li Ain enjoyments, and of the much greater 


malignity of moral than of ſenfible evils ; and 
from an obſeryation that external proſperity 
oy often poſſeſt by bad men, while pover- 

„ bodily ſufferings, and the like, were the 
1 of the virtuous, were led to maintain this 
very ſtrange aſſertion, contrary to the natural 
apprehenſions and common feelings of man- 
en That pain, ſickneſs, want, and re- 

« proach were things quite indifferent; and 
« eaſe, health, abundance, and reputation 
c were no more to be accounted goods than 
te the other evils.” But this was talking in 
an extravagant ſtrain, and which the natural 
affections of the human mind, and its ne- 
ceſſary feelings while it is united to an ani- 
mal body, will ever prove to be falſe. Our 
bleſſed Lord, who like us partook of fle 9 
and blood, and was in all things tempted, ' or 
tried and afflicted, as we are, requires no duch 
impoſſibilities from his diſciples, as to be e- 
qually pleaſed with ſickneſs and health, pain 
and eaſe, want and a ſapply. On the con- 
trary, his example allows us to feel, and to 
expreſs a ſtrong averſion to reproach, tor- 
ture, and death, provided that we maintain 
a much ſtronger averſion to ſin and diſobe- 
| dience; ; and u our ſubmiſſion to God, 
1 8 Iove 
FS ons - See Cicero! Paradoxes. © Heb, ii, 14. iv. 15. 
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8 by the Meth: my 

love of out ary” and preference of 1 th e F! 
factions of a good conſcience ; of hope in 

_ Gd, and bright views of immortal bleſſed- 
gel, be greatly ſuperior to our avetſions and 
fears of external evils, - Hisf foul was exceed- 
ing forrowful at the near view of his laſt ſuf- 
 ferihgs; and he prayed earneſtly unto God, 
faying, O my Father, if it be Poſſible, kt 


is cup pa 17 me!” Fet fill! you ſee ſub- 


mii on to Father, concern to finiſh his 
great work, and the joy ſet before him, pier 
vailed ; for he adds, nevertheleſs not as T will, 
bur as thou wilt. O-my Father, if this cup 
may not paſs away from me, except 1 drink it, 
| thy will be done 

We may therefore like health better than 
fickneſs, caſe than pain, and a compe- 


tency than want, and yet be contented a- 


midſt pain and affliction; if after all, reſig- 


nation to God, the pleaſures of a good. con- 


ſcience, and our heavenly hopes, prevail in 
our judg ments and in our hearts, over the 
difagreable ſenſations arifing from our bo- 


dies, and from without, prevent all mur- 


| muring, and preſerve us chearful in out 
ſpirits, thankful to God, eaſy to thole about 
us, and ſtedfaſt in the Practice of our duty. 
As a conſequence from hence, 
2. Chriſtian. Contentment 4580 not debar 
us from in any prudent and lawful 


fo means, to free our elves from want and ſuf- 
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„ or to procure the conveniencies of life. 


| cn Lord directs us to pray for aur daily 
read, and to be thlivered from evil; and 
piromiſes, that if we ſeek firſt the kingdom of 


| God, and his righteouſneſs, the real bleffings 
of life ſhall be added unto us. And h St. Paul, 
than whom none more chearfully and con- 
tentedly endured loſſes, wants, and perſecu- 
tions for the ſake of Chriſt, and whoſe” tem- 
per amidſt theſe was akvays rejoicing ; yet 

he pleaded his privilege as a Roman citizen to 


prevent his being fcourged, commended: the 


_ Philippians for ſupplying. bim in priſon, ap- 


pealed to Czar to ſecure his life from the 


malice of the Fes, and prayed earneſtly to 


be delivered from the thorn in bis fleſh! He 


commands chriſtians alſo juſt before the 


Text, in every thing by prayer and ſupplication, 


with thankſgiving, 10 in their requeſts 
known unto God. And as St. James directs 
us when afflicted, to: pray y, St. Paul men- 
| tions inſtances of God's delivering perſons: 
from bodily evils, in anſwer to their prayers. 
He preſcribes, in another place, diligence in 
our callings, that we may be able to give 10 
them who are in want, and adviſes Timothy" 


to have regard to his health. If we there- 


fore are ſick, or in pain, we may, without 


5 mere the clays: of diſcontent, pray ear- 


rt) «Q's bel neſtly 


1 Matcb. vi. 2 * 2 Cor. vi. 10. Ads xxii. 
' 25+ Phil. iv. 14. Acts xxv. 10. 2 Cor. xii. 8. James v. 5 
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neſtly to God for health and eaſe, and uſe 
proper medicine and exerciſe in order to our 


recovery. If we are in ſtrait circumſtances, 


we may by humble prayer commend our 
honeſt diligence and care to the divine bleſ- 
fing, for procuring. the ſupports and conve- 


niencies of life. All that chriſtian Content- 
ment requires of us is this, that our main 


concern ſhould be to preſerve and improve 


the health of our ſouls, to ſecure the riches 


of conſcious goodneſs, of the divine appro- 


| bation, and of a good title to never-ending fe- 
| licity. That our principal ſatisfactions ſhould 
be derived from our ſucceeding herein; and 


that as to the other purſuit, if God ſhould 
ſee it beſt after all. to diſappoint us, and fix 
us in a poor and afflicted condition, we ne- 


ver inwardly find fault with his Providence; $ 
but firmly believing, * that all things ſhall 
work together for good to them that love God, 


we proceed chearfully in. the diſcharge of 
our duty, and in queſt of that ſtate of com- 
pleat and everlaſting bleſſedneſs; weighed, 


againſt which, all the afflictions and evils. of | 
this mortal life, are Tight, and but. 1 4 


moment. 


II. To a more diſtinet deſenption "of this 
excellent anon, being contented i in what- 
. : "z ſoever 
* Rom. viii. 28. 1 2 Cer. i iv. 17. : Y 


n theſe obſervations, that L - 
- . OL en I advance, _. | 


r * 
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Chriftian Contentment. ' 11 
fever Pate we are. In order to this I 
would, 1. Repreſent the truths or principles 
| _ ot the full belief and habitual perſuaſion of 

Which chriſtian Contentment is founded. And, 
2. The effects which thoſe principles wil 


Wl; produce i in our temper and conduc, 


If we would be content amidſt pain, -afflic- 
tion, and want, we muſt over-rule the in- 


fluence of ſenſe: - and filence the clamours of 


inclination and paſſion ; and, to effect this, 
muſt call in the aid of Reaſon and Faith, and 

keep preſent to our minds in all their evi- 
dence thoſe principles, which demonſtrate 
the reaſonableneſs of this temper, and, by the 
divine bleſſing, will raiſe us to it. And the 

principles, the firm perſuaſion of which will 
moſt of any thing contribute to form us to 
Contentment, are the four following. 
1. That all the events of the world, as 
well proſperous as afflictive, are directed and 
over- ruled by God, infinitely wiſe and good, 

in the beſt manner, and for the beſt ends. 
It was this conſideration that calmed. the. 
mind of Fob, and made him reſigned and 
thankful amidſt the heavieſt afflictions, that 
erer fell upon mortal man. He regarded the 
ſtorm which killed his children, not merely 
as an accidental effect of a blind natural cauſe; 
and the murder of his ſervants, and the 
plunder of his ſubſtance, not as the mere 5 
effects of the uncontrouled violence of the 
Caldeans and Sabeans, but zs events im- 
* . mediately 


e 
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mediately ditected or over-ruled+ by God's 
all- wiſe Providence; and he was inabled to 
eexpreſs the nobleſt ſentiments of piety and 
: reſignation, ® The Lord. gave, and the Lora 
bath taken away; Bleſſed be the name of 
' the Lord. We muſt therefore, like this an- 
tient Saint, firmly believe, that both good 
and evil proceed out of the mouth of the moſt 
High; that it is God 9avho forms the light, and 
creates darkneſs ; who makes peace, and creates 
evil. | That afflition cometh not forth f the 
duft ; but is either a trial or chaſtening ap- 
pointed by the Lord; from whom comerh 
doum alſo every good gift; whoſe tender mere. 
cies are over all his works, That à ſparrow 
Jalletb not to the ground without our heavenly 
Father ; all whoſe paths are mercy and truth 
to them- who fear him, and 1 45 heep bis 
covenant; Who is righteous in all his ways, 
and holy in all bis works. And theſe ſenti- 
ments are not more pious and e chan 
they are tenſonableee | 
It is evident to Reaſon, that the matter of 5 
the world, in itſelf blind and motionleſs, it 
unmoved and Uunguided by God, could no 
more continue its beauty and froitfulneſs, than 
it could form itſelf into ſuch a world at firſt. 
As our bodies are matiifeſtly the produQtions 
of. the divine fill, and our ſpirits the of<. 
3 Heine of e it is TO that o our ener in- 
| bat 1. „ Ta iii. 38. 11 xlv. 7 1 v. 6 6. 
Paal. XXV. 1 cal; 17. Jaines i. 17. Marth x. 29, 
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to li ſe is under his immediate: direction; as 8 

our natural genius and abilities, the circum- 
ſtances of our birth, the bealthineſs or fickli= 
© neſs of our conſtitution, the affluence or want 
- amidſt, which we are born, and all that 2e- 

_. cefſarily flows from hence, are the immediate 

appointment of God. 
what we experience, we. ſhall as clearly ſee, 
tat in the exerci/e of our 
body and mind, we are all conſtantly depen- 


If we reflect alſo on 
powers, both of 


dent upon God; without whom we cannot 
lift a hand, ſpeak a word, or form a deſign ; 


his all-wiſe direction and influence · being ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to preſerve the regular ac- 
tion of both. That although we are left ſo 
far by God to the liberty of our own choice, 
as to be moral and accountable agents, yet we 


muſt be ſtill under. the controul of our ſu- 


preme governor, and can ſpeak or do nothing, : 
: box what he for wiſe and good reaſons per- 
mits. | 
from the grand and beautiful world he. 
| hath framed, and keeps i 
the numberleſs varieties of creatures which 
he hath made and 
nitely wiſe and good, can permit nothing 
which it is not upon the whole be/} to per- 
mit, and do nothing but what it is beft ſhould. 
be done, worthy the moſt 
and unbounded and everlaſting goodneſs. 
All Aiſcontent ſuppoſes hurt and wrong 1 


Who. being, as abundantly appears 


perfect e 


or that things ah 24 Have been better or- 


in order, and from 


provided for, infi- ; | 
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dered. But can we ever ſoberly nk, that 
the God who freely gave us our being, and 
all we enjoy, is capable of injuring us? Can 
we ever conceit that things could be better 
ordered, than they are by all- comprehenſive 
and unerring wiſdom and perfect goodneſs? 
That a God poſſeſſed of theſe perfections can 
ſuffer any thing to be done under bis eye 
' which ought not to have been ſuffered? Or 
that any power of natural cauſes, or of 
wicked agents, can over-bear his omnipo- 
tence, and effect what he is not pleaſed to 
permit? Muſt not he therefore be reſigned : 
and contented, who ſteddily believes, that 
whether his lot be afflictive or ptoſperous, it 
zs aſſigned him by the wiſeſt of Beings and 
ihe beſt of Fathers? Are then our patience, 


ſubmiſſion, meekneſs, and the like virtues, 
ſeverely tried by fickneſs, pain, or by the un- 


kind and injurious conduct of others? The 
wiſdom of God faw it beſt that we ſhould be 
thus tried, and we have only to approve. 
- ourſelves and be happy. Are we puniſhed 
for our favlts by Tiſuſes: wants, or diſap- 
pointments? The medicine, though rough, 
was neceſſary for reſtoring the health of our 


ſouls, or the wiſdom of God had not pre- 


ſeribed it; and if we conform to his deſign, ; 
and amend, we ſhall be happy. Muſt not 
he, who thoroughly believes, and often con- 

5 N We e ey certain ns oath God's 

| | | 8 uni- 0 


| 
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8 for cane to them that love him. A full 
perſuaſion of the former truth will convince 


us, that we have, and can have no reaſoi to 


complain; and a like belief and conſidera- . 


tion of this will ſatisfy us, that we can have 


no femptation to be uneaſy and diſcontented. 


We might be tempted to think, that though 


2 God appointed or directed was beſt 90 
4 whole, yet ſome other, appointment, 


3 a r different ſituation might have been ber- 
ter for us. Whereas we are from hence aſ- 
ſured, that if we /ove:God; and keep! bis com- 
mandmenis, and uſe, well the underſtanding 
and active powers which he hath given us; 
if we truſt in the Lord, and do good, we ſhall 
_ dwell in the land, and verily we: ſpall be fed. 
That if ue delig bt ourſebves: in the: Lord; he 
well give u the deferes' of our bearts. That 
ue commit our way unto the. Lord, and truſt 
ini bim, be will bring it u paſi. That in the 
comprehenſive words of our Lord, e nt 4 
bair of our head ſball periſb, being all: num. 
bered. by God. And if we ſeek firſt tbe king 
_ dom of God, and bis righteouſneſs, he will — Ä 
to us every real good. That the Lord God 
uiilll be a ſun, and a ſhield ;\ that tbe: Lord will, 
e n * glg, , and 01 ny hold no good 
thing 
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thing from them that wall uprigbtly. 2 Oar - 
conver ſation | therefore ſhould be :woithout: coves © 
tonſueſs, and we content” with ſuch. rhmgs as we 
babe; for he hatb f a, 1 will never n, 
thee, nar for ſale tber. 
T beſe encouraging -truths en ate fo 
. well fitted to produce a conftant: en 
contentedneſs in every condition, are not only 
thus expreſsly aſcertained to us by divine Ne- 
velation; but have alſo the appfobation- t 
oun *-1mpartial Reaſon, ſeriouſly reflecting on 
the unbounded wiſdom; goodneſs; and power 
of an every- where preſent God, the moral 
governor of the world. How can ſuch a 
Being otherwiſe than delight in the groateſt | . 
improvement, 28 and happineſs" of 
bis rational Auer And as be certain) 
__ all cauſes and events, how dan he fa 
of directing all in a manner moſt ee e 
to the imptovement and happineſs of th 
ious, benevolent, and Wenne Would not 
is acting otherwiſe: argue a wee ee in 
wiſdom or goodneſs? Which with no pre- 
tende or appearance of Reaſon can de imputad 
to an infinite and all perfect mind 0 oh 
It is readily granted, that if we, by groſs. 
rudence, . idleneſs, or vice, -inyolve' our- 
ſelzes in evils; (God may ſee it beſt/by theſe 
0 puniſ us ee order to malte us 
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= That 2 tas” 1 is confiflent v, 1th Got 
governing by fixed general Jas, fee proved in 2 Sermon on 
\ al. . 15. 3 and following. . : 
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i W a ald ting bed . fr x us. i we. +1 
not emp, nh; We.. 


| hough e diſeipline, he prevents 
our our final tuin. Whereas if we mean well, 
and according to out beſt apprebenſions, 
ly, endcavour te pleaſe: God, do good to 
lily. purſue our on true hap- 
-pineſs. and hereafter,” we have, from 
the e expreſs and repeated ic eclarations in Scrip- 
; 's peculiar Providence, over the 
ſufficient foundation. for b e 


cuth ned. one of the... 
N 9 *, Genen to wagifeſt 


& tows 5 | 


890 © #* 


bis Life «by Mii 370 Vol. II. p 
Wt, Rom. vii. 18, * 


28 . of the IE! of + 

God be for us, can be-againſt 4 n 
that the Hy veg F this preſent time, are 
not <vortby to be hs with the glory that 
ball be revealed, Tam perſuaded, that neither 
death, nor life, non angelt, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor thing. preſent, nor things to 
come, nor heigbt, nor depth, ſhall be able to 
ſeparate us from the Ns of God, which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. Would we —_— 
enter into theſe ſentiments, beſides fully be- 
lie ving theſe truths, we muſt alſo-thoroughly 
underſtand and reliſn the two following; viz. 

3. That the ſatisfactions of goodneſs and 
de of an approving conſcience and of 
hope i in God, are by far the moſt valuable 
eſſions; and contribute more to the ap- 

pineſs of the preſent life, chan any outward 
circumſtances or acquiſitions. External good 
and evil, or the objects without us, Which 
make agreable or diſagreable impreſſions 
upon us, are very much out of our power. 
Hence ariſes diſcontent in their boſoms, Who 
expect their main happineſs from theſe; be- 
cauſe they cannot command and i of 
them according to their inclination. On the 
- contrary; the pleaſures of virtue and piety, as 
they ariſe from within, from our own tem- 
5 85 and conduct, are moſt of any thing in 
our o.]-ðõ power. To be content therefore, 
 aurageers, ſatisfied from ourſelues, we mu l 
expect and derive our main ſatisfactions from 

ons: eee ems and conduct, from the 
e eee  conſcioul- | 
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FE cſi of theſe, and our conſequent. 
hopes in the divine benignity. St. Paul who had 
attained this happy diſpoſition, Contentment 
in every ſtate, informs us theſe were his moſt 
valued ſatisfactions. 


entioning the trou - 


bles he had ene meg in Ala, by which 


he was preſſed above meaſure, ſo that 1 5 even 


deſpaited of life, he adds, But our rejoicing 
1 this, the teſtimony of our Conſcience, that. 


| im fimplicity and godly fincerity, not by fleſhly. 
wiſdom, but by the grace of God, we Love 


bad our converſation in the world. - | 
Would we, like St. Paul, be "hearful 2 


10 reſigned. i in every condition, we muſt hearti- 
y believe that 'ovr ſouls are ourſelves, and the 
| improv 1 
proper excellence and bappineſ. That to 
advance in the knowledge of God and of his 
works, to have new and noble truths ſtill 5 
opening upon our minds, entertaining ur.” - 
_ underſtandings, and exalting our affections, 
Io conlider ourſelves as the continual 


ments and pleaſures of the mind our. 


charge of God's kind Providence, in order to 


enjoy the 


our being happy here and hereafter; and to 
& with a ſteady concern to pleaſe him, and 
he ſatisfaction of being approved by 

bim. To regard ourſclves as ſent into the 


a weng; 1 we ee ic tate, As. wel as en- 


—— bleed. in che good we edler 
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than in that Which we tective;,——T 5 ma Þ 
ter our paſſions, preſetve an inward" caltn, 2 
and be ſyperior to the follies and vices of * 
thers, by gentleneſs, meekneſs, and true g 
neſs of mind; ; overcoming evil with good, 
acquiring the) joy of a juſt ſelf-approbation, and 
of the deferved eſteem and friendſhip of oo 
thers. And finally, to be conſcious. to 
cohtindal Waßtorsmend in knowledge, good 
neſs, reſignation, and à grateful piety ; and to 
be thus qualified. to-fodk up to God with a 
| better 580 of his favour, and forward to 
Immortality with a brighter aſſutanice, that 
we are haſtening to enjoy its compleat 
felicity. Would we be always contented 


We — 1 believe theſe actions, diſpoſitions . 


nd pleaſures, which are properly our own, 
and always in our own power, to be the 
moſt valuable enjoyments of life; and ap- 
plying ourſelves accordingly to theſe; "ſhall 
find and enjoy true and conſtant ſatisfaion. 
For theſe being always within our reach, 
And affliction giving foom and opportunity : 
for exertidg tbele diſpoſitions, and enjoying 
theſe Pleaſutes, as Well as proſpetity, we inay 
in every ſtate be ſatisfied from our ſelbes; 
when if we looked for ſatisfaction from with | 
out, we ſhould certainly receive difappoint- + 
- went, To confirm this perioabop,” "a [give 
E: all Its! proper influetice; Ae Fae | 
. We muſt preſerve: in our min i kee; 
. and fall conyition, at the "PO Th. 
wh 8 


a + 


* 


| 


t 


| fate of tial fer another, an everlaſting fate; 
and „ that nothing here is of auy 
great importance to us, otherwiſe than as it 
affects dür final, our eternal condition. The 
belief of this great truth enabled our A- 
[tle to maintain a peaceful ſerenity under 
"hs darkeſt 'cloud of afflictions, and to rife 
above them, and to regard them as ligbt and 
for a moment, «fince they .zorvught out for 
| more exceeding and eternal averght 


Wn * He conſtantly holed not 10. the 
things which are ſeen, and are temporal, but 


to the things which are not ſeen, and are eter- 
nal. And as he here teaches this excellent 
leſſon of Contentment by his example, in an- 
other place he does it thus by his inſtructi- 
ons, " Godlitiefs, ſays he to T. imot „ with 


* 


Cyntentment \is Feat gain; 
thing into bis world, and it is certai u 


can carry nothing out. 
raiment, let us be therewith. content,” 


actions will avail us in 
| bationers for eternity ; 


we may thets C 
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; 2 - 4 


bh TCC 
Had 'w 1 

— verhing pelt 

Ufe is to bath: ourſelves unto 
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Having then food and 
No- 
thing beſides: our pious diſpoſitions and good | 
the next ſtate, as pro- 
re'be 
content without riches, and thoſe other things 
which are of no advantage to us for vter- 


* * 9 4 A, 
wh 1 * "+ 


eſtabliſhed theſe as our go- 
tes, that our great buſineſs in 


een in, 1 Tin. v3.64 . 


, 
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_ his e Ro Co 
he may. ei us with. life eternal. That 


not our preſent condition as to ſickneſs or 
health, want or abundance, reproach or bo- 
nour, but our temper and behaviour amidſt 
either of theſe will determine our Happineſs 
in the eternal world; and that the joys and 
ſotrows of mortality bear as little proportion 
for degree, to the perfect and divine felicitj 
of heaven, as the ob days in which they 
can continue, bear for duration to the num 
berleſs ages of eternity. Were: theſe great 
truths firmly believed, and often and ſeri- 
| ouſly conſidered, every other concern would 
appear a trifle in compariſon of this, that we 
approved ourſelves to God, whatever our 
circumſtances were. With regard to things | 
external, we Should avec a though: We wept, . 
not, and rejoice as though we rejoiced not, 
knowing that the: Faſhion of this world paſſeth 
away. We ſhould willingly. leave it to God 
to appoint for us what he ſees. to be beſt, 
whether proſperity; and be careful only for X 
this, (which God always places within. our, | 
own: power) to bear and improve well either 
of them. We ſhall, *.as St. James adviſes, 
count it all jay, when noe. fall: into divers 
' - temptations or afflictions, knowing that the 
trial f our faith and patience, When they 
are well approved, will be found to praiſe, 
mn * end eim. at the, appearing. * 
; Jeu 
en vii. 30. | has b 23. kes. 1 . : 


Grit 05 emen. . 15 
| 1 Chi a elt we are indulged with Naas. 5 
per . We] | 


an opportunity for gratifying our ſenſual paſ- 


z ſions, but regard it as à truſt which we are 
do improve for the honour of God, and the 
good of others. We ſhall 7 not be bighemind- 
ea, thr truft in uncertain riches, but" in the 
_  tiving Gad who giveth us all things. to enjoy. 
- We Thall be rich in good works, ready to diſ- 
tribute, willing to communicate, laying up for 
© _ ourſelves à good treaſure agai nft the time to 
come, that wwe may lay bold on eternal life. 


all not rejoice in it merely as 


Can he with reaſon be diſcontented, who, 


| Bp e wants, hath always in his hand 
opportunities for gaining heavenly treaſures, | 
for ſecuring or improving his intereſt in ag 
bleſſedneſs, temipared:to, the intrinſic worth 


| of which a de . 2 are 2 no 1 yalge, „ 


| heavieſt MR OR of MIR and far exceed the 
5 ricteſt pleaſures the: world can > a e 
It is not neceſſary to ſay more on the g 
5 1 truths, the firm perſuaſion of which is 1s 
fitted to produce Contentment. You muſt 
de convinced from this brief repreſentation 


of them, that they are ſufficient for the pyr-- | 


| an] and; OPEN reſolve, by. proper. ; 
medi- 15 


— 


e 17. 


and thus compleat 
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uentily 
e con- 


| n How de compleat 
the deſcription of Contentment, by ſhowing 
2. The eſſects which the firm belief and 

— freddent recollection of theſe important truths 
Will have on our temper and conduct, with 
-tegatd to God, to other men, and to Ohr- 
Ff 999 Oontentment will manifeſt it- 


elf in our diſpoſition towards God by the 
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following good fruits. 8 
1. Gratitude to God, for his many benefits 
which the contented chriſtian reliſhes and 
enjoys in the beſt manner, is one inſtance 
and fruit of this excellent temper. The man 
© fatisfied. with his lot, and enjoying the good 
which God deſigned him, will naturally be 
grateful to the author of ſo many benefits; 
and *.blefi-the Lard aul 75 the "portion of his 
iuberitante, whoſe: favour is the 'moſt-valua- 
ble ingredient in it, and we mamtarneth. bis 
bt. While the perſon diſſatisfect with his 
condition; and who attends. only to the evils 
he ſufftrs, or to the bleſſimgs which he wants, 
ſecretly repines at Providence, but ovet looks 
aud Smits to acknowledge the many unde- 
ſerved favours which..God has granted him. 
bi Job, the great pattern of Contentment, thus 
4 . expreſt, his, The. Lord gave, and ie Lord 
== - hath talen away; bleſſed. be the. name of "the 
= Lord, Sball aue receiver good at the. hand: of 
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thankful for the 
of liſe; for the profit he may make of his 


5 of ſoon n on a ſtate of” immortal life, 


Iy intent on making! ſure the unmixed ble. 


Hap Nd Wenne l. i be che wier God, 
and itſelf practiſed it and amidſt the ſoreſt 


afflictions, thus deſcribes His own temper, al- 


ways rejoicing” in the Lord. At another time, e- 


numerating his many difficaltics and ſufferings, | 
he adds in the ſame place, a grateful. account 


of the conſdlations and deliverances, which 
a good God had granted to him; and when 
as to the world he had comparatively: nothing, 


yet he thanfefully declares,” that in real. value 
he *poſeft all things. -Suppoſe' then the con- 
tented ehriſtian to be: deſtitute of wealth, 


| with a warm gratitude” he praiſes God for 
reaſon, health, and a pleaſing reliſn of his 


plain food; 7 for the promĩſed care and ſupply. 
of his unfailing Providence; for the light and 
grace and hopes of the Goſpel; and ei cial- 

for the near view of compleat and ever- 


55 laſting blefſedneſs in heaven; of which; the 
_ lefs: he enſoys-of this world, he ene 


the more by meditation and hope: LES 
- Is. he' deprived of health and eaſe? He is 
re and tenderneſs of friends, 


the relief of medicine, and the conveniencies 


afflictions, being by them more diſengaged 
from the Are and rendered more” ſeriouſ- 


ſo of heaven; and for the glotious hope 


5) 3 AJ +4 40 ha E 7 wal 33 A and : 
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and 8 bleſſedneſs, where his light dfflets 
tiont, *phith are but for a moment," ſhall work 
ont. for him à far more exceeding. amd eternal 
weight of giony. Ot is he — for the 
ſake of truth, and a fuferer for righteouſneſs ? 
| He thanks God that he is © courted worthy 

to ſuffer for the name of Cbriſ, and that great 
1s bis. reward in heaven, - Thos while the 


murmurer looks only at what i is diſagteable, or 


after what he thinks to be wanting in his eon · 
dition, frets at Providence and torments him - 
ſelf, the eontented perſon- conſiders with 
pleaſure the many —— bleſſings in his 


poſſeſſion, which far exceed what he wants 


of | ſuffers, | praiſed a good God, and enjoys 
himſelf. As a chnſequence of this 
2. He with chearfulneſs aequieſoes in a 
the diſpenſations ef God, even the moſt af- 

_ fiQive; willingly ſubmitting to hate vet is 
appointed by infinite wiſdom aud 
and expreſſing his ſubmiſſion in worde 20d 
actions. Like good old E he ſays; 1 1. 
the Lord, let bim do what ſermerh bim gud. 
Ot like a more perfect pattern of refignation, 

our bleſſed Let, e het ny will, but 
thine be done. He wh believes his Jot-6 be 
 Sfligned him, not only by a-nioſt wiſe add 
pense Sovereign, but — a moſt tender and 
meteiful Father; who by the beſt ways ever 


e is Abe Tan) 55 will en 
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to work | 
bin, muſt by — fed with what he 

knows is deſigned fot. beer re, . een 

| e ace i ‚ ff e 

ls be then cotrected fot his faults Hu lan- 

d a living 


| plain, d man for the paniſhment of "bis fins? 

| Kſpeclally when God puniſhes him leſt than 
he deſerves, and chaſtens us not for his own 
pleaſore, but for our profits that us might be 
puartalom of Ins haulin. ty his allot- 
ment; He thinks the a diſpoſer had 
_ right to aſſign him what ſtation he-pleaſed; 


bear abundarice ; that dy diſtharging well the 
duties of a lower ſtation, he may rife" high 


in the favour of God; und in the ſeals: of : 


bleffedneſt for eternity, and he is therefor 
Well pleaſed with what pleaſes: God. Ha he 


been deprived of valuable relations and friends? 


He conſiders, the Lord who gave, hath taken 
away; thathe cerfainly-Knew What wus beſt 


both for him, und for them; that God him. 


elf is a Father end Frlend who tan never be 
bod, and whoſe favour- will ſupply the lo 


of 'Every ether friend; and that it ban be but 


a little wille e're he ſhall ſes all the divine 


aAhupenſtdenb in the tight. of Deweg to he 


dn won un au dane aud ther enjoy 


every waloable friend greatly improved; with= 


del ln a —— for ever. 
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that he knew his temper would not ſo well 
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3. The cantented Chriſtian goes on in the 
cheanfilopnitier of his duty, ſtudious to ap- 
prove himſelf to God, all whoſe dealitigs with 
bim he intirely approves. » The language 
of , diſcontent: is, 5 Hby ſhould I wait on the 
Lord any langer? If God will not indulge 
thoſe who ſerve him, with riches, honour, 
and eaſe, but will exerciſe them with po- 
verty and varicus diſtteſſes, let who will 
mind religion and keeping bis command- 
ments, we will · not ſerve God for nougbt. On 
the contrary, the contented chriſtian has ex- 
perienced, that in keeping bis commandments 
| tbere is a great reward; and that in ſerving 
God he moſt effectually ſerves his ow] n true 
| happineſs, - » That-graticude, love, and refig- | 
nation to God, generous benevolence, and 
doing or cndeavouring to do good to others, 
moderation in regard to this world, and the 
rational hopes of a glorious and happy im- 
mortality, yield pleaſures by many degrees 
2 to any which worldly proſperity 
n give. Whether therefore the world 
ſil or frown, whether his endeavours to 
good are well or ill received, he conti- 
nues 9 faithful practice of his duty; 
knows and declares that he ſerves a good 
maſter; is not 40%ry: of well doing, nor Faints 
in bis mind, but runs with patience: the race 
i before- bin, OE 2 Joa a 7 _ ; $06, 
pR 2.08 $5 fp P EDEN BSE + 8 8 207 Joy. | 
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5 that ut ſet before bim endured the croſs, 
0 2 the ſlume; and thinks all the labouts 
and ſufferings of this preſent time not wor- 
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thy to be compared with the promĩſed glory; 


and is/ftedfaftly immoveuble, ahoays abounding 


in the work of the: Lord, knowing” that "his 
labour in the Lord is lot in uin. 
To compleat this character in revard 0 


Gad, he ſhows his ſatislaction in what God 


has al eady 


done for him, by a placid and 


ſteddy uſb in him for the future. From his 


heart he ſays, all the ways of the Lord hi- 


therto with me have been _ mercy and truth; 
I will therefore * call upon him, and truſt in 


him 4 long as I live. Ie can be no more 


Wanting to me in the future, than he hath 
been in the paſt. My make indeed is frail, 

and my health uncertain, but ſhopld he vi- 
ſit me with ſickneſs, he will, as formerly, 


ſtrengthen me to bear and improve it; and, 


1 ſhall have the ſame conſolations and joys 
in the conſciouſneſs of an inereaſing health 
of ſoul; and of an approved ſubmiſſion to 
God, and in more frequent and fixed con- 


; templations of the reſt and felicity of hea- 6 


ven. I may be deprived of the convenien- 


_ cies of life, - but my heavenly Father will not. 


ſuffer this, unleſs it may be for my greater 


good. He hath promiſed that I ſhall want 


for | no good thing; he hath provided for. me 
hitherto, and J will truſt in him for the re- 


A x Plal aur, — 2. n Iazxiv. 11. 1 
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kee ts. be tried above arhat theu art able: is 


32 tile uad Effitts of 
msisdet of this ſhort life; who hath ptovi- 
ded an insorruptiblb 3uheritance, and the ful- 
neſs of joy in heaven for his grateful and h: 
dient childsep. I En et indeed what 4 d 
may bring. forth; but this I know, that all | 
my following days will equally be under the 
care of the ſame God, Who hath dane ſo 
well by me el my paſt days, I i then 
be." careful for nothing. but in eery thing by 
prayer, and ſupplication, with thansſsiving. 
moke 109 requeſts known unto Gad. Aud the 
peace r God whigh paſſeth. gil underfanding, 
aul tben-heep y mind and theort by Foſs 
brit. He who. hath. ne ? I qeill never. 
leaue thee, nor forſahe thee; I will never ſuffer 


faithful and mighty te perforae it. He will = 
therefore guide ee by. 52 «6unſel till be bring 


nie wnto glary, Should 1 walkthrough — 3 I 


tey. and ſhadow of death, Twill fear uo evil, 
for he is with me. 3 22 
beart fail, be youll the the Anengel of wy 
heart, and my portium for er. |: . en 
fore unit an abe Land, and be ofcg 
for he ſhall freangihen any heante:oÞ 7m al 
placed an no Gtuation Wein I may not ap - 
prove myſelf to Gad. advance my ptepara- 
tion for immortal hlaſſedneſt, and increaſe 
my intereſt in it; and Ged hath. promiſed I 
hat be in kbar en ys 2 


i j FR 1 


: © mProv. xxvii. 1. hl 1 6 5 71 Cor. x. 13 Plal.. 
bxxiil, 24 Nil. 4. un vli. „„ ' 


x — Ale 1 5 don nathing to > fear 
from the world, and nothing to aſk of "Gag, 
bat that he would ? heep me from falling, 
and prgſeut me faultleſs befare tbe preſence of 
is glory with exceeding joy. Thus the con- 
tented chriſtian expr his ſatisfaction in 
Bis ſtate with regard to God, Let us in- 
n 
a. How this temper chatifels itlelf with 
| relation to men. And it appears to SIP 
in the. following inſtances. 
1. The perſon latisfied with his own con- 
| 1 rejoices in the good and proſperity of 
_ Others 5 and is far from envying any, whoſe 
circumſtances are Ne or more abundant 
| 
| 


than his own. | Being truly eaſy in himſelf, 
; and pleaſed with what God has allotted him, 
he is diſpoſed to receive an increaſe of ſatiſ- 

faction, from the good which Providence be- 
| Kows upon others, and to * rggice auth then 
that rejoice. If they uſe well health, riches, 
_ friends, or any other bleſſings | which the di- 
vine wiſdom has refuſed to him, he rejoices 
that theſe bleſſings are ſo well beſtowed, and 
ſo well improved. If they are not improy- 

ed by any, inſtead of freting at Providence, 
pores envying the perſons. who abuſe what he 
bas not, he pities them, knowing that this 

Abuſe renders them really unhappy now, and 
5 will hake them and wk ſo-when 1 are 
1 F; „ Jude 24 a 1 Rom. xii. 15. 


"ou =; Of the good Efeu * 

called to account for the lente ty bare 
waſted. © | 
On the contrary, ek diſſattsfed with 
their condition, and uneaſy to want bleſſings 
of which they ſee others poſſeſt, grudge and 
envy them the bounties of Providence, and 
the advantages of this world; and think them- 
ſelves juſtified in it, if the perſons raiſed a- 
bove them in external advantages appear to 
be their inferiors in moral worth. Hence 
the caution of the P/almift, * Fret not thyſelf 
becauſe of evil drers, neither be thou "envious 
againſt the workers of iniquity, for they ſhall 

ſoon be cut down like the graſs. Truſt in the 
Lord and do good, fo ſhalt thou dwell in the 
land; and 2 thou ſhalt be. fed. Delight 
th wſelf alſo in the Lord, and he ſhall give thee 
the defires of thy heart, The chriſtian” who 
delights himſelf in the Lord knows, that God 
has already given him by far the beſt blef- 
ſings of this life, in giving him a heart to 
know, and love, and truſt in God, and ſeek 
his happineſs in him, and in cternity ; and 
that in his communications of good in the 
next ſtate, he will ſoom exceed all the deſires 
of his heart, and make him compleatly ble 
| ſed for ever. He cannot therefore allow him- 
ſelf to be uneaſy, becauſe Providence beſtows 
gifts on others, which are trifles'in compart- 
ſon of what God hath already granted him, 
and + —_ he N believes God has with- 
| held 


r Pſal. xxxvii. 1. 


1 lion be . 


| held From him, becauſe they would have 


obſtructed his enjoyment 0 of ſomething infi- 
nitely better. He is therefore always diſpo- 
ſed to rejoice in the good of others, and to 


feel an increaſe of ſatisfaction from ſeeing o- 


| 
: | 
| 
| 


thers around him ſharing the bounties of God, 


. and pleaſed with his gifts; and inſtead of bs . 


ing any thing to leſſen their innocent en- 


— Janne is ready, according to his ability, 


to augment it. Which puts me in mind of a 
ad inſtance, wherein chriſtian Content- 


5 ment expreſſes itſelf, in a diſpoſition to do good 
do all around us, and in & gentleneſs of ſpirit 
even to the 1 injurious. We are by nature 


| formed to delight in each other's happineſs, 


and in promoting it; and the chriſtian is 


= taught by the goſpel f love hrs neighbour. as 


 bimſeif.” The chriſtian! therefore who is truly 


pleaſed with his ſtate, and perſuaded that 
God has dealt well with him, will wiſh well 


to all will readily concur to remove their 


ſorrows, ſupply their wants, and promote 


their peace and welfare; and be never ſo 
Well pleaſed with bimſelf, as when be is a 


witneſa and a helper of their joy. But when 


a man is ſoured with diſcontent, and freting 


at any diſtreſſes or pains with which the 
wiſdom of God has ſeen fit to try him, in- 


ſtead of readily concurring in thoſe friendly 
offices which may give relief or pleaſure to 
. ok 901 is en pleaſed t to ſee them un 


Fg 


4 | * aly 


nf Matt, x xix. 19. 
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eaſy like himſelf. For this reaſon it has been 
made a rule by thoſe who know the world, 
that if you would ſueceed in aſking-a kind- 
deſs from any, you ſhonld chuſe that time. 
for it when they are in the moſt chearful 
humour, and beſt pleaſed with their condi- 
tion. The human heart is then naturally 
moſt open to the calls of benevolence and 


Whatever his external eondition be; this being 


he general temper” df the comented chrit- 
tian, be will be always difpofed:t0':a&s of 
kindneſs, compattion, and Wenden | 
Ie further manifeſts the higheſt degret of this 
- excellent temper, when we pr es. 
under toſſes and afflictions, occaſioned by the 
fal ſekood , ingratitude, and injuſtice of others; 
td preſerve a ge ntleneſs of ſpirit towards them, 
and a concern for their welfare. Vet this 
we [hall be enabled to do, if we firmly be- 
eve and often conſider, that with whatever 
il intenſions they may act, yet the Providence 
of God will never petmit them really to hort 
us, While we truf in him and do N This 
perfuaſion enabled the celebrated Soor ates; 
when unjuſtly! ebndemned to death, to treat 
his falſe accuſers with gentleneſs, and mani- 
feſt a concern for them. Hnytus and Melitus, 
« ſays he, may get me to be put to death, but 
«© they cannot bur me. My death at this time 


is a favour of the Gods,” Abd a 


then he, our divine maſter, confidering the wiſe 
direction and kind intention of God in all e- 


Feats, 


vent anlaſt abe alles ſaGoriopsy not only; 
acquieſced in the appointtnent of God, ſaying. 
| Father thy. eee but when expiring; 
on a creſs prayed. for his myrderers,- laying, 
Fochur forgive them;\ fur they Inos npt - what. 
they db. Whereas: When ſinking under loſſes 
and aſflictions we grow ugeaſie, and loſe the 
poſſeſſion of our folves,/ we. ſhall not behaue 
— wi any: temper da thoſe who vccation ws ſo. 
much evil, but 22 make them as un- 
ceenſy sad wrstched, as we through their o- 
caſton are become, Out continuing therefore; 
keind to all. and gentle and bompaſfiohate to 
5 the injurious, is a ſolid proof that we are; 
ſttill atisfied: from aut ſelves, and: with our 
condition, and intirely reſigaed to the over - 
rating! — af en 1 Wan 
dee. Nobel h DIE, ier | 
3. Canten ment, A irtänd yenors our 12. 
Knee, — atbats, manifeſts itſelf in a 
eddy rejection of all fraudwlent, oppreſſive, 
or ainrighecous methods of ptocuring che 
good thitgs which ethers bave, and whic 
wr fancy ihat we want; or of .diſengaging 
durſelves from circynaſtances which we look 
1 85 as evil. When the ſaldiers 00 to 
2 Ys the: Baptiſt to know what they muſt do, 
| amm r picky 40: n man. 


they have, _ never dean o-ptaile any 5 
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5 Luke weiii. * 1 ith 14. * e 1 


8 


i 


38 o the "good Eyes of 

_ baſe ar unjaſt arts for acquiring what they: 

eſteem much leſs valuable than erer es 
ſcience, and an untainted integrity.” em 

15 Whereas" they who woill be ——— 
Gunst be content unleſs they have riches, 


full into lemptation, an a ſnare, and into: 
Fooliſh and wer” /o tufts;' which drown n 
 deflruttion;" For the love of money Uebe ar ? 
of all ent Having tber fore, ſays the A- 
poſtle; ford and raiment, let us be . therewith 
content. The perſon then who is emed 
amidſt poverty, will never lye, nor rob, nor 
defraud to gain abundance, but will truſt to 
the Providence of God, and an honeſt in- 
duſtry for food and raiment, and be ſatisfied 
with theſe, ©: The perſon contented in obſcu- 
rity; and eafy to want the fhow of liſe, 
will never employ any diſhoneſt means to 
ptocure the pride of: life, but prefer a blan 
leſs privacy before a diſtinction, which, guined” N 
im ſuch x W. y, would only render him morèe 
univerſally - deſpiſed, and remarkably infa- 
mons The. perſon ſatisfiedd with che i0rna· 
ments of true goodneſs, and the honour of 
being approved by God, can ſee no ſuch 
temptation in the glare of wealth and | 
page, as ſhould once prevail with him to al. 
veſt himſelf of the graces of goodneſgandiin- 
tegrity, which i the ight of God are grrat 
price; and had much rather be always unab- 
9 and unknown up: the world, than all 
known. 
LEE Tim. a. E e ONE. NA 
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known. Covetouſneſs and ambition; which. 
make people very reſtleſs in themſelves, male 
them alſo by their fraud and injuſtice, very 
troubleſome to others. Contentment, as it 
preſerves in every ſtate the peace of a man's 
own mind, preſerves alſo the peacg of ſoci- 
ety, and all its rights and intereſts ſecure from 
deceit or violence. So benign is the influence 
which this virtue has on our behaviour to- 
ö wards others. Let us now, . 
View this excellent virtue as more im- 
ee affecting a man's ſelf, his own 
temper, and private conduct, and thus com- 
pleat our idea of it. It will evidence itſelf 
by the following good fruits. . 
I. By an habitual ſerenity: nod chad 
neſs; clear of all ſullenneſs and melancholy. 
Whatever his outward condition be, having 
the Lord for his portion, it is the conſtant 
language of his heart, I will oy in tbe Lord, | 
and rejoice in the God of my ſalvation. Ti be 
lines are fallen to me in pleaſant places; I have 
a goodly beritage; and the Lord bath dealt boun- 
tifully with me. Is he poor, and obliged: by 
conſtant labour to procure the neceſſary ſup- 
ports of life? He chearfully goes l 
the duties of his ſtation, and 7 eats hrs bread 
 noith joy, and drinks bis water with a merry 
heart; knowing that the Lord accepts bis 
works; and that whatſoever good | thing any = 
man de, the fame ſball be receive of the Lord, 
whether 
= Pal, xvi. . 7 Feele, ix, 7. Epheſ. 18. 8 


40 — Seen | 
nobether be be bond or free, rich or poor. That 
| | 7 caſes Barb. choſen abe 


- many of 
this word to be rich in faith, and rogue 


Heavenly kingdom. He does not ſullenly re- 


fuſe any of : the innocent enjoym 


becauſe he has not-all, but chearfully makes 
uſe of the little he has; and ſupplies the 


ſeantineſs of preſent enjoyments, by feaſting 
himſelf; the more with the pleaſures of the 
mind, converſing with God, and with. Jeſus, 
and looking 
miſed immortality. 


Is health denied oe tate He mall 50 way 


rr ſoul proſpers, if the diſingage- 
ment of his heart from this world, and his 


vigour in purſuing the perfect bleſſodneſs of 
eternity increaſe. - He: will enjoy the other 


bleffings of life with. all the fpirit he can, 


though not with all the ſpirit that health 
would ſupply to him. Is a valuable relation 
or friend taken from him? He does nat a- 


bandon himfelf to grief, and ſlight and o- 
verlook all his remaining friends, and all the 
other bleſſings of liſe; Nine firmly believiag 


that God defigned their advantage. in this e-. 


paration, he acquieſces in it, thanks God for 


the various comforts oe: has left him, and en- 


joys them; and; with pleaſing hope, looks 
torward-to that world: where friendſhips are 
indiſſoluble, and their joys eternal. Are his 
« qe n in general, as'20 the world, af- 


Wee? 


ents of life, 


forward the. ofiner 10 = * 


ditual c 
being intirely ſatisfied with the allotments of 
Goc, and is a per tual ackhowledgment of 


the wiſdom and goodneſs of all his be erent 


a pleaſure, which manifeſts his acqui ieſcence 


in what God has appointed, and a "thorough 


1 that he has ſtill continned with 


him the beſt bleſfinge; while he continues 


with him abilities and opportunities for the 
on and benevolence, for 


pleaſures of devoti 
improving his intereſt in the divine favour, 
for enjoy ing the pleaſures of a good confei- 
ence, and of heeverily: 2 81 and laying wy 
treaſures in heaven. | 

The real language of follenneſs 45d ge. 


jection of mind is this, % God has not dealt 
e well with me, my condition is not ordered 


« for the beſt; but this is directly contraty to 


the faith and temper of a thankfut and re- 


ſigned chtiſtian. On the other hand, an ha- 
1 arfulneſs i is the natural effect of our 


tions, and an habitual gratitude to him. 


2. Moderation in our deſites and hopes of 


external good things, and in our endeavouts 


to procute them, is another fruit of chtiſtian 
Contentment. Let your converſation be with- 
= covetottſneſs, und be content with futh'things 
de bath'faid,” I will never 


as you have; ft 
ay thee, or vr forfake: thee.” Had — food” 


LI Dang + 


fe 4 Heb. xiii. 4 1 Tim. vi. 8. 


flctive? He not only continues to do his 
a to God and to men, bat does it with 
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and raiment, let us be therewith content. 1 


was a juſt obſervation of an antient Philoſo - 
pher, * That if we live according to nature, 


4e ſatisfied with what nature requires, we 
« ſhall never be poor; if according to fancy 
« and opinion, we can never be rich,” Ima- 
gination will ever enlarge and multiply our 


wants, and make us diſſatisfied. Extrava- 

gant hopes, eager deſires, and chimerical pro- 

jects of worldly grandeur, wealth and plea- 
ſure, are clear arguments that we are not 


contented with our condition; and that de- 


pending ſo much for our happineſs on things 


without us, which in their nature are uncer- 
tain, we never ſhall be contented. 
He who is ſatisfied from God 8 Gta 


himſelf, who derives his chief joys from the 


improvement of his mind, from doing his 
duty, from the fayour of God, and from 


hope in him, and from the | glorious proſ- 
e of heaven and everlaſting bleſſedneſs, 
not value enough for ſenſible and world- 


ly enjoyments to make him greatly delight- 


ed with viſionary ſchemes of worldly: pomp - 
and pleaſure ; or to drive him on in the reſt- 
leſs purſuit of theſe, with the neglect of the 


much more important concerns of his ſoul 
and of eterhity. He commends his mode- 


rate care and honeſt induſtry, for procuring 


the real conveniencies of life, to the divine 
| blefling, and with aſſurance leaves himſelf 


in 


"M wane? 43 


«4 in be 1: * of God. If Providence grants 
him theſe, he employs them with a thank-' 


ful heart for the glory of the giver, and to 


the good of others; and if it withholds them, 


he is eaſy; fince he labours not ſo much for 
the meat that periſ erb, as for that which en- 


dureth to life eternal, of which nothing can 


deprive him. While others therefore ſcarce 


know any ſatisfactions, but what ariſe from 


ſanguine hopes of worldly riches, greatneſs, 
and pleaſure; or from ſucceſsful purſuits of 


5 theſe, and are continually tormented by in- 


ſatiable covetouſneſs, reſtleſs ambition, and 


wantonly craving appetites; his mind is free 


from all this tumult and diſqaietude, bis 
warmeſt defires and largeſt hopes being en- 


aged by more valuable and certain goods, 
an all- ſufficient God, and an eternal heaven. 
He rejoices, in the things of this world, as 
if be rejoiced not, buys asi, be Poſeſſed nor, 
and uſes the world without abuſing it, knowing 
that the faſhion of it paſſeth away; but that 
he has'a'treaſure in heaven which faileth not, 
where 1 7s Fulneſs of joy,” an Pleaſures Jr ever | 
more. In conſequenee of this 

3. He preſerves like moderation i in bis 
cares and fears about futurity; and in his 
averſion to external evils. The Apoſtle, 


| where he tedches the Philippians Content. 


8 2 4 ment 


| 2 John yi vi. 27. 16 . Gar, yii, zo. Luke xii, 33, Pla, 
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ment 8 8 own ani * this 
rule, Be careful. for nothing; but in every 
_ thing by prayer, and ſupplication, with thankſ- 
giving, let. your requeſts be made known unto 
Gad. Aud the. peace of God, which paſſeth 
all underſtanding, ſhell keep your hearts and 
minds through Feſus Chriſt. The man who 
truſts. in God, and whoſe: principal ſatisfac- 
tions ſpring from hence, from the teſtimony 
of a good conſcience, and the expectations 
WA bleſſed immortality, knows, that while 
he is in this uncertain ſtate, he can be caſt 
into no. circumſtances, wherein: he may not 
enjoy theſe his main happineſs. He e af- 
ſured too, that God, will never permit him 
to fall into any afflictions, but what upon 
the Whole ail prove beſt for him. He is 
therefore: free from all uneaſy fears and ac- 
cording to our bleſſed Maſter's advice, s tate: 
0. {rogghr, is not anxiouſly ſolieitous For the 
He knows that the God, who 7 14 
| abun his life, and formed his body at. firſt, 
- who. cloaths the Ullies, and feeds the fowls 
of the air, will much more take care of him. 
That therefore he has nothing to fear for the 
future but this, offending his heavenly Fa- 
| ther, and forfeiting his paternal care; which 
he cannot do, without groſs careleſsneſs and 
inexcuſable perverſeneſs, fince God has pro- 
miſed, * he Kli never be tempted above what 
EET Eo By 


© Mach. i a5 * x Cor. 13. 
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On the otbet pant 
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happineſs, hut . hayi ways en it 
— things without i-th of the, yanity. and 
} Wray: of which he bas a thbuſand 
experiments in paſt time, he is conſequently 
of anxiety for the fore. „He fears that 
= has hitherto broken his chene of hap- 
5 0 will again break them, and. even ut- 
terly deſttoy them. Tbat the the fraiſiy of his 
cCeonſtitution, the inconſtancy of his. * | 
or the injuſtice. of others, may involve Hm 
in fickneſs, want, and diſgrace, and force him 
to deſpair of being happy 1 51 without his 
being able t. better frem God, 
and from eternity. How roeſtleſo, how 
wretchedl, muſt the cares and fears of this 
- perſon make him! But hom happy. the 
1 82 6 Fre pa beart, 15 1 od. 41 ng i 


„ this ſuffice for he deferiphton of this 
excellent. diſpoſition z and let us all be p 
ſuaded ſeriouſly to try ourſelves by it, w 
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whdle, or in part; that we may fupply our 
defects, and ſtrive to be maſters of this high 
attainment. Are we thankful to God in af- 
fliction, as well as in proſperity? Do we 
readily ſubmit, and intitely acquieſce in what 
he” appoints for us, though difagreable to 
ſenſe” and fancy; or do our foolith” hearts 
fret ava oft the Lord.” for denying us what 
others en . enjoy, becauſe he ſaw it not beſt for 
us? DO We notwithſtanding afflictions and 
_ difap eos, from the world, go on 
chea olly* * ractiſe our duty, animated by 
the hope of pfeaſing God, and being happy 
for erer bs thinking ourſelves fully bleſſed 
if we can ſucceed herein? Amidſt all the 
unceértainties and evils of life, and our igno- | 
rance of what a day may bring forth, do we, 
with a fteddy truſt; leave Relig” in the 
hand of God for all future time? Can we 
rejdice in the abundance and proſperity of 
others, though we may, be in want and af- 
fliction ourſelves; or do we ſectetly en | 
them ? Are'w e fo well pleaſed with our con- 
dition, as to bine eafily and obligingly to 
all Wothe; or does the diſappointment of 
of our fond wiſhes make us peeviſh and in- 


jurious; and are we put out of all temper 


with thoſe, Who have been the occaſions of 
any loſs or evil to? us? Are we ſo much 
Patel to want that which we ſee ſome 
a Poſſeſſing, that we ſtick doe at _— 
u | 


heli Contentment... 47. 


we * or injoſtice to gain it; or do we, de- 

ſpiſe the gain of unrighteouſneſs, and that 

reputation and influence, which need falſe- 
hood and baſe arts to ſupport them r Is our 
general temper chearful; or do we indulge to 
a ſullen and gloomy diſpoſition? Ate our de- 
fires and purſuits of worldly good mode- 


derate, and do we ſubject this world to the 


| other, and make it our great concern to lay 
up treaſures i in heaven? Are we of an unſet- 
led mind, toſſed on. the ſea of worldly 

cares and anxious fears for futurity; or is our 


heart and treaſure in heaven, above the reach 


of time and accident; and do we with plea- 
| ſure leave the care of our few remaining 
days to the ſame kind Providence, which 


has hitherto been concerned for us? 


Perhaps, in ſore inſtances we have done 
well, but not in others. We may not have 
murmured- againſt God, but we have been 
| peeviſh and uneaſy to men, or too much de- 
jected in ourſelves. We may not have been 
faulty in covetous deſires, but we have 
| yielded to anxious fears; or though we would 
not defraud the proſperous, we may have 
envied them. Let us endeavour, by a fair 
compariſon of, our temper with our rule, to 
gain a knowledge of our real character, and 
then ſet ourſelves to mend what has been a- 
miſs, and ſupply what has been deficient, 
as we RAYNE have racy: in our own boſoms, 
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PA 1117. iv. 11. - 


Por Thove harned in whatſoever fete 1 am, 
W818 therewith to be content. 


VING e plained the nature 
-- of: chriſtian Contentment, and 
ſhown the principles on which 
it ia founded, and the effects 
which theſe principles, firmly 
13 and oſten ee will have on 
our wn and conduc, my e e 
Br 


un. To repreſent the chief reaſons for 
122 and the chief motives which 
| ſhould determine us to cultivate it. The for. 
mer, well conſidered, will form us to this 
| temper, and improve us in it; the latter will 
| excits us to make thoſe reaſons familiar to 


H 1 our 


— wa Motives 8 
50 a ES Cox ate entment. 


75 


000 red, will, 10 the Sans Nes 
85 to 15 vi he "i r, re Ne im- 
prove us in it. And beſides the principles 
mentioned in the beginning, by which this 
diſpoſition, is, in a great part, formed and 
cheriſhed in the human heart. That our con- 
dition is appointed by a ſupremely good and 
unerringly-wiſe God, and with a view to 
our greateſt happineſs. — That the moſt va- 
luable ſatisfactions of life ſpring out of our 
own good temper, and right conduct, and 
not out of any circumſtances merely exter- 
nal.— And that we are probationers for eter- 
nity, and all the ſeparate intereſts of this 
ſhort life are therefore not deſerving any 
great concern of ours, in compariſon of our 
everlaſting ſtate; which not our outward 
condition, but our inward: temper and mo- 
ral conduct will determine. Beſides theſe 
great truths, on which we muſt daily and 
_ ſeriouſly reflect, if we would preſerve an 
even, reſigned, and 'chearful diſpoſition, let 

me per ſuade you frequently to meditate on 
"hs following; and may the God of all pa- 
tience and Tees bleſs them, une render 
of 123180. 31113 2 l N Vl in 5 : 


? 


q ; 
* 8 * 
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improve, you in it. 1 ey $4 Gaerlel * 
One very good — = . A 
is this, that, be our circumſtances, as to the 
world, ever.;;fo, diſtreſſed, yet the bleſſings 
we enſoy rate many more than we Oe 
ſeryed, and the evils we labour under much 8 
ſewere That we. were made. in the image 
of God, and with capacities for a happineſs 
| divingand eternal, and placed here on gur trial 
ths: cxerleſting felicity, .. this is a favour 

ng one could deſerve from, his Creator, 

18 itſelf of. iofinite;.value, - and .. when. ſet. a- 
gainſt, it, all the eyils of this ſhort life are 
a8 nothing. Into what, a. grand and beauti- 
world, hath; the. hand. of God introduced us; 
and how many noble pleaſures may a ratio- 
nal: and pious perſon, how poor ever, en- 
joy every day by. contemplating. the great- 
mes beauty, variety, and uſefulneſs of the 
and,. creatures of God, and adoring 

— Joving the great Author. of all good? 
And We | E N gf n 8 and 1 


r 


to be . 2 89 aſs _ delights; 

which 

reach. of every one? Can any of us ſay, we 

have ſo well improved our reaſonable po] 

ers, pac ſo pioully attended to the diſcove- 
Hz 1 


a good God has placed within the 


50 23 * Motines fir 
ries of the divine perfections around us 26 to 
- deſerve, that God for our fakes ſhould con - 
ſtantly exert infinite wiſdom and power in 
preſerving the beauty and order of the world, 
and continuing our reaſon and life? 
We ate formed for the pleaſures: of bene 
veſente and friendſhip, we can wiſh well to 
all, do good to many, rejoice in the bounty 
ef „ which overflows the creation, de- 
ſerve the eſteem and friendſhip' of others, 
and the approbation of our own Van and 
know that we are approved of God; * 
the prevalency of a divine temper in our 
hearts, theſe pleaſures which in their ſupream 
| are the happineſs of God, we may 
every day, in ſome degree, poſſeſs, and raiſe 
the reliſh of them by the charming pr 
of ſoon enjoying theſe ſatisfactions in a wen 
| higher degree and for ever. We fooliſhily 
| neglect theſe pleaſures for the ſalce of mean- 
er, which” God in mercy denies,” and our 
want of which prompts us to diſcontent; 
yet a merciful God continues — 
tunities for theſe noble pleaſures- wich us, 
and the hopes of poſſeſſing them in perfee - 
tion and for ever in heaven; and ought not 
then our hearts to ſwell with gratitude, in- 
ffrad of pining with diſcontent? Is this a 
Father to be complained of, and a God to be 
reproached by our 1 bd if be mo 


a in 5 oy 
4 That 


* 


continued here, the 
of knowledge 

ſent his on 805 from heaven to be-our in- 
ſtructor and example; and that we m 
notwithſtanding our many ſins and im 
ſections, indulge the glorious hope of com— 


to diſcontent. If you have not 'abundance, 
have you not your daily bread; and — i 


Wee the bea manner, 


e, goodneſs and devotion, God 


andieverlaſting- bleſſedneſs, he ſubject.- 
2 Son of his love to and — | 


bim again from the dead. Did we deſerve 


this ineftimable favour? In nog: us his 
Son, has not God in effect * given uf 4 


things nocoſſary for our enjoy ing the beſt ſa - 


tisfactions of this life, and for riſing co the 
eternal happineſs of another? And ſhall we 
overlook all this goodneſs, and murmur at 
the God of love, for denying us à ſeC mean 

delights and advantages, which he ſaw would 
prove prejudicial to our attaining the other? 
_ - Anditodeſeend to the inferior bleſſings of 
life, the want of which uſually ternpts mou 


not the health and vigour ufually reſiding 


with poverty, did you join to them a ſuitable 


gratitude to God, give a reliſh and richneſs” 


to your plain food, which the luxurious and 
e of Bod, whom you are inclined 


to envy, can never kno-wꝰ Or ſuppoſe that 
you have not fo much health as ſome others,” 


| what a final $9 do youy 2 


. 


n — Motives W 
| aud weeks of ſickneſs and pain bear to your 
- months and years of health and eaſe? Is 
not your Gickrefs alſo -lightned- 1 
and affection of friends, by the vrelief5 nad 


* the 7 care 


accommodations Proper for ſuchna ſeaſon, 
and hy che opportunity and ability given you 
to make the ſickneſs of the body ſubſervient 
to the health of the ſoul; and your diſreliſn 


fot the pleaſures: of ſenſe a means of your 


enjoying more the pleaſures of heavenly 


hapes: and contemplations? If you have loſt 
one: dear relation or friend, or received un- 
kind tieatment from another, yet have you 


not many valuable friends left and do vu 


not daily receive _ Kind e ame 
tbem? git: 3 N 1. (Fe | 
And, if * th mercies oh God you turn 
your view to your fins, and ſeriouſly. conſider 
your forgetfulneſs:of God, inſenſibility to his 
ö — andi diſregard to immortality; your 
| * the great duties of life, and of 


good according to your talents and a- 


| bilitiss ur frequent intemperate uſe of the 


pounties of heaven, the worldlineſs of your 


ternper and affections, your ſecret murmur- 


4 - 


ings: againſt God, the coldneſs of your gra- 
titude to the Redeemer, and how poorly you 
reſeinble his virtues and diſcharge your duty; 
though he has ſet befor 
mortality of bleſſedneſsIf you r | 
- confider-theſe, and your many other: fins, b + 
Inhach ou have deſerved to 2. cet ps 


your hope an imy 


| - Giritian ee — 
all God's imercies; and puniſhed with an 
everlaſting excluſion from heaven; and then 
_—_ thow-few and light your affliction i * 
compariſon with your faults; and thatonot- 
withſtanding your ill deſert, God eohtinues 
to you ſo many temporal bleſſings, and the 
means and hopes of being compleatly and 
for ever bleſſed Can you after this find 
it in your hearts to be diſcontented with 
what ſo good a God hath-allotted you? Muſt 
not your murmurings be exchanged for 
thankſgivings, and your hearts overflowing: 
with gratitude, fay, © << Verily-he has puniſhed; 
«us leſs:than bur iniquities deſerve... We are. 
e leſs than the leaſt of all bis mercies. And as. 
11 high as the heavens are above the eartb, ſo, 
great is his mercy towards: them that. fear 
Bim. And like as d father bitten his cbil. 
Aren, ſo the Lord pitieth us. When you 
de tharefote: inclined to eee turn 
your thoughts from your afflictions to your 
ſins, and to the undeſerved favours of God, 
and you wil become aſhamed of your eam · | 
PRO contented and thankfſulul. 
2125.5 As: another reaſon for eee 
conſider, that God deſigned the preſent for, 
a ſtate of trial, not of eaſe and enjoyment; 
and that it is every way furniſned and or- 
dered as a ſtate; of trial ſhould be; and this? 
will cure à great deal of diſcontent. When 
e e boo whe; ap ſtats of; | 


Is Kid ix. 13. Gen anl. 10. Pla, iii, 11. 


[8 Reaſons and Matioet = | 
"things, which God never deſigned it it ſhould. | 
yield them, it is no wonder that they are 
diſappointed, and being diſappointed, repine. 
It is evident that we are unſpeakably indebt- 
= 1o'the-goodneſs of God, for having made 
the preſent à ſtate of trial for eternity, and 
put it into our power during this ſhort life 
to cultivate and approve thoſe vittues, and 
eſpecially that faith, refignation, and entire de- 
votedneſs to him, which will naturally pre- 
pare us for the divine en) nts of ano-— 
ther ſtate, and which his — benignity 
will reward with compleat, unchangeable, 
and everlaſting bleſſedneſs. — now con- 
ſider, whether thoſe circumſtanoes for being 
placed wherein we are apt to be direct | 
ed, are not very occafi 
for exercifing and: approving — virtues 3 | 
and ſhall any of us ſay that we would pre- 
fer, during a few years, a ſtate of indolence, 
ſenſual ee e and untroubled prof] peri- 
ty, which exetciſe no virtues, and 
us Front in the never-ending; 
Ae before that mixed ſtate of things which 
the divine wiſdom ſees to be the beſt ſchool 
of virtue, and the beft ſtate of diſcipline and 
preparation for perfect and eternal felieity? 
Is it poverty then which tempts you to 
murmur? But is not this a proper trial of 
your truſt in the Providence of God for a 
_ ſupply; and of your reſignation to his wiſ- 
denn * an who OY a 0 


Or pour integrit whom not pinching wang: 
2 anf drive to fraud and injuſtice; and of your 
benevolence, who can regard the 'abundance- 
of others without ety ? Ate not the incon-! 
voniencies and ſtraitneſs of your condition fit-: 
bechto teach you to derive your happineſs from 
and. from yourſelves,” and from your 
2 fot immortal bleſſedneſs; who 
= 2 fo little to biaſs you to ſeck your hap- 
pineſs in the world? And if you cultivate 
54 15 temper, and exert theſe virtues, can you 
think that the preſent ſatisfactions hence a- 
filing; and the glorious and divine. rewards 
Which will crown you in the heavenly world, 
Will leave yon nn rom to wich, that with 
the leſs of theſe virtues and theſe rewards; 
pon had paſt pe here: in wealth and 
| 978 67 2. 1 1 
Doe o mean well — 3 to do 
good,; and are your intentions: wilrepreſent= 
E and defeated, and: is your kindneſs requi · 
ted with ingratitude? Muſt//you not own 
_ . this/toibe a proper trial of the ſtrength of 
Four benevolence,” and a proper octaſion for 
exerciſing and enereaſing eee in the 
tewarding goodneſs of God, and your devo- 
tedneſs to his will? And if amidſt ſuch 
treatment you ĩmitate the patient and con- 
ſtant benevolence of the Son of God, are 


not ouercume | by evil, bur overcome evi with - 
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oh -- nnn, 
more from the canſaiouſoeſa of well: doing. 
and d the hopes of ĩmmertalit ; can yenithink 
that the higher ſenſe of the diviqe approba- 
tion you will at; preſent- enjay, - apd:iyour, 
nearer-reſerablapce to the glory and: bleſſad- 
neſs of your great Maſter in the ſtate of te- 
tribution,” will leave yon ao. ro to rebbed 
that you have ſeod this trial ꝰ??2ch?3.• 
Hlath God after indulging you; fat 4 time 
with valuable: relations and friends, removed 
them: by death? Ia not this a proper trial. 
— wat like Job. you weilk bigs: tbe Lend 
Aba takes: awway,.as well as the Lerq uin 
gives? Is it vod a fit occaſan for manifeſting 
_ world our firm per ſuaſion of bis un- 
 erting wiſdom and Bt 462g goodneis ?. 
| 2 —_ a method: Well adapted to. take! your 
off from ſeeking your happineſs in anything. 
without you, and to determine you to ſteck 
it more in God, and a rational aſſurange of 
his favour, and in frequent, meditatiens on 
that bliſsfub ſtate, to which your pious friends | 
are gone beſere 33 xn. en 
vourſelf to be diſcontent God thus 
tries you an;bacdid Fab; when if you take 
re occasion and — — 70 
will be crowned with · much more —— 
marks of bia:dpprabiaion, ithan: Job: received 
in this life Is 01% „ 1616496 171 It 41041 
Whenever therefore. you Are tempted te 
repine, conſider — Has not God: an unqueſti- 
onable right to . and — our 2 
Million 


_{hiffion” 410 bbetienct W _ une 
them? Is he not ipfinitely g 00d, if he will 
recbmpence the 4 5 Yoved Lina and ſubmif 

on of a few days, with compleat and ever. 

laſting bleſſedneſs; ant would any wiſe per- 

Bit wiſh to be excuſed flom libours and 
trials which will produce fach: à reward? 

Are not thoſe pärtieular circumſtances at 
KN We ate moſt uneaſy, the propereſt 

Hofls of ererckling ſomie virtue or other, 

2 5 feparing ourſelves for a higher reward ? 
h 


delten thus with yourſelves; and in- 
giving way to boirt2Gfng diſcon- 
u will, 48 St James exhorts, unt it 

27. toben 2 Fall into diverſe Temptations | 
of trials; you Will chearfolly ſet yourſelves 
to exert the Prox r vitttcs, rejoice in having 
erelted them, ahd tas enefeafed the ſtrength 
of 8 wia; and yoh will enjoy more ſo- 
Id Atüfactions thin” an hs a ſtats 

cbtild Habe Eiven vod, and pry” yours 
ſelves for e te Nad in ei bah. Fei 85 
- Siſter,” Tab E 23-100 2 FINE 1 
V3 ** ſhortneſs of this Kegler — 
ahnen in comparifon of the everläſt- 
ing diffation of the ftate of reſt and reward, 
apd you will feel it to be fo ſtrong 4 reaſon F 
for Oohtentintne,” as will 6afily ſoy teſs all 
Fifings öf the conttar bi * Were a "Rats . 
of Wätzt and labogr'and afffictio to conlinue 
for ſotne — of years, TIM then in 


. N 2 5 5 N 


7 James i. 23 12. | 


reality there would b Fo no. propor A 0 tion on between 
it and an eternity of reſt and felicity and 
© glory, yet the imagination would d be over- 


come by ſo long and dark a proſpect of la · 
bour, and danger, and ſorrow, to be. paſſed 
- through before we could arrive at full fatif- 
faction and bleſſedneſs, and an intire relig- 
nation and contentment. would be a much 
more difficult attainment. But now, whe 
they are but a few years at longeſt in which 
we muſt ſtruggle: with difficulties, and feel 
the want of compleat felicity, we may be 
very well content, ſeeing our journey to be 
ſo ſhort, and our heavenly country, the a- 
bode of perfection and immutable felicity, ſo 
near. * Brethren, ſays St. Paul, who by confide; 
rations of this kind had. learnt to be content 
in every condition, the time is ſbort, let there- 
ore they that weep be -as.. though: they 
wut; and they that rejoice. as though they rej oiged 
pot; and they that buy as though they ee. ; 
Fer the faſh faſh ton. of this world paſſeth away... 
The whole of life is but as a day, when 
compared with the perpetual duration of the 
reſt and bliſs of heaven; and who can be 
diſcontented, who by a day of labour and 
reſolutiqn may ſecure A whole life of. caſe, 


_ abundance and joy? Beſides, it deſerves well 


to he conſidered, that the ſcaſons of diffi- 
culty and afflictien which provoke you "= 
fieser nee make but ® Ther: Fare of: " 
2 : Jay. | 


ts 
” 


2 2 Cor. vii, 29. 
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LENS 5: + - 


1 nall' proportion Ty 
pain 2 — bear to. the time wheres 
in you are capable of f purſuing the buſineſs, 
and enjoying the delights of life with-ſpirity 
and how does it diſappear when we wonld 
ſiet it againſt a ſtate of perpetual eaſe, and 
immortal health and vigour? A ſtate which 
ve may beſt: prepare ourſelves to poſſeſs, and 
ſecure moſt abundantly, by beating and im- 

| proving well our momgents :of .fickneſs and _ 

3 in. TERS. oY" I SAY nde brats rw Punt > 
Are you called- to Atruggle with ingrati- 
— peeviſhneſas, ill humour, and injuſtice; 
and prompted to think it hard, that the vices 47 
and follies of others ſhould thus in 


your ſelf.enjoyment? Think, that ere amidſt 


this diſcipline,” you have learnt, in a good 
degree, the meekneſs and gentleneſs of Chriſt, 
vou ſhall be called to your reward, and 
lettled in à ſtate where theſe. vices will no 
more diſturb you; and your oy will 
ceaſe, and you will with pleaſure | 
virtues, which ſhall be ſo en 
[28 riouſſy recumpenſed. What brave folder 
would refuſe to maintain, for a week, a poſt 
of hot and rough ſervice, who was aſſured, 
- that if he ns well, he ſhould certainly | 
conquer, and be rewarded with riches and 
- bree for * 
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Are you Aided. that mA ices prof. 
per, while the pious and upright art diſ- 
treſſed, reproached, perſecuted; or at beſt 
8 life ithout riches or diſtinction? 
Think how ſoon 3 tbe wicked: ball be cut 
down ai the graſs, and wither at the green 
berb ; | while they who "wait: on the Lord ſhall 
Bouriſh us the cexlars , Lebanon; and he that 
faithfully 4th tbe will of God, foal abide for 
ever ; and you will pity thoſe. whom you 
befort envied, and, inſtead of fepining, bleſs 
the God, y vill guide yu by.- Fra "counſel, 
and afterward receive jou unto glor. 
4. The example which the 8on of God . 
| has given us of chearful ſubmiſſion, intire 
roſignation, and patient, yet active good 
neſs, is anothet ſtrong reaſon for out culti- 
vating: this temper; and if ve frequently - 
dconſider it, we ſhall learn Contentment from 
Him as St. Panhdid. Thought he was b the 
brigbtneſi of tie Fatirr glory; un the: au. 
pre/iiimage of his perfections, '{d:great was his 
ſubmiſſion to his Father, and his dove to man · 
kint,::that he freadily pur of tbe form f 
Gad, and tout an him the form:rof a ſervants 
= bring: ſaund ii faſbion es a man, be bum 
bled himſelf; and dename obedient tanto ideath, 
| 3 death of ube croſi. Though : be: um 
| lady ee 5 . that - 
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e, 5 oy made rich. 
Though he Was bein of all. things, he was 


the houſe, and on the proneſinn » of ee 
enter * andi ſaubj I ta him. 


deſerved the greateſt eneoutagement, by 
tesching clearly, and proving fully, the moſt 


peficiab miraeles; yet * be daa noi wherew: thi 


of ſome devout womeg, and even. reduced! 


ta aſk of a Santerifan woman the: dhatity of 


dung gend, and his conſtant aim was thi 


temporal welfare, and eternal falvation. .of 


men, he, without. munnuringy” fabmitted 


hol: de teuled apd perſecutad. — the penſans 
hom he was. offering ehr moſt;; valnabis 

kindneſſes, and went on :« carwlly: in wells 
Deſerving as he Masdof the love of 
hischeavenlx Kaba and: always doing: what 
pleaſed: him, her yet ſubmitieit te@ be * proce 


| eing. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


gf ſorræmus, and acquainted: with grie 


en courged, crowned, with dherns, and 
0 preg t e h yet id ſaid, 


tis tele fi for hs foie * al * Zhen 


* XAvi⸗ i. Heb. xb 1. | 25 „ 50” 


6 
in a able, lodged in a manger; bred im 
When be cane forth into public life, py 


important trathe, and worlzing the moſt he- 
tu lay bit head ;; was ſupported by the bounty: 
o Work a miracle to pay a ſmell tribute, and 
4 draught of mater. | Though be ens amt = 


do % fenen by bm, being left in the —— 
and t the:raglipe.of his a mies, to be n 
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ther,” hy will be dne. For de joy thit r 
fer before bim, be endured the cri, deſpi ang 
the ſbame; and was even ſtraitened "until; 
through all theſe: hardſhips and wy. 5 
| he had accompliſhed his great deſign, ex- 
alting the glory of his Father's goodneſs in in 
the ſalvation of mankind. 211. bab 
ou that are prone to 5' be  diſcontented;' 
thiak what you are, and bat v deſerye; 
| in compariſon of the Son of God; and what 
a trifle you ſuffer, in compariſon” of what 
he ſuffered; and be aſhamed that you could 
ever think it much; that w he ſervant: ſhould = 
de at bis Lord; and, like him, er ſuf 
ſufferings, but much leſs heavy an painful: 
than his; riſe to heaven and glory. — 
. as his diſciples, and ingaged by 
n to e his iy vom n no- 


— to the —— 8 — of 
his Son, in affurance of then reſembling: him 
in his reſurrection and glory. You want 
2 the conveniencies of life, but can 
you lay, that you deſerve them better, or 
- ſhould have uſed them as well as the Son-of 
God; who, when the foxes" have boles, and 
the' birds of the air neſts, had not an houſe of 
his own, in which to reſt himſelf 2 Can 

V 
® Marth, X. 25. n * Rom. viii. 9. 


pon repins 8 God end you! to pas 
like ſabmidkon, refignation, ſtedfaſt inte- 
— indifference to the world, delight in 
_ Gee, and in your duty, and like besen 
neſs of temper with his 'own Son, when 
he promiſes, that ® as nearly as you' refemble 
him in theſe excellent diſpoſitions, ſo nearly 
ſhall you reſemble. him in the perfection of 
your bodies and minds, and in blefſedneſs 
and glory for ever? Was not the only be- 
gotten of the Father too good to be poor, 
and can you conoeit yourſelves too high in 
moral worth: to de Placed | in fo low a ſta⸗ 
tien? 

„ Grsdees this excite Wſontetcd tl 
within you, that you are called to ſpend life 
in endeavours to do good to men, and ferve 
their everlaſting intereſts, amidſt obſcurity 
and l ill-treatment, and with but ſmall ſuc 
ceſs? Look unto Jefus, who, after having 
taught, in the beſt manner, the nobleſt an 
moſt uſeful truths, and recommended them 
by miracles innumerable, and by a com- 
pleat example of all goodneſs ; was not 
| only reproached : and ill-treated in life, but, 

at his death; had the few voices of his 
| friends and followers drowned: in the cla- 

mours of multitudes, who cried, Cracsfy bim, 
Crucify him, and was even forſaken by bis 
75 


intimate friends. Think how ſmall your 
1 e _ abilities, 
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abilities, zeal, and: goodneſs compared. with C 


his; "worder' not if - world hate you, when 5 
it hated him, nor be. diſcouraged, although 


| you cannot do all the good you wiſh and 


endeavour. Difficulty, $41 5 and ill 
ſucceſs may approve, and heighten your 


devotedneſs to God, and to Chriſt, and 
your love to mankind. Rejoice. then that 


you ſerve a God, who, having called you 


to reſemble his Son in the nobleſt part of 
his character, if you overcome like oppoſi- 
tion, will cauſe you to /# down with bim 
on his throne, as he overcame, and is ſet 
down with his Father on his throne. The 
language of diſcontent for want of a kind 
reception from the world is, this world 
« js our home, and from it we expect our 
« happineſs.” But is this the genuine lan- 
guage of the diſciples of a crucified Ieſus, 


who was not of the world, who came down 
from heaven to direct our hearts and our 
feet thither; and. who, , awe are riſen 


with him, and ſeek the things that are above, 
where Chriſt fatteth at the right band of 
God, will, when he who is our life appears, 
cauſe us to appear with him in glory; and 
to be for ever with him, in the poſſeſſion 
of a glory and felicity. that can neyer fade 
away. 


There 
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Reaſons for Contentment. 
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For IT bove earned in whatſoever 2 
_ therewi th fo be content. 5 


un 
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7 8 N order to give affiſtrbee to "eb 


| *. 5 ſtians in learning this divine art, 
| a general view of it has been exhi- 
| bited; the principles on which it is 


founded, and the effects which it produces in 


ö our tempers, have been diſſinctly repre- 
ſented; and in the laſt Diſcourſe we entered 

| ON the ED? 

1 | IIId General, and offered ſome reaſons, 

| by the confideration of which we might be 

. convinced of the excellence and obligation 
1 of this temper, and through the divine bleſ- 
=: ſing formed to high 'degrees of it. Theſe 
4 reaſons are, in part, conſequences from the 


- 
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the. faur following 


dleſſings we ſtill injoy are many more, and 
gteater than we have deſerved, and the cor- 


recions we ſuffer fewer and lighter. That 


a maſt wiſe: and good God defigned the pre- 


| ſent for à ſtate af trial, and not of eaſe and 


ſalf-indulgence ; and bas every way furniſhed 


and ordered it as à Rate of trial ſhould be:; 


and that the things at which we are moſt 
prone to be diſcontented, are eſſential parts 


of ſuch a ſtate.— That our time of labour 
and affliction is very ſhort hen meaſured, 
againſt the everlaſting duration of the ſtate 
of reſt and tewatd—-And that the Son of God, 


who from his original excellence of nature, 


and his perfect Abe ag maght have drawn 


the beft pleas for an exemption. from. afflicy 
tions and diſtreſſes, yet chearfully ſubmitted 


to give us an example of ſuffering affliction 
and of patience, and was perfectly reigned 
and contented under much heavier diſtreſſea 
and ſufferings, than any which provoke ug 


to diſcontent, I would now * e er im- 
partial attention to a 


t part of the wants and evils, which tempt 
he generality to repine and murmur, are 
owing to ourſelves, and might be ſupplied or 


Mm by our acting better; and therefore 
inſtead 


fans an ative for we. @_ 
Principles ore proved, and in part, founded: 
don other troths. | Wa e and enforced 
That however diſtteſſed 
our external eireumſtances may be, yet the 
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inſtead of complaining of our condition, we 
ſhould mend 5 and all would be well. 
Are not the pinching want and extreme di- 

ſtreſs which 8 great numbers of our poor, 


evidently cauſed by lazineſs, drunkenneſs, and 


extravagance? The dothfal and the ſottiſm 
pine in want and diſcontent, while the frugal 
and induſtrious are furniſned with what is 
convenient, enjoy the good of their labours, 
and bleſs a . — God. Are any then 
conſuming in penury and diſcontent, let them 
become careful and tetaperate,' and cominend 
their: honeſt diligence to the bleſſing of God, 
and their evils will in a great meaſure be re- 
moved, and their wants ſupplied. They will 
have the pleaſures of a good conſcience to 
ſweeten and enrich what they have; and 
from the Providence of God, and the chatity 
of others, be furniſhed: with what oy” ſtill 
want, and cannot them ſelves procure. 

Do ſickneſs and pain tempt any to diſ- 
A Think how large a ſhare of theſe is 
to be imputed to intemperate indulgence, 
ſloth, and groſs imprudence; accuſtom your- 
ſelves to a {teddy temperance, proper exerciſe, 
and a regular diet, and what proceeded from 
the contrary cauſes will be removed; you will 
enjoy a good meaſure of health and chearful- 
neſs, and be enabled to bear with an eaſy 
ſubmiſſion, what is occaſioned by the frailty 
of your make, and what is purely deſigned 
* God; and _ be turned by yourſelves 


for © 
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: . Chr ions Conte 


r--the healtl .of your. ls. and ak. A... 
© means-of your being more diſengaged from 
the world, and enjoying mote abundantly 
the pleafures. of en n and eg 2 |; venly : 
ö £2 ; 7 1 

18 the nokiad, angry, and. perrerſe beha- 
viour o H others towards you, that which 
| makes. you. reſtleſs and. diſcontented? ? Confi- 


jo much an irregularity in your own 


CARE ©2005 EH EST 


paſſions, and, your faulty behaviour towards 5 


them, may have contributed to produce theſe 
diſagrecable effects. Amend theſe and vou 
will be likely to mend 8 Vour conti- 
nued Feen and goodneſs of diſpy poſition 
will overcome their evil. Or could they 
continue perverſe, the conſciouſneſs of having 
ſo well done your duty towards them, will 
yield ſatisfactions, which will in a great mea- 
ſure remove that uncaſineſ their Been 
now gives you. 

Do you repine, 3 after all your. care 


and induſtry, you want the ſhow and luxuries 7 


of life? Cotrect your falſe notions of things, 

which make you imagine, that to be TP | 
| fary to your happineſs, which really has little 
influence. upon it. Obſerve the numbets who 
are eaſy and contented without thoſe things 
for which you pine; ſeek your happineſs more 
in pleaſing: God, doing your duty, and eſta- 
bliſhing your title to the never-ending feli- 
cities of heaven, . and the torments cauſed 
5 by thoſe unreaſonable defires, anxious Cares, 


{2 


| 
| 


4 and diſap 


* 


n and you 
will find yourſelves much happier than yeu 
could have been made, by the fulleſt es 
ſion-of the -pleaſures'or the pride ef life. 
The wants and miſeries of mankind are 
by the ſplenetic and irteligious magnified 2 
to an unſurmountable oHection againſt the. 
goodneſs: of God, and un unremoveable rea- | 
ſon for diſcontent, But were we-ſo Joſt to 
God, and fo wiſe for ou ſelves, as to take 
away from this mountain all thoſe evils, 
which our own bad temper and ill conduct 
create, the remainder would appear to be 
no more than were ptoper for à ſtate of 
trial and diſcipline; no more than we might 
ben Wü 3 and reſignation how, 
and make ſubſer vient to our greater preſent 
improvement, and our more nn Py 
r 
6. Another very 3 3 5 oe our be⸗ 
ing contented, with what is allotted us by 
the moſt wiſe and good Providence of God, is 
our manifeſt ignorance, whether that which 
we are uneaſy to want would be really good 
for us, and that which we complain of be 
not beſt ; and the aſſurance which-we have 
from the word of God, that if we ſincerel 
love God and do What he commands us, all 
ſhall work for our own good. An heathen 
Poet * has written an excellent; poem to 
prove, as Fit many have been = by 
| e eir 


EE 3 Sat. X. L. 347. 
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FF their own wiſhes, That beauty, riches, 
t power, ſtrength, eloquence, and the like | 
. valued and envied diſtinctions, have proved 
in numberleſs caſes fatal to the poſſeſſor. 
And he concludes his obſervations with this 
ſalutary counſel. Leave it to the divine 
* wiſdom to determine what is good for 
* you. | Man is dearer to the gods than to 
© himſelf; for they in the room of what 
© we fondly defire, . will give what is moſt 
© convenient. We, puſhed on by blind paſ- 
t ſions, defire a wife and offspring, but they 
& alone know, whether they would prove 
e bleſſings; when you pray then, pray for 
a ſound mind in a ſound body; for a mind 
_ ** ſuperior to anger, luſt, ſenſuality, ambi- 
© tion, and the fear of death. Pray and la- 
© bour for this which is certainly good, and 
* you may certainly poſſeſs it. 
Fou are perhaps uneaſy, becauſe notwith- 
Randing your ſtricteſt temperance and regu- 
arity, you cannot acquire a vigorous ſtate of 
health. But are you ſure that if you poſſeſt 
it, you ſhould have been ſo deeply ſenſible of 
| your dependence upon God, fo fearful of of- 
| fending him, ſo tender and compaſſionate to- 
wards others, ſo diſengaged from the world, 
and ſo fixed on immortality, as you now are, 
or may eaſily become? Might not uninterrupt- 
ed health have betrayed you into a forgetful- 
nels of God, inſolence, ſenſuality, and a diſ- 


regard to he pleaſures = * mind, and the in- 
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FED) of eternity; and was it worth having 


upon ſuch terms? 


Or are you Ac c that the” long 
exerting a prudent care and an honeſt induſ- 


try, you are not rich? Obſerve the numbers 


who behaved well in ſtrait and low circum- 
ſtances, whom an affluence of the world hath 
corrupted, and made proud, ſenſual, 'intem- _ 
rate, and of conſequence diſeaſed, a bur- 
then to themſelves, a plague to others, and 
univerſally deſpiſed. Might not wealth have 
had the ſame ill effects upon you? And if you 
are diſcontented to want it, 1s not this a plain 
proof, that you loved it too well, and would 
have been likely to abuſe it? Should you not 
then inſtead of murmuring, bleſs a wiſe and 
good God, who would not indulge you to 
your ruin? Think alſo, that ſuppoſing riches 
might not have proves a ſnare to you, yet they 
might to your children. How common is it 
for young perſons, who know themſelves to 
be amply provided for as to fortune, to ne- 
glect all moral worth and improvement, and 
abandon. themſelves to an idle, uſeleſs, and 
debauched life. Thus, according to the obſer- 
vation of Solomon, who had a mortifying in- 


| ſtance of it in his ſon Rehoboam *, Riches are | 
laid up for perſons to their hurt. 


Or is this your ground of complaint, that 
you are diſappointed in a ſettlement or acqui- 
ſition, upon which Your Arr. was ſet; and 

it 
— Redkeſ, b. 13 


18 


„„ Glrifion Cintentment. 7 * 
it has been gained by another whom you chin 955 
leſs deſerving? Conſider this deſired ſituation 
might have many real diſadvantages, tho con- 
1 from you; or that you might have 
nd yourſelves after a trial, not ſo well qua- 
ljfied to improve and enjoy it as you fancied; 
x and that your proper concern is to behave well 
in the ſituation wherein you are; and then it 
will be the care of a wiſe and good God to 
place you, where you may beſt advance the 
improvement at your minds in true goodneſs 
now, and thus bene moſt happy for- 
AC. o 
Were it only that we are ignorant whe! 
ther what we eagerly defire would upon the 
Whole be good for us, and whether what we 
omplain of be not really beneficial, - this muſt 
"=o allowed a ſufficient reaſon againſt diſcon- 
tent, which might be quarreling with bene- 
— fits, or impatiently wiſhing for. evils, But 
when, we add to this, that an infallibly wiſe 
and upchangeably good God directs all the 
events of the world, ſo that not a ſparrow falls 
to the ground without him, and even the hairs 
of cur head are all numbred by him; who hath 
© promiſed, that all things ſhall work together 
fer good 70 them that love God; and. that if 
ape ſeek firſt the kingdom of God and his righte- 
 eujneſs, he will add the real bleflings of life to 
” us in this caſe to indulge to diſcontent, is 
abſurdly to ſet up our own confeſſed igno- 
rape In oppoſition to unerring knowledge, 
A and 
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and all comprehenſive wiſdom. It is vngrate- 
fully to refuſe what he, whoſe underſtanding 
is infinite, defigns for our good; and to prefer 
what we do not know but it may turn out the 
greateſt evil to us, before what he knows to 
be the direct means of effecting our greateft 
good, and orders with this intention. As 
there fore, according to the obſervation of the 
wiſe man, with regard to things external, 
No man tnoweth what is good for man in this. 
life, every one ought contentedly to leave him- | 
felf to the all-wiſe and all- gracious Providence 
of God. And none ſhould murmur, becauſe 
God who certainly knows that of which we 
are ignorant, will if we be grateful, ſubmiſ- 
ſive, and obedient, direct and appoint for us 
What he ſees to be beſt. This puts me in 
mind of another reaſon for Contentment, 
that 
7. The external advantages of which we 
are in want, are no certain marks of God's 
peculiar favour; nor are the croſs events which 
make us uneaſie, tokens of his diſpleaſure ; 
we may therefore reaſonably be ſatisfied in a 
| frait and afflicted condition, No man ought _ 
to be contented under the diſpleaſure of God 
nor to be eaſy while he is deſtitute of the real 
marks of his favour, And were ſenſual good 
and worldly proſperity certain ſigns of the love 
of God to us, we ought not to be ſatisfied 
without theſe, But the contrary to this is 4 
5 oy 
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ther generally the trutb. bum = Lord 
loveth be chaſteneth; but if ue are without. 


| chaftening, be dealeth with us as baſtards, not 


as ſons. And our Lord pronounces it to be 


- very hard for the rich to enter into the kingdom 


of Heaven, And with theſe declarations of: | 
the Apoſtle: and of Chriſt agree the circum-" 
[Ho of our Lord, and of oo ny; — By 
of the beſt men in all ages. ; 
None was ever fo dear 70 God as his hoes 
Cri Feſus, yet ſcarce any worſe accomoda- 
ted as to the world, or warſe treated by thoſe 
_— whom he lived. His Apoſtles thro 
any tribulations entered into the kingdom of 
Go. And they of whony the airy. Was not 
worthy, wandered about in ſheep-ſtins and goat- 
ins, were deſtitute, afflicted, tormented, Were 
forced to take refuge in dens and caves of the 


earth, and uſed as not worthy to live upon it, 
The truth is, © no man knoweth either the lobe 
or hatred of God, merely by any thing before 
Him, that is, by his outward condition. It is 


from his temper and behaviour in it, that he 


muſt learn his intereſt in the love of God, It 


belongs to our Sovereign to appoint us 


| 2, tion, 


the — — which he ſees beſt; and our 
great concern is to act well the part which he 


| 5 allots us, whether it be uſing aright proſpe- 


rity, or 3 and: got. ell afflic- ä 


* : Heb. a 6, 5 Luke XVills 24. » Heb. xi, 37s 


15 : Eeclel. ix. 1. 
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As we are related to eternity, 2 to fear 
God and keep his commandments is the whole 1 ; 
man, fince God will bring every work into judg- 
ment. This is our great work and higheſt in- 
tereſt, to fix a character of piety and good- 
neſs, and thus to form that temper which 
will prepare us to be happy in the ſupream 
love of God and of Jeſus, in the! perfect prac- 
tice of all goodneſs, and in the ſociety. and, 
friendſhip of angels, reſiding with them in 
the court of Heaven. And as from the de- 
clarations of our Saviour, from the reaſon of 
the thing, and experience of many ages, it is 
certain, that worldly wealth and eaſe are too 
generally hindrances to the cultivating this 
temper and character, and incline men to 
ſeek their happineſs in gratifying their ſenſes 
and animal paſſions, neglecting all moral im- 
provement, the favour of God, and the bleſ-. 
ſedneis of Heaven. And on the other hand, 
leſs abundant circumſtances, and a mixture 
of affliction, ſoften the mind to religious im- 
 preflions, and naturally diſpoſe perſons to de- 
rive their happineſs from a good hope of the 
divine approbation, from the ſatisfaction of a 
good conſcience, and a clear title to the hea- 
venly felicity; no conſiderate perſon can ſee 
reaſon to be diſcontented, if God hath ap- 4 
inted him that ſituation, which is evidently ;- 
moſt favourable to his everlaſting pee 
and bleſſedneſs. 
It 


the. ee 
*s 


4 Eccleſ. vii. 13. 


22 dn” 70 


f pl It! is granted, that ſhould the Providence of 


reward a moderate application to buſi. 


| as; and an honeſt induſtry, with wealth and 


proſperity, we ate to rejoice in theſe as the 
gifts of Heaven; 70 be rich in good works, 


Teady to dfiribute, willing to communicate, Jay- | 
ing up treaſures in Heaven; where we ſhall 
receive a reward in dignity and value propor- 


'tioned to the greatneſs of our improvements, 
and the difficulty of managing ſuch * zalents 


well. But if the wiſdom of God appoint us 
a a condition, like that in which he placed his 
well beloved Son, it is plain we have no reaſon 
upon this account to think ourſelves leſs fa- 
voured of God. We ſhould rather rejoice, 
that by following his ſteps, and behaving like 


him, with reſignation, humility, benevolence, 
and integrity, and chearfully purſuing the 


crown of life and immortality, we may ren- 
der ourſelves alſo the beloved children of God, 
s heirs and joint heirs with Feſus Chriſt, of an 


inberitance incorruptible and undefiled, and 
that Fadeth not away, reſerved Tn us in Hea- 
ven. To add no more 

8. Confider the many real 1 inconveniencies 


a which attend thoſe whom you are apt to 


envy, and thoſe ſtations of life for not being 
placed in which you are diſcontented, and 
you will ſee great reaſon to be contented with 

ny thi "gs as you have ®, „ 2  fleep of a la- 


bouri 8 


1 Tim. vi. 7 1 6 t Rom. viii. 17. 
1 Pet. i. 4. u Ecclef. v. 12. 


* 


8g Regfns ext Mabe fie | 

bouring man, ſaid a wile King, is ſweet hd 
ther he eat little or much, but the abundance 
of the rich will not fer him to ſleep. * Giue 
me neither poverty nor riches, prayed the wiſe 
and pious Agur, but feed me with food conue- © 
nient for me; leaſt I be full and deny thee, 
and ſay, aubo is the Lord? Or teaſt 1 be poor 
and ſteal, and take the name g ax BE in Vain 
That is, leaſt I commit injuſtice, and, endea- 
vour to cover it by perjury. ; 

The condition even of Kings will appear 
to have little in it to tempt a wiſe man. to 
envy them, who conſidered the weighty and 
continual cares of government, the violent 
and unbounded paſſions excited by royalty, 
which expoſe them to ſorrows violent as the 

| paſſions diſappointed ; the incumbrance of 

majeſty, which renders them for a great part 
of their time a kind of ſplendid ſlaves to ce- 
' remony, and priſoners of ſtate ; the fewneſs 


of their known and real friends, the number 


of their flatterers, and the -greater number of 
thoſe who envy or hate them; the variety 
and greatneſs of their temptations, the large- 
[neſs of their account, and the few they find 
who will venture to caution them againſt the 
one, or put them in mind of the other. Add 
to theſe, their being deprived of the pleaſures 
of a mind calm and undiſtracted, ever diſ- 
750 to reliſh en and reaſonable delights, 
and 


* i Prov. xxx. 8. 


þ; 


ere and approved. = 


ſrong the beholding it with his eyes ?. The lar- 
r the fortune 2 any, the greater the atten⸗ 


fion and ſolicitude neceſſary to preſerve and 


manage it well, the more their wants real or 
imaginary, and the more the dependencies 
an expectations of others from them. If 
obſetve the world with judgment, you 


ſelf-enjoyment, and a higher reliſh of natural 


and rational pleaſures, among perſons of mo- 
derate fortunes, than among the rich and 


great; and more complaints, wearineſs of 


| 


themſelves, and ſatiety of life, where 


continual gayety, and pleaſures eyer new and 


pends more upon the temper of our minds, 
than the colour of our ſtate, and the affluence 
of our fortunes. He who doth not govern 


his deſires, and who cannot be contented with 


a little, will not find Contentment in a great 
deal; but will feel his wants and his deſires 
inlarging as faſt, or faſter than his poſſeſſions. 


Do not therefore ſuffer yourſelves to be im- | 
poſed upon by the glare of a perſon's outward 


condition, Happineſs is not a ſhowy thing, 
nor en it refide without a man, bot: within 


j 
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; 2 to enjoy the fatisfaCtions of ſcabs 


* When riches „ they. are. "increaſed 4 ; | 
that eat them, and what good is it to the owner 


will generally find more Neal, chearfulneſs, 


the firſt vie vy you would expect nothing but 1 


ſatisfying. For in ſhort, true ſatisfaction de- 


wi 
—— 
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his own boſom. Conſider the real advantages 


of your own ſituation, and improve theſe; 
and obſerve narrowly the uneafineſſes and 
complaints of thoſe, whom you are often 
tempted to envy, and it will mightily diſ- 
pe Joo. to become contented and thank- 


Obs elt for Ei migh 
mentioned, but theſe, if well confidered and 
digeſted, will be found ſufficient, with the 
divine bleſſing, to form and eſtablich this 
tem he Let us therefore earneſtly beg the 
God of peace to bleſs us in our entleavours, 
by frequently recollecting theſe reaſons to che- 
ith in our boſoms a diſpoſition, which not 
only does the higheſt honour to the moſt wiſe 
and good Providence of God, but has the 
moſt immediate and favourable influence on 
our happineſs here and hereafter. This will 
abundantly appear, when we have confider- | 
ed the motives to cultivate it, which" * be | 
e in the next Diſcourſe, | 


e 34 J=RMON. 
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ws 
Motte, to Contentwent. 


i pi Ir. i iv. e 5 
or 1 hos learned in whatſoever ſlate 1 an, 


_ therewith fo be content. 185 


PEERS AVIN o in the at Dit. 
= & courſes given you a general view 
of this amiable and happy diſpo- 
fition, ſhown the principles on 
Which it is founded, and the 
chief inſtances in which it manifeſts itſelf; - 
and mentioned varions reaſons, the habitual 
conſideration of which is of great efficacy to 
| produce i it, our method leads us to execute 
what was Propoſed | as the ſecond part of 


ko 
| " 111d. General, VIZ, to ak to your 
thonghts ſuch motives, as ſhould determine 


hy by a daily and attentive conſideration of the 
| | M 2 rreaſons 


Reaſons a e * 


ee, Contentment, to make it our pre- 
valling diſpoſition. - Omitting various other / 
motives, - let me deſite you ſeriouſly to weigh 


ture and happy fruits of Contentment, and 
the evil nature and 6: Fg effects of diſ- 
. . „ 
1 The e br e happy effects 
of Contentment ſhould ſtrongly recommend it 
to us, and determine us with daily c care and 
attention to cultivate it. | 
I. The moral ae "EPI of this ai en ho 
ſhould ingage us to cheriſh it. It is one of the 
nobleſt attainments in, the- chriſtian temper, 
n 0 therefore worthy of all our care to learn 
"This acquieſcence in all that God ap- 
pon manifeſts the moſt honourable appre- 
nſions, and firm belief. of the boundleſs 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs of a governing 
God. It is heartily to approve, in oppoſition | 
to all the clamours of ſenſe, appetite and paſ- 
ſion, whatever God approves; and from a 
ſuperior regard to him to receive what is moſt 
diſagreeable to theſe, as yet beſt, It is an ha- 
bitual and practical acknowledgment of the 
wiſdom, equity, and kindneſs of all God's 
diſpenſations, even where to ſenſe, fancy, 
and perhaps to our ſhort-ſighted reaſon, they 
may appear unaccountable. Ir is like the an- 
gels to derive our happineſs, not from the 
gratifications of ſenſe, or the pleaſures of ima- 
gination, | but from love, 00S, and gg 
on 


e following, drawn from the excellent na- 


want, ill treatment and ſofferings, and u 


will of « God oh: bag 5 * do 
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Ven, by 


< enary religion. But even this g 


picty, when like our bleſſed Lor 


d, we per- 
ſeyere zcalouſly todo the will of God; amidſt. 


the heavieſt afflictions with our hearts fay, 


Father thy will be done. Let us en ail. 
gently cultivate this excellent diſpoſition, and 
 endeayour' every day to learn more of it, 
For tho! we ſhall never learn it in perfection 
while here, yet we may become continual 
proficients in it, and thus every day 
Fiks to our bleffed Maſter, more dear to God, 
more happy in ourſelves, and more meet for” 5 


the bleſſedneſs of Heaven. Tr 


„ This temper commends us desuhilh/ be to 
the divine approbation, and to the favourable 
. . of his e and ſu . of 


2 
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5 er; 1 bod the ſatisfactions of going; good, 
from the improvement of our minds in every 
amiable quality, and our preparation for tlie 
friendſhips, employments, and pleaſures of 
Heaven. And when'like St. Paul we have E 


0 ewe © d cheatfully alle anbei te 2 
1 than while he indulges us in the plea- 
fures and grandeur of life, was in the oe” , 
ment of Satan with relation to Jeb, kind 
. ene 
accuſer can find nothing to cenſure in bur 


day grow more 
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reaſons for Contentment, to make Went pres 
© 77 0 diſpoſition. Omitting various other F 
| motives, let me deſire you {crioully to weigh” 
| the following, drawn. from the excellent na- 
ture and happy fruits of Contentment, and 
the evil nature 8 miſchie vous * of Wi 
as . | -_ 
| The exce 2 1 355 e eee 
of Contentment ſhould ſtrongly recommend it 
to us, and determine us with daily care. and 
attention to cultivate it. * 
1. The moral excellence of this e 
chould ingage us to cheriſh it. It is one of the 
nobleſt attainments in the chriſtian temper, 
F «pg therefore worthy of all our care to learn 
This e in all that God ap- 
points, manifeſts the moſt honourable appre- 
bene and firm belief of the boundleſs 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs of a governing 
God. It i is heartily to approve, in oppoſition 
to all the clamours of ſenſe, appetite and paſ- 
ſion, whatever God approves ; and from a 
ſuperior regard to him to receive what is moſt 
difagreeable to theſe, as yet beſt, It is an ha- 
bitual and practical acknowledgment of the 
- wiſdom, equity, and kindneſs of all God's 
diſpenſations, even where- to ſenſe, fancy, 
and perhaps to our ſhort-ſighted reaſon, they 
may appear unaccountable. It is lixe the an- 
gels to derive our happineſs, not from the 
gratifications of ſenſe, or the pleaſures of ima- 
gination, but from love, waged and 
on 
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5 qua ity, and our r preparation for 854 . 
fltiendſhips, employments, and” pleaſures of 
9 ae | And when like E Ie. Paul we ave” . 


r 
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longer, than while he indulges us in the plea- 
| fures and grandeur of life, was in the judge-' 
ment of Satan with relation to Feb, a kind 
of metcenary religion. But even this grand 
accuſer can find nothing to cenſure in Gr # 
piety, when like our bleſſed Lord, we per- 
ſevyete zealouſſy to do the will of God, and 8 
Want, ill treatment and ſufferings, and under 
ce heavieſt afflictions with our hearts fay, 
| Father thy will be dme. Let us therefore dili- 
gently cultivate'this excellent diſpoſition, and 
endeàvour every day to learn more of it. 
For tho? we ſhall never learn it in perfection 
while here, yet we may become conti null! 
Res e in it, and thus every da) grow more 1 
like to our blefled Maſter, more dear to God, = 
more happy in ourſelves, and moro meet bor 
the bleſſedneſs of Heaven. For 1 7 
2. This temper commends us dein 10 5 
mie divine approbation, and to the favourable! 
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«en by ee, 
* a eward 
„ ee decke 


v rk 38 the whele it ich e belt _— 
ws, and gonſiſtent with our greateſt improve» 

ment in virtue and Piety, and with eur high 
bappineſß in Heaven. Or ſhould eur hes 
Father, forthe heightening eur faith;and.piety;_ 
and refignation, Sontigus us in lefs/abundam «© 
circumſtances, in which we behave iſo well; 2 
be weill then grant us ſuch a clear aſſurance of 4 
bis fayour, and we ſhall have fo many ſenfible 


| proofs of his kind interpoſition for dur ſopply, f 
and our real welfare, as will gire . | 4 


maore exalted ſatisfactions, than the moſt abu 
Gant circumſtances: without this ſenſe of the 

love of God can yield; and a having + oth —̃ 
we thall in effect pſeſs all things.. Os 


Ve ſhallf be clearly convineed, if further we | 
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ol his excellent diſpoſition, and 3 : 
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een man who .ha ſhall make. hs wi. 
| + Wav our exeraily of ah temper yields ie im- 
aſi noble ſatisfactions. It is compoſed. 
of gratitude, love, reſignation to God, and 
ſteddy truſt in him; of gentleneſs and good- 
neſs towards others, and a continual regard to 
immortality, and lively hopes of the dleſſed⸗ 
neſs commenſurate with it. All theſe acts of 
the mind being converſant about the greateſt 
and beſt objects, naturally give the richeſt 
pleaſutes while they are exerted; they aug- 
went alſo, the ſtrength and perfection of the 
mind, give a moſt pleaſing ſatisfaction. when 
we reflect that ſo good a temper prevails, and 
makes us accepted of God; and they qualify 
us with increaſing joy to look forward to im- 
mortality, as by doing and ſuffering the will 
of God here we are e and intitled to 
poſſeſs . 

Tbe W which- Pr 1 * PR 
5 oaks: generally. corrupt and weaken the 
human mind; at beſt add nothing to its moral 
improvement, afford us no reaſon to conclude 
ourſelves approved by God, and no way pre- 
pare us for the heavenly bleſſedneſs. Wbere- 
as the chriſtian who in every ſtate derives his 
Latisfactions from God and from himſelf, hath 
not only joys of his own, which are indepen- 

dent ot the world, but by every ſatisfaction 

be feels increaſes the ſtrength of bis mind, 
and inlarges its * for the moſt valu- 
1 D 1% 01.49; 5 1 22 * 
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| health; children, friends, reputation, or the 
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able Alba, —— Mel — to Gods 
| mu approved of I 0  _ 
the. proper happipeſs of a — — * 4 
5 ee! Bring | in the world ba bite . 
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1 N nt of miad improves the 
| enjoyment of the various external good things 
in our poſſeſſion, and lightens the -prefiure 
- of eyery "Lnfible evil. Gratitude to God, and 
an antite acquieſcence in what is ae us 

by him, double the pleaſure of ey Ae a 

ment. The boſom of the contented chriſtian | 

is free from whatever would embitter its. and EY 

ſupplies additional ſwests. It is evident that 
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- conveniencies of life, muſt yield joys. of, 7 
| 15 reliſh to bim, | who) thankfully oN] 1 
the neſs of God in granting them, ter 
gate s: ugh Ming as inſtances of his loving kindheſe, 
given becauſe upon the whole beſt. 1 hi, 
and as earneſts of the more dhe and co. 


| ſummate. bleſſiogs'of immottelitn; than ke 


can receive from eee, . em 

9 a blind courſe of Natur and moſt moſt 
be without any ſenſe of the e e 1 
mingle with them, and ches no aſſuran cer 
_ their continuance, and no expectation of-bet- 
ter thivgs hereafter. And then; this caly\re- 
ſigned temper cauſes eyils to he ſcarcely; felt 
by us; for diſpoſing us to tegardethem as un 
dier the direction of God, intended for our 
| greateſt, __ und 3 en 1 3 125 
b ny ; 


8 


e 0 a aha "= 
difagreeable medicine” would de a wile "_ F 
who ke it would certaibly reſtore his 
health; er than a few days travel thro? bad 


roads, and bad weather, would g ive to one, 
3 Who knew! ther: it would being im to an a- 
greeable and abundant ſettlement for life. The 
niain hurt adverſity can do us, is to render us 
5 Aiſcontented; and when this is prevented, the 
tdemalhing pain may be chearfully borne by a 
perſon animated with a fenſe of the divine 
complace ey, and the neat vic of : a bleſſed 
immortality.” 112. 9 2 WR Lo * T0 1 . 72 1 51 
Further; Calerarmennoth but condition 
aſſiſts us 10 removing whatever is really pre- 
judicial ot neopvenient in it. The calmneſs, 
hich! is the feſült of this diſpof ition, pre- 
A1Lerves our Reaſon: clear and vigorous; qualified 
© diſcern the beſt meaſures: for ifreeing-ours. 
Alves from evil, er procuring! good; and the 
Whele man ih che beſt poſture! vigorouſly to 
vie thein. Inſlead of lying down under the bur- 
den; and indulging to fretfulneſs and gloomi- 
Hels, S bibh ment nothing, the contented 
— ebiiftian* lets Him ſelf to amend what can be 
 Unſended;' and then more eaſily bears what 
eatnot be altered And he is not alone in s 
| <Hideavours! tos better his 'e6ndition.: It was 
Proved jeſt how; that God is peculiarly dif- 
Poſed e affiſt him. And the ſweet. 
vels and gentleneſs of his temper, together 
With His * . LY | 
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do cheer, relieve, or ſupply: hi” » Whereas 
the perfor h abandons hi himſelf to peeviſh 
tho' he needs che Meg a others. 
| maſt; can 2 expect it; diſobliging then 
; by his ill humòur and fretfulneſs, and render- „ 
* himſelf contemptible by meanly ſinking 
under thoſe troubles, which 2 manly. relſns 
: tio tion would bear and fafmognt;ocr INS 2h 
Again; nothing is more ornamental to our 
Kein profeſſion, and more recommend 
ing of it to others, than this excellent diſpo- 
ſition. A good man ſtruggling with mi. 
2 */ fortunts, and riſing above them, is, aides 
a heathen Philoſopher, a ſpectacle wortbhy 
0 6 es attention of God:“ and he' certainly ' 
commands the veneration of: men. To bo 
grateful to God, and pleaſed with what he 
diſpenſes, While every thing around us is a- 
greeable to ſenſe and imagination, is no diſ- 
tinguiſhing attainment. But to ſmile. where 
others would rage, to be thankful when others 
quarrel with heaven, and to enjoy ourſelves 
in circumſtances wherein others can hardly 
endure life, this manifeſts a noble ſtrength N 
mind, a firm faich in God and in immortali- 
ty, and the divine excellence of that religion. 
2 the precepis, examples, and promiſes of 
which, we are, raiſed to this heraic-- temper, 
and e to overcome the world; and Will 
n 1 N . Fs. 1 
5 * 1 1 s Seen deProvid. Divina.. BE a "* 3 | 
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diſpoſe thoſe +who- . deſire to be b 


Finally; Contet tment avith our W | 
hord'i is the beſt- preparation for enjoying the 
perfect reſt and bleſſedneſ of heaven, and a 


| foretaſte and.afſutance of it. If the * peace of 
| God-which paſſeth all underſtanding, 


keep our hearts and minds thro" Fe 2 Cbriſt, 


VWe are attempered to the Happineſs of hea- 
ven, and ſhall certainly poſſeſs it. God will 


give the beſt bleſſings to thoſe, who are 
» thankful for, and well imptove, the lowen 
enjoyments of this life. And if we » endure 


when tried by afflictions, we ſhall be quali- 


ſied to enter upon eternal reſt, and receive as 


© 2 reward of our patience, reſignation, and 


continued chearful dili in the ſervice oi 


amidſt loſſes and afflictions, the crown 
of life and immortality; | The chief ſatisfac- 


tons of the contented chriſtian being drawn, 
not from ſenſual gratifications, or the yain 

ſhow of life, all wi 
but from gratitude. and, love to God, from a 
ſtrong faith and pleaſing apprehenfion-of his 


ich muſt-periſh in death, 


unbounded wiſdom and goodneſs, and an in- 
tire reſignation to them; from the teſtimony 


of a good conſoience, from a warm and active 
benevolence, and, frequent ſerious regamds to 
that ſtate of exalted devotion, goodneſs, and 
1065 for which he i is fe his ſoul is 
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fitted to — bil of — e 
God ſhall call him up to it. Having with 
pleaſure done the wal of God; and received. 
all his diſpenations-in this mixed ſtate of 
things, he is qualified with a tranſport of de- 
"a to do the will: of God as Angels de in 
1 his love 10 God and yoo being 
now made perſect, and to be :compleitlp 
| bid: in what God ſhall there ant, hi: 
And God hath promiſed to thoſe who reſerad 
ble his beloved gon in Contentment and Reßg- 


9 
nation, and overcome the various evils and 


afflictions of life, that they ſhall fit down with 5 
- Feſus on bis throne, as . eee n 
fet down 'with' bis Father on his:throne; > +1: 
Thbeſe are ſome of the good gin of Cons 
tentment, a diſpoſition in itſelf ſo excellent, 
which ſhould ſtrongly determine us to 8 1 
3 Warmen  refletions, || Let me now. | 
| O00, Briefly rex repreſent the e i ae 
1 and miſchievous effects of Diſcontent. - 
With-regatd'to God, Diſcontent vin ed | 
13 charging him as deſective in wiſdom, juſtice; 
-. | = penal! as not knowing, or not chuſing 
do direct events in the beſt manner; and pre- 
. tending,” that we could order things better 
dbr as not doing us juſtice, at læaſt as treating 
vs unkindly. And who dares look up to thẽ 
ünfinitely wiſe, righteonus, and good maker 
. need governor of all, to whom EE: 
 entnplaining creature dwes every: thing, 3 
maintain _ OTF 2 how Mal in-the 
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kee nene thois thi every ck res 
new it! But if every thing beſdiſpoſed or over - 


tuled by God! with infallible: Ve 'and . 
boundleſs: benevolence, and for the beſt, -why. 


are you dllcontented? Why: do you envy to 


others, hat God ſees fit to diſpenſe to them? 


And why with ſecret murmurs-refuſe what he 


deals to you? Cettainly the ſinfulneſs of this | 
it to 
1. 
| It prevents our enjoying hs good bf wy 
various gifts, in which à kind Providence i in 
dulges us. The heart that repines at wanting 


tempet is very great, and it is, as it Rs 
be, its own puniſhment. 


any thing which it paſſionately and unreaſon- 
ably deſires; overlooks all the bleſſings in its 
poſſeſſion ; or thro the pain which diſcontent 


 cauſes;/is difabled for reliſking tbem. Wit⸗ 
neſs King Ahab, who ſoured by Naboth's re. 


fuſal to el him his vineyard; could not enjoy 


the pomp or pleaſures of his court, but took 
to his bed, and ſullenly refuſed his Rod nor 


would-be reconciled to it, till Ferebe! by 
murder had put him into the poſſeſſion of the 
vineyard, which he - unreaſonably - 3 


Take alſo another ſtriking inſtance . 


who tho the favourite of the greateſt. — 


natch, was by His pride made ſo diſcontented, 


becauſe Mordecar. — not ſtaop to him, 


when all the court beſides, and all the ein- 
pire, bowed before him; that he him ſolf, Y - 
after having reckoned up to bis v wiſe. and his 


YH, W TULLE V. Sf 3 * 223 160 # 'M 12 friends, 


1996 N 1 7 Efther v. 13. 


Tien: hs; SR ry 170 his Br wn the i, 

2 * his hilgren, and all the things wherein the, 
Ing bad promoted bim; and bo be had ad- 

dined bim abvae-the Princes and ſervants of 


ting ab the Ki ng $ ga e 8 
os 80 of the malignant influence Which 


25 how ſtrongly ſhould they ercits us tn 
guard againſt any degrees of this temper. For 
while Contentment turns a defart into a para- 


| 
Bc 
BY 
| 
5 
5 diſe, this withers all the flowers, And. blaſts 
1 


fortleſs.as a deſart. And it not only deſtro 8 


5 the pleaſure of every epjoymenty but it [ 
| 4 Further :doubles/ the ſmart: of kvety evil . 


| | adding ftetfulneſs of mind to pait uf body; 
Jo ward vexation 0 outward reproach; the loſs 
bf pekce to the loſe of friends, and internal 


external abundance. As a ſilly bind uneaſy 
to be conſined in a cage, by fluktering and 


pleaſure againſt God, peeviſnneſs and envy as 
gainſt men, and a gloomy ſorrow of mind, 


the: King; yet declares, all chis- availeth ne 


nothing, 12 Jo as TI. fee Mordecai ale Feu ft. 
4 What pena 


Ment has wer all the bleſfings of life; 


all the fruits of paradiſe, and makes:it com- 


£ pining -ard: poverty to the loſs o abſence of 


ſtilving to get out, only bruiſes itſelf againſt 
the fides of its priſon, and adds pain and A fire 

to confinement, while another feeds and fings; 
Jo the diſcontented, indulging ta ſullen dif- 


| becauſe: they cannot have every thing they 
wiſh; inflict on themſelves. evils of a ſeverer 
5 W 280 the meer n the greateſt 
| 0 3 + ti ot afflio- | 
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affiGions 0p could kde in « reſigned 
Kh: Ao which. befkhions the a 60 
ableneſs of it, it brings on itſelf all cheſe evils 
to no purpoſe. A wiſe man would ſubtnit to 
Ren Whg. prevent greater, or to pro- 
eure more conſiderable goods; but be muſt be 
a a fool who laſhes and tortures himſelf to no 
good end; for diſcontent ſupplies no want, 
eniove= o evil, and amends no defect. With 
regard: ta God it muſt be wholly fruitleſs, who 
will not, in compliance with. our perverſe hu- 
mours, alter the wiſe and good and an don 
eerted ſchemes of his Providence. 20 has 
hardened (bimſelf. again bim, und 5 ? 
We might as well hope, if our eyes were ſore, 
| 5 hinder by our murmnrings the ſun from 
and ipaining us with this brightneſs. If 
wel: * humbled vurſelves under: the ries Fa band of 
God, accepted.the correction of our faults and 
amended, this would probably intline a mer- 
ciful' God to remove s chaſtiſements, and 
grant us bleffings which we ſhould then be 
prepared to receive with thankfulneſs. But 
ſullenneſs, murmuts, and obſtinacy, When 
, we ate under lighter corrections, will only 
bring upon us heavier; till a righteous God 
at laſt breaks in pieces the ſtubborn ereatute, 
that would not bend and ſubmit to his will. 
And if we conſider this temper with regard to 
ne our 9 ICIS in: een will not at 
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duce a great change for the better. 


mend our temper and condition would pro 
And our 
reaſon is fo clouded by repining and melan- 


choly, that we can neither diſcern our 


real intereſt, and the beſt ways of throwing 
off the eyils we groan under, and procuring 


the good we defire, nor x Panne them with 
„„ 

Finally, by the torments of a ite We 

mind here, we prepare ourſelves for the com- 


pany and ſufferings of wretched ſpirits in hell; 


fince a great part of their miſeries are cauſed by 


fruitleſs rage againſt God, whoſe appointments 
they cannot ſet aſide, by galling ſtruggles with 
chains which they can never break, and eager 


and impatient covetings of thoſe good things, 
which they would not ſeek in a way of ſub- 


miſſion and obedience to God, and muſt ut- 
terly deſpair of gaining i in a ſtat of murmur- 


ing and rebellion, 


To ſum up in a few words this perſuaſive 
to cultivate a contented temper, and to ſup- 
preis the firſt riſings of the contrary. Content- 
ment 5 ok a little heaven upon earth, and 


hn qualific 


biin cantentmenr. — 

alt Ailpoſe them in a friendly manner, to 
help and relieve us. On the contrary, the fal- 
lies of an angry and impatient ſpirit provoke ' 
Harſh and unkind returns from them. And 
with regard to ourſelves, diſcontent is alſo 
fruitleſs. That time and ſpirit and ſtrength 
of mind are conſumed in a ſullen gloomineſs, 
or reſtleſs complainings, which if 1 50 to 


e r - n a Go 


n 


of W 
| qualifies us to enjoy heaven and bleſſec A 
perfection and forever. While diſcontent hav- 


ing puniſhed us with a Little hell here, drives 


us downward to the regions of fruicleſs-rage, 
| heart-burning murmurs, and black deſpair. 

- You are I preſume by theſe conſiderations 

fully convinced of the excellency and happi- 

neſs of a contented, reſigned, and grateful 
temper, and fully reſolved to cultivate it. You 
are then prepared to receive with attention, 

and follow with diligence, the directions pro- 


r to be obſerved, if you would acquire it; 


theſe therefore I ſhalt recommend in the 1 next 
ae. nd 9 7 8 the 1 
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1 -_ contented Diſpoſition. 


Phy 


5 therewith to be content. 8 | rin : 


O give aſſiſtance to thoſe who 
are deſirous of learning this di- 
vine art, in the preceding Diſ- 
courſes a general vie y was given 


ples on which it is founded, and the effects 
theſe are fitted to produce, were diſtinctly re- 
preſented. - Various reaſons were mentioned, 
che frequent e ſerious conſideration of which 
s very uſeful to ſtrengthen this temper; and the 
chief motives urged, N ſhould determine 


of the nature of it; the princi- 


. 


re 


— 


by 


100  Direftion for forming : 
us to give all diligenceto.i improve ourkelvesin 
it, Our method now leads us : 
IV. To recommend ſuch directions to. be | 
| dirt as may facilitate our acquiſition of 
this temper, and improvement in it. And 

beſides making the principles and reaſons of 
chriſtian Contentment before offered, familiar 
to the. mind by frequent and ſerious medita- 
tions upon them, I would adviſe the practice 
of the lowing rules, as of great efficacy to 
form and eſtabliſh this amiable. and. happy 

diffoſition. ' 

1. Let us make 1 our e in the 
divine favour, by prevailing habits of piety and 
goodneſs. Vou have ſeen that chriſtian Con- 
tentment is mainly founded on the belief of 
God's infinitely wiſe and good Providence, and | 
of our peculiar intereſt in it, ſo that all events 
ſhall certainly work for our good; and on the 
noble hope, that we are under the conduct of 
God advancing towards a ſtate of compleat 
and everlaſting felicity. And nothing but our 

becoming habitually and prevailingly virtuous 

and devout can give us ſuch rational and 
lively hopes in God, and for eternity, as will 
inable us to be chearful and contented, what- 
ever befals us by the way. Beſides, irregu- 
lar and guilty paſſions are a continual diſtur- 
bance to the boſom in which they rage, and 
will never ſuffer it to know a ſettled ſatisfac- 
tion. 7 te wrap 10 Ae 5 troubled fea,. 
: "0: 
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neſs, anger, luſt, or envy have any ſway 
within, our peace of mind will be leſs. 


Would we then be contented, let us be ſe- 


riouſly and intirely devoted to God, and make 


it the great concern of life, to be approved by 


him, and happy forever. Let us make re- 
ſerve of no ſinful paſſion, but © deny all un- 


_ godlineſs and worldly luſts, and thoroughly re- 


form whatever under ſerious views of death 


and a future judgment gives us anxiety, and | 


makes us to fear the condemnation of God. 
A partial and defective religion and obedience, 


| will yield us at beſt but a broken and imper- 
fect peace of mind. But when by an intire 
compliance with the demands of the chriſtian. 


covenant, we have made clear our title to its 


exceeding great and precious promiſes; when 
by daily love, gratitude, and devotedneſs to 
God; by an uniform integrity, goodneſs and 


mercifulneſs of diſpoſition; by moderate affec- 


tions to this world, and continual. regards to 


immortality, we have made our calling and 
election to life eternal ſure, and qualified our 
ſouls to enjoy the ſatisfactions diffuſed from a 
elear ſenſe of the loye of God, and bright proſ- 
pects of a glorious and happy eternity; the 


5 nn 
185 © Ti. 12. 


| #* Coutented Diſpoßtin. 10 
5 ink it cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire | 


and dirt. There is no peace ſays my God to the 
wicked. In proportion alſo as pride, covetouſ- 
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wilt 2 Wannen — pollſion of dur 
hearts | rhrough Feſus Ghrift. - 1 
2. I we would be contented in every. q 8 
let us accuſtom ourſelves to eye and acknow. 
ledge the overruling direction of God in all 
events; and by humble and fervent prayer 
commend ourſel ves to his favorable guidance 
and bounty. Although God really dire all 
events, yet it will contribute little to the p 
of our minds, unleſs we babitvate ourſelves. 
to confider and trace his moſt wiſe and good 
Providence in all. As I obſerved in the be- 
ginning, "this eulmed the mind of Fob, under 
noperalieyed tofles and afflictions, that he 
conſideted the fury of the elements and of 
wicked ren us under the direction of God; 
fo that when che Chaldzans carried away his 
ſubſtance, and a ſtorm of wind killed his chil- 
dren, he ſaid, the Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath Taken away, gail le themame of the Lard, 
Does then a ſickly conftitatioittempt us to dif- 
content? Let us conſider it as a neceſſary diſ- 
cipline appointed by God, who Jans our 
fouls and bodies, te teach us ſubmiſſion, re- 
fignation} àfhngagement from the world, and 
a heavenly/ temper, and to qualify us for the 
_ fewards of theſe diſpoſitions in an everlaſting 
flate. We ſhall then be contented, and thank- 
fol, that light affiftions which are but for a 
moment, vi work ont for us a far more em. 
treding, « even an "A ol eperght 4 glory. 


great and good: ee. aid 93 — 
ſincerely but imperfectly religious, or to teach 
us that worldly proſperity is not the happineſs 
of man, nor this wor id his bome, and the likes l 
and that when they have accompliſhed theſe =_ 
ends, they will be caft into tlie fire, and pu 
niſhed according to their deſerts; Our great 
rom falls t 


M aſter aſſures us, that not a ſparr 
the ground without God, and that even the hairs 
of our head are numbered by bim. Let us ſted- 

_ faſtly believe and frequently conſider this, and - 
what to us appears to be confuſion, irregula+ 
 fity, and a ſubject for diſcontent, as — 
ing only from men and from; ſecond cauſes; 
will appear to be all wiſe and good in the de- 
gn of God, and in the final iſſue, and there» | 
5 res to be willingly acquieſced in by us. 1 
I To cheriſh. this perſuaſion by daily W 
ceations to God, heartily commending our- 
ſelves to his peculiar guidance, will then be 
our wiſdom, in a world wherein we ſee only 
ſiecond cauſes; and without thus daily refreſh- 

ing our remembrance of him, ſhould be prone 
do forget and diſregard the firſt and chief. Be 
careful for. nothing, ſays St. Paul juſt before 

te Text, but in every thing by prayer, and ſup- 
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| plication, with — let: Jour requeſts 4 : 
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of God will prevail in your hearts. The comi⸗ 
mending with humility and reſignation our 
afflictions to the divine compaſſion, and our 
wants to the divine bounty, is one condition 
of our receiving from God relief under the 
one, and a ſupply for the other; and prayer 
may thus produce Contentment, by procuring 
the removal of what tempted us to repine. 
Prayer alſo to God, that he would form in us 
this excellent diſpoſition, is one condition of 
his ſucceeding our honeſt and conltant age 
Nevers to learn it. 

And then, prayer by a natural „ rea 
leres the mind, and diſpoſes to Contentment. 
Have we not often found our ſorrows lighten= 
ed, when we have imparted them to a kind 
and faithful friend ; what relief then muſt it 
give, to lay them before the mercy. of God 
dur heavenly Father, whoſe goodneſs. and 
_ compaſſion are infinite as his wiſdom and 

wer ? Certainly to conſider our happineſs as 
the care of this God, our wants as the charge 
of his bounty, and the direction of all events 
telating to us as his concern; to ſupplicate his 
| favour, and reſign all our intereſts to his diſ- 
poſal, with hopes allowed by him of his pa- 
teknal care, and of ſoon arriving at the inhe= 
| ritance of his children in heaven; to. exer- 
cife theſe pious affections every day in fervent 
prayer to God, will compoſe. and chear out 
minds, pr roduce a firm. truſt» in the divine 
goodneſs, make eternity continually preſent to 

1 8 | Tg IR to 
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ſuffer ; and let us look more to thoſe who are 
below us in life, than to thoſe. who are above 

One of the antient Sages having loſt an 
1 45 when an acquaintance came to condole 
with him on the loſs, reaſonably and chear- 
fully replied. Friend, I think there is more 


2 u. e for my condoling with you, for I 
«x, have yet two farms left, while you have 
<«« not one. + Grief when it grows exceſſive 
faſtens the Attention intirely upon the loſs or 
ſuffering which occaſion it, cauſes us to paſs ver 
unpbſer ved the various unmerited bleſſings of 
heaven, and, then to become diſcontented. 
Whereas gratefully recollecting and owning 
the mercies of God, will make us aſhamed of 
murmuring apainſt a Father, who in kindneſs 
withholds ſomething that would be hurtful; 
at the ſame time indulging us in various good 5 
things which we have forfeited, and wd 
granis theſe as preparatory to the compleat 
happineſs and everlaſting riches of heaven. 
And as we ſhould often look on the bright 
: fide of our own condition, ſo upon the dark 


fide of one. mem; and more on thoſe ber . 


our tho nad . . all the 
cares and) Joys of time, render us-intirely ſatiſ- 
| fied with the favour. of God and * hope of 
heaven. . 7 Fo ls 
3. In order to our being: e ae | 
with what God allots us, let our thoughts be: 
more imployed on the bleſſings we enjoy, than 
on thoſe we want, or on the afflictions we 


low; than on Shaka: Pies us. It is frequently 
the falſe apptehenſion, that our troubles and 
wants are peculiar to us, that excites us to 
. think we are hardly treated. Whercas to 
cConſider numbers as more afflicted and diſ- 
treſſed than ourſelves, and many of! theſe 
living chearfully and thankfully notwith- 
ſtanding - it, will filence our campen 
compoſe us to Contentment, and inſpi 
with gratitude, There 8 a great deal of 
good ſenſe in the Proverb, a common cala- 
3 is a common comfort. W hen once a 
great King did exceſſively and obſtinately 8 
grieve for the death of a beloved Wife, a phi- 
loſopher obſerving it told him, that kn Was 
ready to comfort him by reſtoring her to 
life; ſuppoſing only he would ſupply 
- «. what was needful. The King faid, he was 
ready to furniſh him with any thing. The 
«© philoſopher anſwered, he was provided 
with all things neceffary excepting one. 
He wanted the names of three perſons, who 
et never mourned, in order to inſcribe them 
on bis Wife's tomb, and ſhe would imme- 
* diately revive. T he King after making in- 
* quiry told the philoſopher, he could not 
s find one ſuch man. Why then replied the 
Sage, are not you aſhamed to mourn, as if 
* you alone had fallen into ſo grievous a caſe, 
1 e 1 can not find one PR in the 
| gt 7 whole 
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real wants 


in many eircumſtanbes are advantageouſly 


and diſcontent; but to look upon the num- 
bers below us in real ſatisfaction, and the moſt 


valuable advantages, and every truly pious 
perſon, be he as much afflicted as you will 
Kppoſe; may yet; all things eonſidered, be 
inforni'd of multitudes in poſſeſſion of fewer 


bleflings than Himſelf, will diſpoſe us not 
to ſubmiſſion,” but gratitude to God, 
who hath ſo mercifully diſtinguiſhed us. 
4. Conſider 


and good perſon, but by the bleſſing of God 


on his own care and induſtry, or from the 
By friendſhip or charity of others, which his 
virtues will procure him, does uſually enjoy 
theſe, and may depend upon them. "Avi as 
for the bettet pleaſutes of piety and good- 
nels, the joys of an approving conſcience, and 
_ of heavenly hopes, 


God has put theſe | into 
his own power, and by the help of God 
which is always ready, he may feaſt himſelf 
with theſe as often as he will. io of this, 


00% will Ow 2 to Contentment, and 
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4 While Kb ths Was eber fee from like | 
4-umiQions 22 To conſider only: 


| | rſons, who 


ow few your natural. _ © 
„ andd it will prepare you' to be 
contented in every ſtate. Food, raiment, 
and a warm and convenient habitation, . 
all the things without us that we really: want, 
and that are neceſſary to a mail's paſſing life 
_ comfortably. And there is no truly pious 


Aiſtinguiſhed from us, will incline us to envy. l 
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wants are- peculiar to us, that excites us to 
. think we are hardly treated. Whereas to- 
conſider numbers as more afflicted and difſ- 
treſſed than ourſelves, and many of theſe 
living r and thankfully notwith- 
ſanding. it, will filence our complaints, 
compoſe. us to Contentment, and inſpire 
with gratitude. There i a great deal of 
good ſenſe in the Proverb, © a common cala- 
mity is a common comfort. * When once a 
great King did exceſſively and obſtinately 
e grieve for the death of a beloved Wie, a phi- 
loſopher obſerving it told him, that he was 
« ready to comfort him by reſtoring her to 
<« life; ſuppoſing only he would ſopply 
. what was needful. The King faid, he was 
ready to furniſh him with any thing. The 
<<- philoſopher anſwered, he was provided 
«with all things neceflary. excepting one. 
He wanted the names of three perſons, who 
et never mourned, in order to inſcribe them 
on hisWife's tomb, and fhe would imme- 
2 diately revive. The King after making in- 

* quiry told the philoſopher, he could not 
„ find one ſuch man. Why then replied the 
Sage, are not you aſhamed to mourn, as if 
you alone had fallen into ſogrievous a caſe, 
— Seen Ts can not find | one . m in 2 


wy Julian, Ep. 35 cited by * Barrow on Contentmenr, 
Serm. 8. 
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ohle ebe eee ever kee vai like 
_ «:uAlictions ? To. Conſider only: 


rſous, who 


in many circumſtances are advantageouſly 


diſtinguiſhed from as, will incline us to envy 
and diſcontent ; but to look upon the num- 


| bers below us in real ſatisfaction, and the moſt 
valuable advantages, and every truly pious 
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| perſon, be he as much afflicted as you will 

ppoſe; may yet; all things eonſidered, be 
inform'd of multitudes in poſſeſſion of fewer 
than Himſelf, will. diſpoſe us not. 
to ſubmiſſion, but gratitude to God, 
who hath ſo mercifully diſtinguiſhed us. 


4. Confider how few your natural 7 
real wants are, and it will prepare you 'to be 


contemed in every ſtate. Food, raiment, 
and a warm and convenient habitation? ate 


all the things without us that we really want, 


and that are neceſſary to a _mati's 


on his own care and induſtry, 


friendſhip or charity of others, which his 


8 paſſing life 


nfortably. And there is no truly pious. 
and good .perſon, but by the bleſſing 


or from the 


virtues will procure him, does uſually enjoy 


theſe, and may depend upon them. And as 
for the ents. pleaſures of piety and good- 


nels, the joys of an approving conſcience, and 


of heavenly hopes, God has put theſe i into 
his own power, and by the help of God 


"Pq" 


which is always ready, he may feaſt himſelf 
with theſe as often as he will. Think of this, 


ans will _ 0 to Contentment, and 
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108 Directions 5 a | 
make you- aſhamed to murmur eaſe 


for not granting you what you do not nba 
ly want. If plain and-wholſome food will 
not ſuffice you, but you muſt have. whass 1s 
coſtly and luxurious; if clothes clean and 
whole will not pleaſe, unleſs they are rich 


and ſhowy; or a neat and warm habitation 


will not content you, but you muſt; dwell in 


one grand, ſpacious, and richly furniſhed 3 if 


leaving nature, you put yourſelves under. the 
guidance of fancy, and ſuffer it to create all 
theſe artificial wants, you will always be tor- 
mented with uneaſy, and | ungratified deſires, 
and never know ſatisfaction, as long as you 


ſaw or could think of any perſon, who lived 


more ſplendidly or luxuriouſly than you. 
And could you riſe even to the greatneſs, 
treaſures and luxury of the Mogul, you 
would ſtill be ſhort of Contentment. For 


why ſhould you not deſire the whole world, 
as well as a great part of it; a million of 
times more than you can uſe or 1 gi TL 


well as a thouſand times more. 
Our Lord promiſes, that the FE 


of his heavenly Father ſhould give to his faith- 


. ful diſciples food and raiment ; and having 
_ - theſe, faith St. Paul, let us be ich them Con- 


tent. But if we will not be contented with 


theſe while we are here, and with the hope 


1 of heaven and everlaſting bleſſedneſs, when 


we e ſhall have well I the part which 
God 


„ x WI vi. 25. | 1 Tim. vi. 8, 


">; a ; Contented Dieu. 1 109 


God has affigited us, we never ſhall be con- 


tented, nor ever deſerve to be made happy. 


Jo odge therefore” of What you want, accord- | 


ing to nature, reaſon, and ſcripture; and not 


according to the demands of fancy, cuſtom, 


pride, covetouſneſs and exorbitant appetite; 


dad dienie; your deſires to. what is natural and 


Nr ee and doing your duty you ſhall 


8 be ſupplied.” 8 Truft in the Lord and de good, 


0 ſhall you dwell i in the land; and My you 


fall be fed. ORC 


-5, If you Would be contented in every ate, 


ar fy idleneſs, and be conſtantly: well em- N 


ployed. Induſtry and well directed activity, 


beſides ſupplying the conveniences of life, wes | 


want of which often cauſes diſcontent, ' 


which I principally defign here, that health 


is well employed. 


It is the wiſe ns of che 86 5 
of our frame, and the natural reward annex- 
>. cs him to diligence and a __ uſe of our 


e Pſal, Xxxvil. 3: 


to the body, and vigor and chearfulneſs to 
the mind, which qualify us to reliſh with 
ſpirit the bleſſings of life, and to be thankſul 
to the great author of all good. Whereas 
| 3dleneſs is the parent and — of diſcontent. 
Tbe body and mind being unemployed grow 
languid and reſtleſs, unreaſonable defires, anx- 
ious fears, and ſplenetic humours poſſeſs the 
mind, and make it diſcontented; none of 
which can find room in the mind of him who 


| powers . 


SI 
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| powers bf. body. and, mind, Unt check Thai! 


ſtrengthen both, give ſoundneſs to the one 
and ſpirit to the other; as well as procute 


for us the good things of liſe, and pleaſe and 
ſatisfy upon reflection. While the contrary 


effects produeed by, idleneſs are the natural 


3 of it. May you not obſerve 
numbers in lower life, who to their conſtant 
labour owe robuſt health, lively ſpirits, and 


a chearful enjoyment of natural bleſſings? 
Wh perſons, whoſe plentiful fortunes ex- 


them from the neceſſity of thus employ- 
oo themſelves for a ſubſiſtence, and who have 


not the prudence and reſolution to engiige 


e activity in the purſuits of know. | 


ledge, and the practice of virtue and "wo 


ficence, languiſn in idleneſs, enjoy none of 
the bleſſings of life, and are over-run with 


qpleen, ſicklineſs, and difcontent, If you 


would then guard againſt diſcontent avoid 


zdleneſs, and be always well. employed. But 
if you would know Contentment in its moſt 


perfect degroes, and in the exerciſe of — | 
active powers, enjoy the nobleſt fatisfactions 


from yourſelves, _ 
6. Accuſtom yourſelves gh? to the 1. 


bours and pleaſures of the mind, and to de- 


tive your ſatisfactions chiefly from improve- 
ments in knowledge, virtue, and piety. He 
proſpers, whoſe foul proſpers; and his ſoul 
will always proſper, who in earneſt ſecks it's 
_ proſperity. And he — foul proſpers, 
„„ mut 


at any time diſpe 


| dene a Og a as > invoke a bie, ; 


who derives it from the world, as a divine 


er, and the foretaſtes and hopes of a 


Geile and eternal felicity, excel any gratifi- 
cations of the brutal part, or any entertain- 
ments of a vain imagination. Are you then 

d to be uneaſy ?* Think in 


what virtues yo are yet deficient, and ſet 


yourſelves to become proficients' in them; 
think what is wanting in your capacity or 


furniture for the pleaſures of devotion; and 


new improvements and repeated exerciſes 


of it, endeavour to augment-your capacity and 
| reliſh for theſe pleaſures, and your enjoyment. 


of them. Or confider what advantages and 


opportunities yon have in your hands for 
doing good, and improve them; and accuſ- 


tom yourſelves to eſtimate your proſperity ane 
happineſs, by your ſucceſs herein; do this 


frequently, and you may” be always ſatisfied 


from yourſelves. 


8 


For wherever you are, end in whatever 


circumſtances, you may cultivate theſe dif- 
poſitions, and practiſe theſe virtues, and find 
a good God always ready to aſſiſt, accept, and 


ſucceed you herein. Wherever you are there- 


fore you may be bleſt with a ſtrong ſenſe of 


the divine approbation, a noble conſciouſneſs 


of advancing in his favour, and in true good- 


_ neſs, and with till brighter and more inlarged 


ptoſpects of the never- ending bleſſedneſs of 


heaven, | Vea, oftentimes the more you are 


by 


112  Diriftioni for from 5 
by afflictions taken off from the world, the 
more abundantly you may poſſeſs theſe ſatis- 
factions. Apply therefore your main con- 
cetrn and ſtrength of mind to theſe, and 
yo will become contented and happy. 
Would you attain Contentment in what 
ſoever ſtate. you are? Conſider the examples 
of eminently pious and good perſons, who 
amidſt great afflictions have diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves by meekneſs, ſubmiſſion, grati- 
tude, and a chearful refignation, and it will 
help to raiſe you to a like temper. The per- 
fect pattern of the Son of God incarnate, I 
propoſed to you before. But beſides this . we 
are compaſſed about with a glorious cloud of 
witneſſes, to the great efficacy of our religion 
for producing Contentment. Let us there- 
fore lay aſide every W hy and the ſin that 
dotb moſt eaſily heſet us, and run with pa- 
tience the race ſet before us. Brethren, you 
bave heard of the patience of Job, and ſeen 
the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very piti- 
ful and of tender mercy. When you are temp- 
ted to think your afflictions above meaſure, 
conſider both how much your goodneſs and 
your greateſt affſictons are inferior to his; and 
how much your advantages for becoming 
intirely reſigned are above his, fince k life and 
immortality have been brought to light for you 
by the goſpel; and it will mightily diſpoſe 
"mom to be bumble, and bee e ſubmiſſive. 
. Con- 


k Heb. xii. 1. James v. 10, 11, E 2 Tim, i. 10. 
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Conſider alſo the Prophets of God, and 
the Apoſtles of our N who wers not 


more remarkable for piety, than for ſuffer= 
ing affliction and for patience. Conſider the 


moſt worthy perſons, on account of piety, 


goodneſs, and uſefulneſs, who have fallen 
within the compaſs of your knowledge, and 


who have been remarkably afflicted, either 
by ſickneſs, by the loſs or i behaviour of 
friends and relations, by ſtrait circumſtances 
as to the world, or unkind treatment from it; 
and who have riſen above all theſe by a no- 
ble ſerenity of mind, a grateful love and wil» 


ling ſubmiſſion to their heavenly Father z and 
it will filence all murmurs as if you were hard- 
ly dealt with, and might claim a gentler treat- 
ment; will make you aſhamed of ſinking un- 


der lighter afflictions, than perſons. of like 


_ frailty and paſſions with you have overcome, 


and excite you chearfully to proceed and per- 
ſevere in your chriſtian courſe, under the care 


and guidance of the ſame heavenly Father, | 


and in expectation of the ſame bleſſedneſs, to 
the poſſeſſion of which they by faith and. i: 
Fry are arrived before you. l 
This minds me of the laſt direction. 
8. Would you be contented in whatſoever 
ſtate you are in this world? Let yogr thoughts 


be often and ſeriouſly fixed on the ſure, com- 


pleat, and everlaſting happineſs. of the next, 


| Sickneſs, pain, want, folly, vice, reproach, 


ill treatment, treachery, violence and death 


„ 


* * 
% wal ; " 
L = * 


= 2 | Dirililins fir 
are confined to the preſent Far "Tramadhtal 
health and vigour of body and mind, perfec- 
tion in knowledge, goodneſs, and divine love, 
and an intimacy and friendſhip with beings 
wholly of this character; the glorious pre- 
ſence and full approbation of the great God, 
the preſence and ſmiles of the inthroned Re- 
deemer, the brighteſt and largeſt views of the 
divine perfections and works, and correſponding 
ſentiments of veneration, gratitude, love and 
devotion.— Theſe conſpire | to make up the 
felicity reſerved for the next, the everlaſting . 
ſtate, where God ! ſhall wipe all tears from 
our eyes; where they hunger no more, neither 
thirſt any more ; where there will be no more 
death, neither ſorrow nor crying, nor any more 
pain; and where of conſequence, are fulncſs 
of joy and pleaſures for ever more. 
Whatever our preſent condition is, we may 

| a& our part ſo as to make it ſubſervient to 
the ſecuring this divine bleſſedneſs. This is 
a moſt certain truth, confirmed by ® his pro- 
miſes when near dying, and by the glorious 
reſurrection of the Son of God, who ſtooped 
to be afflicted to ſuffer and to die, before 
he entered upon his reward. Let us think 
ſeriouſly on the greatneſs, perfection and ever- 
laſting durarion of this bleſſedneſs, and then 
ſay, whether any labours or ſufferings here 
can appear conſiderable, which muſt be gone 
e in the * leading | to this . ere 5 
whether 


| 1 Rexel. XX1, 3. » John xiv. x: Latera 28.—Xxili. 45, &ce : 


2 Cotented Dipole 4 175 


t ubetber ids hope of it be not fitted to in- 
1 * more noble and ſolid ſatisfactions, than ; 


fleflion of the whole world can give; 


| rte the God who by the diſcipline of tbe 
preſent ſtate, is in the wiſeſt and beſt manner 


preparing us for it be not infinitely good; and 
whether we have not then infinite reaſon to 
be thankful, and acquieſce in all his diſpen- 


ſations, and in whatſoever ſtate we are to be 


content. 7 
Let us make theſe thoughts _ hopes 


habitual, and we ſhall be habitually contented. 


Let us, like our Apoſtle, /ook not to the things 


that are ſeen uh are temporal, but to the 
things which are not ſeen and are eternal; 


and like him we ſhall reckon all the ſuffer- 
ings of this preſent time, not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that ſhall be revealed. 
We ſhall bear well the afflictions, and diſ- 


charge chearfully the duties of life, * rejoicing 


in hope of the glory of God; and death whenever 


it comes will be welcomed, as what ſhall in- 


troduce us to that ſtate, where every want 
will be ſupplied, every excellent deſire ex- 


ceeded; and where we ſhall find, that the 


ali ions and trials of the preſent time had 
a moſt direct tendency to prepare us for the 


reſt; and glories, and felicities of eternity. May 


God bleſs what has been offered, and make 


it greatly inſtrumental to prepare us for this 
bdleſſedneſs; and in the mean time for teach- 


zz - ing 


n Rom. v. 2. 
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ing us Oontentment in every condition. And 

let us ſetiouſſy conſder, and honeſtly purſue, 
theſe inſtructions and-encouragements of his 
Goſpel, and God will make us wile for pre- 

ſent peace, and Py Joy 150 falva- - 
ors WER 


SERMON 


— 


(005 


10 1 9 Ty 


: . 


8 E R M 0 N VII. 
T he Realonableneh of Religion. | 


. x * - 
8 1 8 8 
A 
* —_— — „ 
\ , A L ft 
4 F 4 


Jos xxi, 15. 


F bat 4s the: a that we foould * 


him ? And what profit yoga” e A re 
1 We 1 unte bim? 


N N heſequeſtions wicked men, in- 
0 ſolent with their proſperity, are 
by Job repreſented expreſſing 
* their contempt of religion, and 
* inſulting the religious, who put 


5 tum in mind of their duty to God, and de- 


pendence upon him. SatisfaQorily then to 


anſwer theſe queſtions is a matter of the 


greateſt importance, for vindicating the 
honour of religion; and for giving to the 
pious a ſolid aſſurance, that they act rightly 
and reaſonably in cultivating a religious tem- 


ber, and that their * JO 5 in 121 . ſhall. 


T ner 
5 1 Cor, XV. 58. 
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unt he in vain. To return ſuch an anſwer to 
_ theſe 1 is therefore what 'T ſhall now 
attemßt. And th nks be to God, that by the 
bil Widerices of his Being wid PerfeQions 
| with ich he hath filled the world, by the 
preſent good fruit naturally growing out of 
piety and obedience IP him, and by the ever- 
laſting rewards w he hath - prepiared. for 
the pious, and of which he hath given full 
aſſurance, he hath made it eaſy for us to ſa- 
tisfy ſuch, as from a love of truth ſhall aſk 
theſe queſtions, and to ſilence thoſe who 
would inſult us with them. 2 
The firſt queſtibn relates to the reaſonable- 
neſs, the ſecond to the advantages of religi- 
on. I would anſwer each diſtinctly, and con- 
fine myſelf at preſent to the firſt. What is 
the Almighty that we ſhould ſerve bim ? 
What proofs are there of the real exiſtence 
of him who is talked: Almighty ?—Of what 
perfections is he | to make it reaſonable. 
for us to reverence ond obey him? What has 
he done for us, to lay us under obligations to 
ſetve him; and give him a riglit to demand 
it — And finally, what proofs are there, that 
he regards our conduct, and is at all concerned 
whether we ſerve bim or not ? Theſe que- 
ries include, the full meaning of the firſt queſ- 
tion in the Text, and a good nen to theſe 
will be a ſufficient anſwer to i, 1 
1. What is the Abnighty that ' we foonld 
ferve bim? Is he a real eng: nes 4 men call 
| Al- 
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| Almighty; or a mere fiction of prieſts and po- 
liticians ? Moſt certainly a real Being; and we 
have ſtronger aſſurance of his exiſtence, than 
of the exiſtence of any other Being beſides 
ourſelves. That we ourſelves exiſt we cannot 


doubt, or that we are capable of thought, de- 


fign, action and enjoyment, and that we very 
lately began to be. That we did not make 
ourſelves is very clear. We muſt then have 
been before we were; and have acted when we 
confeſſedly were nothing, and could have no 
wer. Beſides, we are conſcious we have 
no ſuch power as giving exiſtence to ourſelves 
or others; and that we cannot continue our 
life or happineſs, but are intirely dependent 
on the will of ſome other. That our earthly 
parents are not the authors of our Being is 
alſo moſt evident. They know not when nor 
how the bodies of their children are formed; 
and as to their ſouls, their nature, and won- 
derful faculties and their beginning to be, they 
know nothing. There muſt therefore exiſt 
4 ſome great inviſible Being, the Parent of 


mankind, who continually forms and brings 


them into life; ſuch conſtant effects eee 
throughout the world requiring a cauſe equal to 
them. And as no greater inſtance of power 
can be conceived than to cauſe that to exiſt 
which was not before, or to create, the 
Father of our ſpirits muſt be Almighty. 
And * no 8 can * the N 

e 

* Heb. xii. 9. 
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of intelligence, liberty, power, goodneſs, and 
the like, to others, if he have them not him- 
ſelf in the greateſt degree, the common Fa- 
ther of mankind muſt be poſſeſt of the great- 
eſt underſtanding, wiſdom, liberty, power, 
goodneſs, and the like valuable qualities. And 
as certainly as we ourſelves are derived and 
dependent Beings, there muſt be an Almighty 
from whom we derive, and who created us. 
You might as reaſonably affirm, this houſe 
was built, yet there was no builder; this clock 
made, yet there was no maker ; as that we 
ourſelves now are, and but lately began to 
be, and yet there was no mighty and intelli- 
gent cauſe that made us. Thus eaſily is the 
firſt queſtion anſwered, Is he whom men call 
Almighty a real Being ? And we no ſooner 
ſeriouſly conſider ourſelves, and the cauſe of 
our exiſtence, than we ee Bin... 
Farther; we cannot doubt, whether a friend 
with whom we continually converſe, and 
who does us a thouſand good offices, really 
exiſts. That is, whether within the body 
there be an intelligent and benevolent cauſe 
which guides the motions and actions of the 
body. We know that the tongue cannot 
talk rationally, unleſs it was guided by a ra- 
tional principle within; nor the hands per- 
form continued offices af kindneſs, unleſs the 
principle that directed them was alſo bene- 
volent. And we ſee that the body, when 


deſtitute of ſuch a FR, or a ſoul to 
| animate 
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animate and guide it, is void of life, motion; 
and power. Now for the ſame reaſon that 
we conclude without heſitation, there is a 
rational and benevolent principle within the 
body, which is the ſource and director of its 
ſeveral actions, we muſt conclude, that there 
is a moſt wiſe and powerful and: good God 
preſent throughout the material world, actua. 
ting and guiding it. The ſun a thoughtleſs 
maſs of fire, the ocean a ſenſeleſs heap of 
waters, this earth a dead unactive globe of 
matter, and all the parts which compoſe it, 
in themſelves void of life, thought or motion; 
could no more move / themſelves in ſuch a 
regular manner, and produce ſuch innumer- 
able varieties of ſkilful and beneficial effects, 
as day and night, ſummer and winter, 
and the inexhauſtible plenty of trees, and 
fruits, and plants which cover the earth, and 
ſupply 1 it's numberleſs inbabitants; chan the 
tongue of a human body could give me wiſe 
counſel, undirected by a rational principle; 
or the feet run to my aſſiſtance in every dan- 
ger, without a friendly n to excite and 
direct their motion. N x 

Again; the ſameneſs of nature among man- 
kind all over the earth, the manifeſt adjuſt- 
ment and correſpondence of their various 
powers, inclinations, and paſſions to each other, 
and to the world which they inhabit, and 
the viſible ſubordination of all the other ani- 
mals to mankind; and the healthfulneſs, fer- 
5 R 8 tility, 
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122 The Reaſonableneſs of Religion, 
tility, and uſefulneſs of the material world to 
the common good of the various creatures, 
in ſubordination to mankind, and theſe ef- 
fected by the fame laws of motion every where 
uniformly obſerved, prove men to have all 
one common F ather, who made alſo and fur- 

niſhed their habitation. And theſe innume- 
rable effects conſtantly produced, bearing on 
them the moſt evident characters of an all 

comprehending wiſdom, and a moſt extenſive 
benevolence, prove their great author not only 


_ Almighty, but moſt wiſe and good. If a 


few actions of apparent thought, deſign and 


kindne(s, determine us beyond all docks 


believe and own a wiſe and good principle 
within the body of a man, we call our friend; 
innumerable effects continually produced in 
the world about us, and ſtamped with the 
moſt evident characters of the higheſt wiſ- 


dom power and goodneſs, and by the inſtru- 


mentality of cauſes, themſelves void of all 


thought power and motion, muſt if we rea- 


fon fairly and conſiſtently determine us yet 
more firmly to believe, and more heartily own 
a moſt wile, powerful, and good mind, actu- 
ating the whole world ; and who fince he con- 
tinually acts cannot but always be. And this 
has brought us to tge 
II. Queſtion included in the *. t of 
the Text, What is the Almighty that we 3 


ferve him? Of what perfections is he poſ- 


ſeſt, which ſhould make it reaſonable for us 
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wo reverenee and obey him? To this we an- 


wer, every perfection which we find in our- 


ſelves, or can trace in the world, and in the 


ſt degree conceivable. Service when ren- 
dered to the Almighty, denotes the higheſt 
eſteem and veneration of his excellencies, a 
ſtrong concern to be approved by him; a 


chearful practice of whatever we judge well 


pleaſing: to him, and of conſequence as ſerious 
a care to avoid whatever would diſpleaſe him. 
The excellencies which render a Being worthy 


ſuch regards from reaſonable creatures are 
wiſdom, power, goodneſs, and righteouſneſs; 


nd the Being in the ſacred Scriptures called 


egrees. 


approved, and to be willing to be guided, 


know what is beſt to be done. And can we 


doubt whether that Being be moſt wiſe, whis 
hath diſpoſed the matter of the world into ſo 
grand, and beautiful, and uſeful a form; who 


is the author of the light and glory, and in- 
fluences of the ſun; * raiſed the hills, and 
ſpread the plains; who produces with _ 
nite variety out of the fame maſs of earth 

plants, flowers, fruits, grain, and trees; — 


who contrived and formed the numberleſs 


tribes of living creatures ſpread over the earth, 


* through the air, or inhabiting the waters, 


R 2+ Ol cach 


lmighty arge theſe in the ory nene 


t is taranal/ ind reatbiiable: to. defire to 


y perſons of diſtinguiſhed wiſdom, who are 3 
good judges of wow. is excellent, and who 
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124 The. — of Rui, 55 
each beautiful in its kind, and fitted to attain: 
and enjoy its proper good Can we doubt 
whether he knew-what ends were worthieſt 
to be choſen, and what means beſt adapted 
to effect them, who hath thus propoſed and 
effected in ſo great. a diverſity of ways the 
beſt of ends, the good and well- being of an 
iofinite variety of creatures? Muſt we not ad- 
mire and adore the wiſdom of the Almighty, 
who hath contrived and produced all this gran- 
deur, beauty, and good? Muſt we not eſteem 
it our higheſt honour, if we can act ſo as to 
become approved by him? And ignorant as 
we are in many caſes, and liable to be deceived, 
muſt we not think it our happineſs, to be con- 
ducted by him in the paths which lead to 
true od, and. {the molt: — ſelf. . 
1 955 Ka [ | 
F dee Ant ue did not give e | 
5 the intelligence and reaſon we are endowed 
with, but received them from the Almighty, 
was juſt proved, he then who hath formed 
us, capable of. diſcerning and approving what 
is morally beautiful and good in actions, muſt 
not he be wiſe himſelf to diſcern it with 
the: moſt perfect exactneſs? He who hath 
made us able to lay wiſe deſigns, and purſue 
them with prudence and ſucceſs, muſt not 
be have a much larger fund of wiſdom in 
himſelf? For as the pious © P/almi/? juſtly 
Frans, be that formed the ear, ſhall not 7 
e 3 Bear? 


1 N i 


* Pfal. xciv. . 9, 10. 


? He that formed the eye, ſhall not be ſee? 
pro be that giveth man underflanding, ſhall 
not be know ? And if he thus wiſe to 2 — 
what is excellent, and worthy to be choſen 
and practiſed, and the contrary, is it not rea- 
ſonable to deſire his approbation in the prac- 


tice of what is good, and to dread doing un- 


der his obſervation what he muſt condemn, 
what will make us appear fooliſh and guilty 
in his eye? Muſt it not alſo be reaſonable, if 

will condeſcend to direct us how we 
ſhould act in life, to regard his inſtructions, 
and chearfully follow them, as the diftates 
of -unerring wiſdom ? 

Again ; power eſpecially under: the gui; 
Shore of infallible wiſdom, is another per- 


fection which commands our veneration of 
the poſſeſſor, and with reaſon makes us de- 


ſirous of pleaſing him, and fearful of offend- 


ing him, ſince it promiſes all good and hap- 


pine to thoſe who can engage it on their 


fide, and threatens all evil to thoſe who pro- 


voke it. - If God then be indeed Almighty, 


what: meafoable perſon but would ſerve him, 


and endeavour uniformly to practice what he 


recommends, and avoid what he forbids ? 


* We ſhould walk before bim, and fludy to be per- 
ect. And as our Saviour directs, fear him, 
who can not only kill the body, but deftray both 
body and ſoul in bell. And certainly if any 
mn” is to be regarded it is his, who as he 


: had 
* Gene, xvii,-1. 2 Lake xii. FR 
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had power to create can alſo deſtroy; who 
having formed all the various capacities of 
happineſs, and all the objects of enjoyment in 
the world, can make happy whom he chuſes 

to make happy. Who as he * fretched out the 
heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth, 
guides the ſeaſons, heaves the ocean, and rolls 
the tides, and raiſes and directs the ſtormy 
wind, can effectually ſecure every good to 
thoſe who are under his protection, and with 
eaſe inflict every evil on thoſe who by wick- 
edneſs deſerve puniſhment. _ : 
Again; what is amiable and venerable like 
goodneſs, or a ſteddy and diſintereſted diſ- 
tion to communicate good, and de- 
light in it? Who but would chearfully 
ſtrive to pleaſe a Being, that delighted in 
making happy all qualified for happineſs ? 
Who but would with pleaſure practice what 
is recommended to him by a Being, whoſe 
wiſdom to diſcern what is beſt, and his kind- 
neſs to preſcribe it, are unqueſtionable ? And 
who but would dread, by wicked and miſ- 
chievous actions to diſpleaſe that goodneſs, 
which delights to make all happy, and would. 
eſpecially make thoſe happy, who comply 
with its benevolent-deſigns? Who then that 
is reaſonable will negle& to ſerve God, ſince 
he is not only Almighty, the greateſt, but is 
alſo the beſt of Beings ? Is our nature formed 
with kind affections which prompt us to de- 
Het | fire 

FIC, xl. 22. Pf. cii. 25. & cvii. 25. 


fice and delight in the good of others, and 
do we naturally approve a diſintereſted bene- 
volence, and muſt not the Being who made 
us capable of diſcerning it's beauty himſelf 
diſcern it? And muſt not he who gave us 
the kind affections ſo eſſential to the general 
good, be benevolent himſelf in a 8 grea - 
ter degree, and after a more perfect manner ? 
And the heavenly Father, as our divine 5 


Maſter ſtrongly reaſons, far tranſcend in - 


goodneſs earthly porents, to whom he hath 
given their kind affections? If to form one 


capacity of good and to fill it, be an indiſ- 


putable inſtance of goodneſs, ſurely that Be- 
ing muſt be infinitely good, who hath formed 
| innumerable creatures with different capaci- 
ties of good and enjoyment, and filled the 
world with ſuitable proviſion; and who con- 
tinually Þ opens his hand, and ſatisfies the de- 
fires of every living thing. 5 
Finally; if to power, wiſdom, and good- 
_ neſs, we add righteouſneſs, and theſe | 
excellencies are ſuppoſed to exiſt together in 
their higheſt degrees, we muſt ſurely judge 


it reaſonable to pay the utmoſt veneration to 


the Being whoſe perfections they are, readily 


to practice what he commands, and with all 
our care to decline what he condemns; and 


all theſe perfections in a ſupream degree be- 
long to Almighty God. His goodneſs is not 
a blind n fondneſs, but the re- 

OP Vii. 11. * Pf. exlv. 9, 16. Wes 
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ſalt of the moſt conſummate wiſdom, and 


determined by it. There is a difference as 


to good or ill deſert in characters and actions, 


this he cannot but diſcern; approve what de- 
ſerves approbation, and in proportion to its 
worth, and be diſpleaſed at the contrary in 
exact proportion to its ill deſert ; and behave 


accordingly towards the ſeveral agents, whoſe 


different characters are diſtinguiſhed by the 

revalence of amiable or baſe diſpoſitions, 
And this is righteouſneſs, to be affected and 
to act towards all as they deſerve. Can we 
then imagine any Being fo fit as God to give 
laws to all others, or ſo worthy to be reve- 
renced and obeyed by them? He cannot err 
in giving laws, or in diſtributing proper re- 


wards and puniſhments; having all power he 


may be depended upon to exert it in making 
happy the well-deſerving, and puniſhing the 
wicked; and being ſupream in goodneſs, he 
will not fail of thus exerting his perfections, 
as this is evidently the beſt manner of exert- 


ing them, and moſt conducive to the good 


of the univerſe. But 
III. Should it be granted that the Almighty : 
is thus qualified to give laws and govern the 


world, yet what right has he thus to rule, 


to reward or puniſh us? And what has he 
done for us, which can oblige us to ſerve 
him, and render us guilty and deſerving of 


puniſhment if we refuſe it? What Was advan- 


ced and proved in anſwer to the firſt queſ- 
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tion will make it eaſy to return a ſatisfying 
anſwer to this. If the Almighty gave us our 
Being, and all our faculties of action and en- 
joyment, we are intirely his, and he may do 
vhat he will with his own. He hath an 
inqueſtionable right to direct how we ſhall 
xert the powers which he hath given us, and 
to puniſh us if we abuſe. them. Suppoſing 
then, that the God who hath given us our 
rational powers ſhould require, that we often 
employ them in meditating on his petfections 
and works, acknowledging his daily benefits, 
and imitating him in the practice of righteouſ- 
neſs and goodneſs, what are we that we ſhould 
pretend to diſpute his right to demand this 
from us, or to puniſh us if we refuſe it;! 
Again; as he madę us, he maintains un 

life. The right order of our 3 and the 
health and vigor of our bodies are continually 
preſerved by "him, and every good thing we 
have is his gift. His ſun enlightens and warms 
us, his air fans the vital ſpark within, his 
cth ſupports us, his animals and fruits feed 
and delight us; and we cannot name a good 
which we do not owe to him, as well as the. 
power of enjoying it. If he therefore com- 
mand us to exert the vigor of our bodies, and 
F uſe his bounties, within the limits of tem- 
perance, chaſtity and juſtice, what pretence 
| have we to diſpute theſe commands of the 
Imighty ? Or how can we hope to be ſecure 
gainſt his juſtice if we do? Cerjainly no- 
thing can be more reaſonable than that he 
8 ſhould 
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ſhould direct the application of his own gifts, 
and that we ſhould believe he will paniſh an 
abuſe of his bleſſings, to the injuring others; 
and corrupting ourſelves, deſtroying the 
Krength and purity of our minds, and the 
health of our bodies. And as we owe every 
thing to his bounty, ſhould not gratitude 
make us ſtudious of pleaſing him, and diſ- 
Poſe us to celebrate with warm affections his 
innumerable benefits, and to prackiſe 2 
may make his creatures happy; the moſt ac- 
_ ceptable return to the ſupream goodneſs ? 
Muſt not that mind be ſunk into inexcuſable 
upidity and baſeneſs, which does not fee and 
feel the obligation to ſerve a conſtant, un- 


'*... wearied, and moſt generous benefactor? 


I God had not creo: ed us, yet his ſupream 
perfection wouia Bave rendered it reaſonable 
for us to be governed by his laws; and if 
we injured others, he would certainly have a 
right to vindicate the oppreſſed, and to puniſh 
the wrong doers, however his right to puniſh 
other faults might be diſputed. But when 
we owe every thing to this Almighty Being, 
when the powers we miſemploy, and the 
00d things we abufe are intirely his, there 
is no room left to queſtion his authority to 
give us laws, and to reward or puniſh us as 
we ſhall deſerve. No room to infiſt in a way 
of contradiction on the queſtion, 'Y/ho is The 
Almighty that we ſhould ſerve bim? We may 
rather aſk, where is the man that can ſerioul- 
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obey. his Almighty: Creator, and continual 
2reſerver, the giver of all his bleſſings, and the 
God i in whoſe hand bis breath is, and whoſe 
we 6 04 mane$iog fs 4514 7 
IV. Granting all this, the right of God to 
give us laws, our obligation if he did it to 
ſerve him, and the guilt and danger of refu- 
ſing it, yet ſome will aſk, what reaſon have 
ou to think that God at all concerns him- 
ſelf whether we ſerve him or not, that he 
regards our actions, and is any more pleaſed 
diſpleaſed with one way of acting than 
mother? bs 


fter what manner we behave is molt evident, 
from what has been alteady proved. He who 
continues the action and reg arity of that nice 
engine the human body, and the reaſon of 
the human mind, muſt certainly know all 


mind, * He is not far from any of us, in 


rolls round the ſun, and darts his beams, who 


| fruitful ſhowers, and who guides through the 
fine channels, which compoſe the. bodies of 


growth of all; he who thus conſtantly acts 
wiſely and mightily all-around us, muſt cer- 
tainly know whatever is done under the ſun. 


i Dan. v. 23. k Acts xvii. 27, 28. 


h doubt, whether he ought to reverence and 


That God is preſent with us, and knows 


he actions of the body, and thoughts of the 


whom we live, and moue, and have our being. 
That Almighty Being whoſe hand unwearied 
raiſes the vapors, and ſends them down again in 


| plants and trees, the proper particles for the 


S 2 But 


= N 
e 
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But granting then that God knows all, 
what reaſon have we to think that he ap- 
proves one diſpoſition or one way of acting 
more than another, juſtice rather than in- 
juſtice, or piety than profaneneſs? To this 
queſtion alſo we have a good anſwer ready. 
If there be in reality an eſſential difference in 
diſpoſitions and actions, and ſome are in them- 
ſelves amiable and deſerving approbation, and 
others evil and hateful, God who ſees all 
things muſt ſee this difference, and in con- 
ſequence be ſuitably diſpoſed, and act ſuitably 
towards the ſeveral agents whoſe characters 
they conſtitute, And who that underſtands 
the terms can ſeriouſly doubt, whether there 
be a difference in worth and good deſert, be- 
tween humanity and cruelty, fidelity - and 
treachery, gratitude and ingratitude, preſer- 
ving the health of our bodies and the vigor 
of our minds by . temperance, or deſtroying 
both by the contrary ? I am perſuaded there 
is not one who reads this, but ſees and feels 
the difference; and though he may have ated 
wrong, ſeduced by partial views of pleaſure 
or intereſt, you no ſooner propoſe a caſe to 
him, wherein his intereſt or pleaſure are not 
concerned, but he would immediately ap- 
prove the grateful, the. honeſt, and humane 
character and action, and condemn the con- 
trary. If then the unprejudiced reaſon of 
every man ſees this difference, a moſt ' wiſe 
God muſt certainly fee it. And if he ſees one 

| | + ſort 


The Reaſonableneſs of Religion. 133 
fort of actions and characters to be amiable, 
and deſerving favour and encouragement, and 
the other odious, and deſerving puniſhment, 
he who hath no blind paſſion or partial in- 
tereſt to biaſs him, will certainly behave ſuit- 
tably towards perſons of theſe different cha- 
acters; make the one happy in proportion 
to their love and practice of what is morally 
good, and the other wretched in proportion 
0 their general choice and practice of wick- 
edneſs. 

Further ; as we are naturally formed to ap- 
prove one ſort of actions and to condemn 
another, and this judgment is the reſult of 

our reaſonable nature, it is conſequently the 
udgment of the author of our nature; and 
by forming us to approve righteouſneſs, good- 
neſs, and mercy, he hath declared it to be his 
will that we ſhould practiſe theſe; and by 
forming us to diſlike and condemn the other, 
that it is his will that we ſhould abſtain from 
them. And the pleaſing ſerenity and noble 

ſatisfactions which naturally ariſe in the mind 
from conſcious goodneſs and integrity, are a 
reward which the author of the human frame 
hath immediately annexed to virtuous prac- 
tice, and an aſſurance of his fully rewarding. 
it. While that oppreſſing ſhame, that pain- 

ful ſelf-condemnation, and thoſe reſtleſs ſuſ- 
picions and fears, which accompany and fol- 
low known injuſtice and wickedneſs, are pu- 
niſhments at preſent inflicted by the author 
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of nature on the vicious; ſtanding declarations 

of his abhoring their conduct, and earneſts 
of his puniſhing them to the fol a thei 

deſerts. 2 

Finally; the res tendency of reverence, 


- gratitude, and ſubmiſſion to God, of juſtice, 


fidelity, benevolence and compaſſion to men, 
and of chaſtity and temperance in regard to 
ourſelves ; to promote private and publick 
good, and the numberleſs miſchiefs cauſed 
to private perſons and to ſociety from irreli- 
gion and profaneneſs, from injuſtice, trea- 
chery, cruelty, lewdneſs and intemperance 
are manifeſt proofs that a wiſe and good 
God, the author of this conſtitution, approves 
one fort of characters and actions, am is diſ- 
pleaſed with: the other. That God wills and 
delights in the general good of his creatures 
appears. from the frame of the world, and the 
proviſion he hath therein made for it ; and 
from the tendency of the eſtabliſhed laws.of 
nature to this end. If then, as appears. from 
bis fixed courſe of acting, the good of his 
creatures be the deſign and delight of the 
Deity, it neceſſarily follows, that he delights 
in thoſe perſons and actions which contribute 
to the general good, and is diſpleaſed with 
thoſe that diſturb ſociety, and ruin its hap- 
pineſs, the one forwarding his great deſign, 

the other oppoſing it. If the general obler- 
vance of the laws of piety, righteouſneſs, 
goodneſs, * — be as ſubſervient 

to 


66 the alt god, as the exec 


natural laws according to which the ſors 


. riſes” and ſhines, vapors fall, and the tides 


fate reaſon "WM, that men whom he has 


him, {hodld c- operate with him in promo- 


favour the pious, and righteous, and good, 


other; and nothing can concern us in 
gard to duty, gratitude and intereſt like this, 
that we ſerve the Almigbiy. And in the 
words of the wiſeſt of Kings we reaſonably 
- conclude, that ! 70 fear God, ana keep his com- 
maundments is the whole of man; the whole 

of his duty, wiſdom, and happineſs. For God 
_ Ate TIP 812 0 work into en, wow every 


9/Eecle, xii. 13. 14. 


toll, che Gad, h Rote poodncfs detain] 
Kitty oonſtan(ly to execute theſe, muſt for che 


made capable of voluntary concurrence with 


ting the univerſal: good, by conſtantly obſerv- 
ing the other; and favour or diflike them ac- 

cording as they do or do not eonforin'' to hie 
deſign. And as diſttibuting ſuitable rewardy 
or Puniſhments, thus encouraging that courſe. 
of actions which + promotes his great deſign, 
and reſtraiming et w which oppoſes it, is a 
neceſſary means to aceompliſh and ſecure the 
general good, God as a moſt wiſe and bene- 
volent Being muſt be confeſt to approve and 


and diſapprove the profane and wicked; and 
will certainly manifeſt in the propereſt way 
Bis love of the one and abhorrence of the 
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ſecret thing, whether it be £904, or ken in it 
be evil. VVV 2 


Agreeably to this reaſoning, il in Wk reve= 


lation which God hath made of his will to 
mankind by his Son, and confirmed by very 
many great and inconteſtible miracles, he hath 
taught us, * denying ungodlineſs and worldly | 
luſts, to live ſoberly, rigbteouſiy, and godly in this 
preſent world, looking for the bleſſed bope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God, and our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Mo will render to all 
according to their works ; unto them who by a 
patient continuance in well doing, have fought 
for glory, honour, and immortality, eternal life; 
but unto them who, have not obeyed the truth, 
but obeyed ' unrighteouſneſs, indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and angurſh, upon every 
foul of man that bath done evil; who ſhall: be 
puniſhed with everlaſting de eftruflion from. the 


preſence of the Lord. 
This may be ſafficient as an anſwer to the 


firſt queſtion, hat is the Almighty that we 
uld ſerve him? and in proof of the reaſon- 
ableneſs of religion. The anſwer to the other 
ueſtion will be given in the next Diſcourſe, 
and we ſhall cloſe this with two or three re- 
flections. 
1. From hence we may learn the uſcful- 
neſs of reaſon, and of ſerious confideration; to 
religion. The many evidences ſupplied. by 


reaſon of the great principles of religion, which 
have 


= Titus ii. 12. — Rom. ii. 5.—2 Theſſ. i. % 


—_— 


future Rate of recom pences are ſo 


jects, and meditate often and ſeriouſly upen 


ceed in a great 
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eſſential difference in human, aro, and | 


we yer 
we Would apprehend. them ir e e 

dence, frequent retirem ce 
fideration. are 'neceffa 


ſenſual 1 8 and amuſement, theſe great 


1 ect them no more chat 4 a diſcourſe 
-rſon, whoſe'thou ghts 


oo pant would a 

te taken up with a 'pleaſurable affgnation, 

* digg means to accompliſh | it. If we 
therefore would diſcern the great truths of 
reli gion in the brightneſs of their evidence, 
we muſt cloſely apply our Reaſon to theſe ſub. 


them. Error, irceligion, and immorality pro- 
t from thoughtleſsheſs); 

ang, fr requent ſerious conſideration is the be⸗ 
gloing of religious wiſdom and haf pineſs, 
2. From the preceding Diſcourſe” may be 
reed the abſolute neceſſity of real _ 
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and goodneſs, in order to our acceptance witkr 

God, and final felicity,- Theſe are not re- 
| quired of us by God out of mere pleaſure,' or 
laws which be can ſet aſide or alter, but theic 
acceptableneſs to God is founded in the un- 
changeable nature and relations of things. As 
long as God continues wiſe and good, he will 
approve this way of ating, and condemn the 
contrary. And as long as we are reaſonable 
creatures, we muſt be made wretched by pre- 
vailing wickedneſs and impiety; or happy by 
virtue and religion, When a private family 
can flouriſh and be happy, by diſteſpect to 
0 head of it, by mutual violence, quarrels, 
injuſtice and hatred, by kwdneſs and intem- 
perance; and a wiſe and good parent approve 
_ theſe diſpoſitions and practices in his children 
and ſervants, then, and not till then, may 
we reaſonably ſuppoſe, that the moſt wiſe 
and good God, the common Father of man- 
kind, will approve ingratitude and diſobedi- 
ence to himſelf, injuſtice and violence towards 
others, and an intemperate abuſe of his boun- 
ties; and ceaſe to delight in and make happy 
the pious, grateful, modeſt, benevolent, chaſt, 
and temperate. It is not therefore a matter 
of indifference to us, whether in the preſent 
life we cultivate and eſtabliſh a pious and vir- 
tuous temper, but as abſolutely neceflary to | 
our acceptance with God, as it is certain that 
God 1 is wiſe and 18 


| = „ 
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3. We may further learn from this Diſcourſe | 


the wiſdom Tat daily devotion, prayer and 


praiſe.” By theſe we chiefly keep preſent to 
our minds the great truths and objects of re- 
ligion, the all-pervading preſence, the ſupream 


perfections, and moral Providence of God, his 


unchangeable love of righteouſneſs, and abhor- 


rence of wickedneſs ; and his certain purpoſe 
of gloriouſly rewarding the one, and fully 
puniſhing the other in the next ſtate. That 
we have theſe truths clearly and habitually 


ren to our minds, is neceſſary to our be- : 


aving well in a world of temptations; and 


that we behave well is neceſſary to our accep- 


| tance with God, and our everlaſting felicity. 
Daily therefore to retire from the world, and 
by fixed meditation and warm devotion affect 
our minds with theſe great truths, is of the 
utmoſt importance to our arriving at a ſteddy 
virtue, and enjoying in this life the pleaſures 
of a good conſcience, and a clear ſenſe of the 


onable and a good thing to give thanks unto 
the Lord, and fing praiſes to the moſt high ; to re- 


his faithfulneſs every night. 
4. From what has been offered we LY 


tabliſhes all thoſe great and noble truths that 
T2 Reaſon 


Pal. xcii. 1, 2. 
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divine ' favour, and the never ending rewards 
of goodneſs in the next. It is therefore a rea- 


| Colle&# his loving kindneſs in the n. ane 


ſo learn the great uſefulneſs and virtue of the 
-hriſtian Revelation, which contains and eſ- 
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14 The Reaſonable of "Te igion, 


* 


Reaſon h proved, and hath. ben oor our Reaſon 


to prove ther ſo clearly. T theſe trut 


may be thus diſcoyered and om by 12 5 


yet 05 greateſt men deſtitute of our 

tion failed of diſcovering and proving 1188 
in a clear full and ſatisfying manner, We are 
greatly obliged to the Goſpel for giving us in 


an eaſy manner, and without any mixture of 


error, all the great principles and rules of re- 
ligion and morality, which is a mighty he) 
towards demonſtrating their truth and excel- 


lence, And we are unſpeakably indebted to the 


goodneſs of God, that when the light of Rea- 
ſon was in a great meaſure extinguiſhed among 
the nations, by prevailing error and idolatry, 

o and the world with all it's a0i/dom knew not 
God, he was then pleaſed by the Goſpel 70 
furn men from darkneſs to Aar, and guide 
them through the paths of a rational piety and 
ſolid virtue pi true ſatisfaction here, and ever- 


laſting perfection and happineſs i in he life to 


come. 


— 


- See Cicero de Nat. Deorum. o 1 Cor. i. 2 1. Ads xxyi. 18. 


SERMON 


18 * 
— ACA 


SERMON VII. 


The Allyantages of 19 8 | 


Jo xxi. 135 


What i is the Almighty that we ſhould * him® 
And what profit ä we have if we prey 
unto him: 


5 A VING, in anſwer to the firſt 
_ queſtion of the Text, ſhown in 
the preceding Diſcourſe the rea- 
ſonableneſs of religion, I ſhall 
N now in anſwer to the ſecond 
f ſhow the advantages of it in one of the prin- 
cipal inſtances ; or wha? profit we ſhall have, 
if we pray unto the Alm gbty. Prayer to God, 
which is one main part of a religious temper. 
and an excellent means of cheriſhing it, ſeems 
| here, OY to the common ſtyle of Scrip- 
ture, 


142 The Aduantages Prayer: 
1 ture, to * put for the whole of religion e 
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ment and. adoration of his ar dong and 
ſtudy and celebration of his Works; 3 by con- 
ſtant grateful praiſes for bis conſtant benefits, 
humble and earneſt ſupplications of his favour 
guidance, and ſupplies ; a chearful and pre- 
vailing concern to be approved of him in the 
practice of all goodneſs, and a filial dread of 
offending him by a wicked conduct; and a firm 
dependence on the wiſdom and 2oodneſs of his 
government. for our enjoying all proper good : 
here in a way of well doing; and for receiv- 
ing in the next ſtate his bountiful rewards of 
a yirtue. and piety cultivated and Ka rg in - 
| the pfeſent. 
Taking Prayer in this hve Genifithribiifor 
a religious temper, expreſſed and cheriſhed by 
daily, humble, and grateful --addrefles - tb | 
God, if it be aſked, what profit ſhall e aye. 
Fm it. we can anſwer, the advantages of 
of it are many and great, too many to be 
reckoned in this Diſcourſe; yet it is boped 
enough will be mentioned to prove, that 
it is as much our wiſdom and happineſs 
as our duty to be religious. Let the wiſe 
and confiderate te judge gere a & fre not Rey the 


A 5 a 3 
I RF 1: . I. The 


Os 1 , fegen of TO . 
1 gg 1 leaf and ſatisfaction immedi , 
dee attending 05 ſeveral acts and inſtances 
23 ot tempt, prove it to be profitable that 5 
de pray lo the Aung bty. If good and hapß- 
: [=o be gain, "Wie Wtde ik ye gives theſe 
mu profitable. Pleaſure arĩſes from sc 
Lions win to the nature of the agent; inthe 
preceding Diſcdutſe'we proved: religion to be 
krenſonabſe, the beſt inſtances then of à reat 
ſobable temper ouſt give the hig heſt pleaſure | 
70% rational Being in his right fate. And ex- 
15 855 N what thos appear PO 
WE grandevr PET besbtz f objects and 
Characters ate the chief ſources of the plea- 
ſure we receive in contemplating them. And 
what, objects, or what character, can compare 
for grandeur and beauty with the perfeckions 
and Works of the almighty, which employ 
the attention of the mind in Prayer? Fixedh 
i contemplate an alwiſe, almighty, and infini- 
| teh 7. good. Being, actuating an immenſe uni. 


5 ” verſe, and. upholding and fopplyit nun 


les varieties of creatures; tutning round the 
ſup, darting its beams, and by them inlight. 
: ning and Warming attendant worlds; direc- 
ting the moon in her nightly'courſe, and al 
: thi ſtarry” hoſts in their courſes ; heaving 
the ocean, raifing from it freſh” vapours, and 3 
5 ſending them dow again in fruitful ſhowers; 


Producing continually with infinite abundance 
| nd Variety” herbs _ fruits, and with: them 


cover- - 


U 
BY 
| 
t 4 
+ 
| 
| 
1 


r * 
m4 — TP. 3 9 - WY 


| ' covering the earth; and ig ſuceeflive ge- 
| rations mae into HERE \pnumerablo 

| of our . — s gr "whom. he 

"laſting bleſſedneſs+—To contemplate a 1 wi 

providing for every caſe, ane Gren ng all with 

creation,and. moving thoſe warten 

that roll in it, and unfainting, infy 


|  pxerted, through countlefs.ages ; andelpeciall 
meditate on a goodne(s, e to the Wand 


0 table which: 7. Nele pleads 


Ipties; 39 


train to virtue and piety, and prepare 2 


ee by the affairs of an 1 iyerle, 


rfe& eaſe for the beſt purpoſes ; a power 
29nd to the cpu actuating the 1 5 


municating an of good, inexhay 


by infinite fa} lies continually drawn gan , > 
| 33 by numberſeſs inſtances of folly ano 


ratitude, in the rational creatures of whom 


| he condeſcends. to take the; cate; and Ie 


is. at all. Lf for. e e koa, 


1 


rh bis perfections | 
W 11 5 | 


8 o 2555 a lays ene RY 1 


almighty. wiſdom at { | 
5 . welfare—Say, can there be Braſures - 


equal to what. 


ever N 5 


ariſe from thus 520 our 


thoughts and affeQions ? 525 1 0 15 


N — „„ 
= the preateſt things 


which ingage the 
thoughts and wonder of che irreligious appear 
mean and childiſh, when ſet againſt theſe 
which Prayer daily preſents to the nd of 
the truly devout ? 
Again; how great the plonfites of ante 
3 which riſes in proportion to the worth of the 
favours received, and the generous goodneſs 
of the benefactor | How noble then muſt be, 


| theplraſure of frequently, with a warmth of 


affection, acknowledging our obligations to 
the beſt of Beings! Who made us rational and 
immortal, that we might attain to an immor- 

tality of divine pleaſures; who hath aſſigned 
us but a ſhort time of trial, and made the 
condition of our final bleſſedneſs Obedience to 


commands, which are eſſential to preſent ſell- 


enjoyment, and ee of our nature. 
Who was fo ſtrongly ſet on the deſign of man's 
eternal bleſſedneſs, that the general corruption 
of the world only excited him to recover it, 
from the dominion of vice and of death, by 


the humiliation and death of his own Son. 


Who continually ſupports us in life, ſupplies 
our wants, and guards us from evil. And 


who, t though! conſtantly beholding our ingra- 


titude and diſobedience, bears long with us, 
purſues ſtill his kind defign of preparing us 
for eternal gloty and felicity, and who is ever 
compaſſionate and ready to forgive. To think 
1 as N great God, . "> 

U + x a 4 


1. . 


« be 
* 5 " 4 1 
7 of -wx 
n ++ a l 2 1 CW J 4 
ages . 8 * 9 ct <a 2 4 * I, 


is reconciled to us, and forgives our folly ai 


i TY | She 4 . f Pray 


all nations are but. as tbe tuſt; of. the wills: 


Fea, leſs than nothing, ſhouid be thus attentive 


to our happineſs, What a flame of -grateful 


b love muſt it Kindle; and how noble the plea- 


ſure of indulging the pious affections of ad- 


miration, gratitude and devotion ! Hatch he 
injoyed pleaſures worth naming, who bath 


been an utter Nranger: Ag. ee of this 


bak 5 


3 hes. mekings 5 a * cody "new WW 


and an ingenuous repentance: give inexpreſſible 


eaſe and ſatisfaction to the convinced and hum- 
bled offender, To feel the bad temper of our 


fouls gone, that we. are again affected as we 
| ought to be towards the heſt of beings, and. 
the beſt of parents, are ſtrongly reſolved on a 


right conduct for the future, and can think 
with ſome good degree of aſſurance, that God 


* + X'S 


ingratitude, muſt yield ſatisfactions great as 
the preceding pains. of conſcious guilt, and 
fearful apgrehen lions of Ae e _ 
ſure of God. 


Finally; to 88 8 is in itſelf : 
good and amiable, animated with a view to 


the approbation of God, and by a deſire of 


pleaſing him; to be conſeious to an integrity 


and benevolence acceptable to God, and to 


be able with reaſon to think of ourſelves as 
amiable in his ſight; and having made him 


| returns which his unbounded.” benignity will 


| 4 moſt 
72 "Og Vii. 10. 9 


. | 


AI no be untifully e Car 
_ King, or the flatteries of a court give equal 
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atis factions ? T want room to do full juſtice 


to th argument. Vet what has been ſuggeſt- 
ed is itſelf a ſufficient proof, that it is profi - 


table to pray to God, ſince we cannot be tru- 


Iy religious, but we ſhall immediately 
7 thus 8 | 
Let me only. ad, that it is ſuppoſed. in 
wer to our enjoying theſe ſatisfactions, that 
| we have worthy and amiable apprehenfions of 
God, uncorrupted by a ſour ſuperſtition ; and 
that our hearts be clear from * paſſions 
and ingagements, Gnce other wiſe, theſe will 
hinder our attending to, and being ſoitably 8 
Wied. by the 15 and noble objects 2 re- 
ligion. 
25 There is profit to be found in praying 
to God, becauſe Prayer by a natural influence 
calms our paſſions, and makes us conſiderate 
and wiſe, We more often err in the conduct 
ok life, led aſide by our paſſions, than through | 
unavoidablei ignorance, and the neceſſary obſcu- 
_ rity of future events. Whatever therefore mo- 
derates our paſſions, and makes us cool and de- 
liberate, muſt be greatly profitable. And this 
is done by Prayer, on which account the 1 fear 
of God is juſtly tiled, he begining of wiſdom. 
Have we not often experienced, that in the 


| warmth of paſtion we have approved a parti: 


5 25 N as 1 and 3 which, 
a „„ when, 


4 


a2” . Atboant, oges of Prayer. 5 
when we have conſidered it as about to beex- 
amined by a wiſe and faithful friend, we on 

ſelves have ſeen to be 1 The bach 


thinking what he would judge in the caſe, 
hath ſhown us the faultineſs of it, Thus the 
© perſon accuſtomed to pray to a maſt righteous, , 
good, and wiſe God, for direction and blefling 
in his affairs, will be led to think, are my de- 
ſigns and meaſures fit for ſuch: a Being t ta 1 
ceed? And this thought will go a great way 
to ſhow. * whether Fr: are rIgHt- 0 
wrong. 

Such a one can = fearetly err in life chrowh 
a narrow ſelfiſhneſs, and fordid avarice, who 


is accuſtomed to pray to a God infinitely. he- 


nevolent; whoſe happineſs ariſes from his be- 
ing infinitely communicative of good to his 
creatures; whom therefore if he would re- 
ſemble in excellence and happineſs, it muſt 
be, by having as few wants of his own as 
_ poſſible, and doing as much good to others, 
He cannot eaſily facrifice the uſefulneſs and 
happineſs of life to the mere ſhow of it, who 
is uſed to contemplate and addreſs a God, 
whofe excellence and happineſs conſiſt in wi. 
dom, righteouſneſs, and goodneſs. Nor can 
he readily fink into the indulgences of ſenſe 
and appetite, into ped, a and debauch- 
ery, who frequently by Prayer converſes with 
a moſt wiſe and good God; whoſe natural 
image he bears, and who made him to be 
bappy in knowledge, ak integrity, 
friend. 


antages. 111 Fr. 149 


Sena . 3 beneficence ; who inſtead. of 
—— he ſhould die like the brutes, de 


ſigned him for. an immortality of rational plea - 
fares with angels; ſuch a one therefore can- 
not allow himſelf to live like a brute- „ 

Further; whatever exerciſes the underfinnd. 
ing, and the nobler powers and affections of 


de en. by a natural influence improves them. | 


We can not pray to any purpoſe but we muſt 
de confiderate, uſe reſſection, diſingage our- 


and be affected with — great importance of 
wiſdom, virtue, and goodneſs ; muſt accuſtom 
- ourſelves to. govern our appetites and paſſions, 
8 not be governed 3 If we there 
fore pray often and ſeriouſly, we ſhall become 
- wiſer. and more conſiderate, and acquire 4 
greater command over ourſelves. Are not the 
moſt who miſcarry in life, ruined by a ſtupid 
or gay thoughtleſneſs, or by an = 
- purſuit of the pleaſures of the body? Mut 
not Prayer therefore be greatly profitable, 


ſelves from the burry of ſenſe and paſſion, 165 


vhich accuſtoms us to ſober Ker 5 „ 


ſens our attachment to the meaner pleaſures 
of ſenſe, by giving us a taſte of the noble ſatiſ- 
factions of truth, gratitude, goodneſs and in- 
tegrity? Pleaſures which never impair the con- 
ſtitution, ſtain the character, or hurt the for- 
tune; but on the contrary have the beſt influ- 
| ence on all theſe. If we would therefore, als: 
pecially at our ſetting out in life, eſcape being 
een ene. mean, and + 

1 ruin» 


"IX. 
e 


| their bend over 285 8 meaner, 2 frequent- 
ch employing them in fervent” prayers and 
praiſes to the Almighty.” 
37 It'd eule s Pay unto God: ecauſe 
- Prayer by a natural influence eſtabliſhes dir 
integrity and virtue apainſt temptations; thus 
makes us happy in ourſelves, 'and gains us the 
_ eſteem and confidence of others, which are of ; 
| the utmoſt advantage in life, 7 
As to ourſelves, ſo much Kirtud' is een 
| happineſs,” Temperance, chaſtity," well go- 
verned paſſions, integrity and benevolence ha- 
turally make us happy, as they preferve the 
| health of the body, and are themſelves the 
- health of the ſoul; as they ſecure us the ap- 
probation of our own minds, a good hope of 
the divine favour, and the love of others, and 
| Infpire/a: ſtrong confidence in God, and the 
moſt chearing hopes for futurity and eternity. 
And Prayer naturally increaſes virtue, as it 
keeps i in continual view the almighty. God, 
who is the ſupream patron of virtue, -and the 
ſure and infinite rewarder of it; beſides 
curing his help in the practice. We. Ude | 
pray ſeriouſly and conſtantly but we muſt grow 
better men; for we cannot think of God a- 
ripht, and ſeriouſly regard him, but we muſt - 
be animated to all goodneſs; and we cannot 
| Increaſe in goodneſs, but we muſt increaſe in 
| 2 One * 1888 Prayer is implo- 
' "mg 


A. 


| rinows'p 


200 over our 


' Treac dy: Com 


mine us, as we would not triffle with God, 


to do what is in our power to attain” what 


we defire him to grant as ae greateſt of fa 
vours. Earneſt Prayer to God for others will 


as naturally cheriſh in our boſbins x: warm 
benevolence; cauſing us conſtantiy to regard 


rmed to an active benevolence; Wand eſtas 
bliched virtue. The beging divine aids for 
theſe purpoſes will cheriſh in us a ſtrong 
ſenſe of the worth and importance of theſe 
diſpoſitions, and their acceptableneſs to God, 
encourage us to ſtrive for them, and deter- 


„ that we may acquire 4 5 
„ and be 


88 


the general good, as an event peculiarly plea- 


ſing to God, and exciting us to our utmoſt 


to promote that deſign, which we beſeech 
| the. Almighty to ſucceed, and ourſelves to do 


to thoſe, whom we intreat him to bleſs. 
1 his is the natural influence of Prayer to for- 
ward us in all virtuous practice, and every 


new degree of virtue is a higher degree of in- 
. ward ſatisfaction and ſelf-enjoyment, TP 


Beſides; it as naturally gains us the eſteem 


and confidence of others. As we live-in ſo- 
ciety our ſatisfaction and proſperity will be 


dependent on the regard and good will of the 


N perſons among whom we are convetſant; 
and a great and eftabliſhed credit is ſo much 
certain power and wealth. Nothing renders 
beloved like 8 5 


perſons eſteemed ang 
over _—_ 8 * ſtriet integrity, an op 
„„ : „ Bae 7. 
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ape; and — like — and 
fervent Prayer to a moſt righteous and 
ciful God for exciting us to theſe virtues,” and 
raiſing us above temptations. This muſt in 
part appear from what has bern juſt offered, 
and a fewy reſlertions more den en ally | 
manifeſt. . E pl 22 | 
Can we ſuppoſe chats ri whoindai- 
i: fervent Prayer acknowledges, and com- 
mends himſelf to the Providence and bleſſing 
of a governing God, who direfts all events, 
deligbts in the good and upright, and promi- 
les to be * @ fin and 4 ſhield, to give grace 
and glury, und withbolu no good thing from them 
that this perſon can ſec any great temptation, 
in an opportunity of making conſiderable gain 
by unrighteonſneſs; who is aſſured of obtain- 
ing whatever is really good for him in a way 
of righteouſneſs, and animated by a noble am- 
bition to approve himſeif to a moſt righteous 
and ever preſent God; from whoſe view no 
ſecrecy can conceal, and for the loſs of whoſe 
favour no wealth can recompence ? The de- 
| fire and hope of . ſecuring! Tome good, or a- 
| voiding ſome evil, in a ſhorter and more ef- 
fectual way, than that of plain honeſty, are 
the uſual temptations with n men toi ſtep; aſide 
out of this path. They fancy they will juſt | 
go a little out of the way to gain this advan- 
tage, and then return again 3 but they do not - 
e that one act of falſhood & andiinju ny 
| © ten 


5. Ixxxiv. 11. 


Get nat tote hover, rer fr cat 
EE 


Etbthal eme ment, ihc being elteemted and 
beloved ; and the moll effeCtual tteahs for rg 
ing their fortunes; 042 20 dt Oh ir 


Again * beſides a6; i integrin a * 7 


cottpaſſionateneſy/ df he 


t, and a generous 
ie nee, render perſons excee 


ingly ef. 


was juſt mention 
ts increaſe theſe, ” it = a moſt favourable in4 


bountiful, cotripaſfionate; arid beneficent of all 
Beings; ad this forins bs to u tefermbluncs: of 


thoſe (> exeaeneied; which we admite and love; 


It raiſes us alſo above the vain fear of wanting 


durſelres, what we chatitably give away, and 


| being loſers by a generous beneficence; as it 


aſſures us of the fpecial favour and ſupplies 


of the great Governot of the world, who will 
delight in and make happy his children, that 
ha yew him in goodneſs. 


If therefore it be profitable, . 505 only 10 


enjoy uninterruptedly hs pleaſures of a good 
conſeienee, but to be genetalty beloved, eſ- 
and e 


E Are irretoveribly intang led in vice, and | 
_ diffidneſty. becgtiies their lg character, 
| ind tofibg theilt waer ant loſe the! greuteſt 


| and beloved; 3 and over and above What 
ed of the efficacy of Prayer 


fence upon them, by ingaging us frequently 
0 conteinplate, love and eelebrate the moſt 


m »bfided in; and an uncortrupted 
_— and an extenſive beneficence « are the 
r enn to en us ſo; 3 «than, it is, profita- | 


+ 


God. of boundleſs. power, all compreh 
wiſdom, and inexhauſtible goo 
cCauſes and events. in his bands, "who. will 
nale all tbings to work- together for good to 
the pious and holy, the righteous and merci- 

ful; who will give them every real good, and 
turn aſide from them every real evil, and di- 

tect their paths to the moſt. ſolid ſelf enjoy 
ment here, and to the higheſt felicities of an 
everlaſting. ſtate To commend ourſelves in - 
daily fervent Prayer to this almighty. friend, 
and to be fully aſſured that we are his care; 


- ves to prop. unto the be dinghy _ mille: | 


bo 3 N rende to pray. t the. mig 9, 
becauſe it will produce a noble joy and con- 
fidence in him, and a petmanent chearfulneſs 


and tranquility, amidſt all the uncertainty of 
events. When we call any thing profitable, 
We mean, that it either gives happineſs im- 
mediately, or the means of procuring it; 


Prayer therefore muſt be allowed very profi- 


7 table, which infuſes into the ſoul an exalted 
joy and laſting ſatisfaction. To conſider the 


government of the world as adminiſtred by 5 


dneſs; and all 


who will guide us by his counſel, ſhield us 


by his power, and ſupply us from his treaſures, 
until he bring us to his eternal kingdom and 
5 glory; what noble joy, what ſerenc and laſt- 
ing tranquility. muſt this produce in the hu- 
5 men _— at all the nM, uncenug : 


OP 4 1 $2: and : 


e- #4 ” * Rom. Vii. 1 28 An Iii, rr; i. 1. 


and evils of life! The — weile, 
the e power, ah promiſe. of a king are 
| pared to this a triſſing ſecurity for the pra 
8 e Princes may fail, or change, or _ 


The moſt valuable goods are not in „ 


power to give, ſuch as true wiſdom; the om 
mand over our paſſions, and the joys of an 
increaſing virtue. There are alſo very great 
evils which their influence cannot remove, un- 
ruly paſſions, conſcious guilt and baſeneſs, 
deſerved infamy, ſickneſs, pain, and the dread 
of death. e almighty God, who hath 
Promiſed the good man his favour, and whoſe 
tions he contemplates, and whoſe pro- 

miſes he pleads; in Prayer, can rectify every 
diſorder of body and mind, and ſupply every 
real good to both. His wiſdom cannot miſ- 
take what is beſt for us, nor his power be o- 
_ veruled,: nor his goodneſs and faithfulneſs fail. 
What joy then can compare with his, who 
daily conſiders himſelf as the charge of this 

God, and exults in the aſſurances of his pro- 


7 


tection, conduct, and bounty, while he hall 


be continued here, and of being ſoon raiſed by 
bim to the fulneſs of joy? Nay, the diſtreſs, 


85 barer and wretchedneſs which prevail 
among thoſe who are without hope in God, 


1 him enjoy the more his own. ſeeutity 
under the divine favour. Like him who ſafe 
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” 2 


5 on ſhore, can fearleſs ſee the tempeſt riſe; and 
heat it roar; and when he beholds others toſ- 


"8 and- ſhipwrecked, more . feels his 
2 184; e 5 2 e own 35 


a Fo 


ſafferings and dange ers! % bis ** 62865 4 Sit! 
In all the es babes of 91 
wwe may have from Prayer, 1 have ene 
myſelf to the natural influence of it on our 
minds, and to prefent- experience; and all 
wha maſh try may * hank know the truth 
ef the aſſertion, and the advantage of the/prac- 
_ tice. This 1 have done, becauſe the perſons who 
| aſked the queſtion, muſt be: ſuppoſed oper 
little regard to the promiſes of Revelation: 
But une __ fenfble and experienced ad. 
nen 
. If we cars | truſt wy 4 chatte dictateß : 
of Reaſon, or to the moſt expreſs promiſes of 
; Revelation, a religious temper and conduct, 
vill certainly procure for us. peculiar goidanee, 
aſſiſtances, and ſupplies from an ever preſent 
God, though we nen e ee 
knam and aſſign them. | 
_ ++ Reaſon affures us with the fulleſt 1 ce, 
| that 2 moſt wiſe, righteous, good, all-pow- 
 erful, and omnipreſent God, the povernor of 
the world, muſt: approve and de ight in the 
bumble, grateful, righteous and good, wha 
acknowledge his providence and government, 
end ſtudy to pleaſe him, If God approve 
and aelipht- i in bimfelf on account of his mo- 
ral perfections, he will conſequently be plea- 
ſed with his reaſonable creatures, in propor- 
tion as they reſemble him in theſe; and by 
proper * to 9 encourage that 
5 2 5 
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And Revelation authorizes 
| Lord with all bine beart, HEN ea, not. 9 th 
doe bim, and be ſhah I dire tby, patbs. Tb 


'$ omon adviſes, to whom God in auſwer 5 
his Prayer granted wiſdom, ſuperior to that ol 


| And a greater than he, the 
1 . God. Pe. Same * from God into the 
FC 
in ſecret, our Father e e Fe 
ward us openly. And if earthly Flags yo 
Jets give. Foe CO Ee gifts #0 "their children, cb! 72 
Jill our Father gie good. things, Faq 
pecially 105 bahy 700 . rt, to them that © 


AF Nt ye ſhall. receive, ſeek and. ye. ſpall finds 


ve us this day. our daily bread, 
ed A — A dee but 1 ven us from 
evil. - Which inſtructions anc Ps miſes a- 
| buodantly conficm the extenſive rections: and 
encouragements @ of his inſpired. Apoſtle. .” Be 
jul for nothing, but in every thing byProyer, 


and. ſupp plication, worth 2 let your re- 
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nce_ by ieee the minds of the i 
2 50 to el rudent and ſuccefsful meaſures, 
and exciting and encouraging them to purſuits 
really ood ; ;orelſc turning them aſide from ſuch 
as would | prove hurtful and tuinous By fa. 
W dior the minds of others towards 
prefencing to their” minds theit good 
mae f the moſt advantageous light, or 
| fihing t thei eir diſpleaſure, and the like. God 
5 5 oats preſent with all human 
minds, and regulates the rife and ontinuance 
of our idkas and thoughts, may very often 
teally, though to us imperceptit ly, do this. 
If upon bur humble Prayer in fickneſs, the 
mind of the Phyfcian be directed to a fucceſs- 
ful preſcription, the reward to Prayer i is as 
real, as if we were cured by a Miracle. If in 


25 Foes to a pious temper and life, the minds 


of the rich are inclined to ſupply us in diſtreſs, 
the profit of Prayer is as ri las as if like Eli ab 
we were fed * a miracle. And if a pious 

8 a i Ab 5 1 


N 4 x. 15, a „% | 5 


dee. antoger of TO, _ 
. Perſon abe. ſeeretly. diverted. from 2 


oy 0 e = which would baye proved fatal BY 5 


1 profit of Prayer is ag real, as if he 
9 itted to ſet out to ſea, and en 
lie Sens been ſaved by a miracle, | 
Ass it is moſt agreeable to the wiſe and uni. 
4 orm conduct of divine Providence, net 
to interpoſe ſenſibly and miraculouſly, but 
in ſuch / ſecret way to influence the hu- | 
man heart; and as the ways of doing this are 
' many more than we can aſſign, we may cer- 
tainly conclude Prayer to be greatly profitable, 
when both Reaſon and Revelation promiſe ſuch 
"4 peculiar. fayour, guidance, 97 5 and protec- 
tion from a governing God, to thoſe who pray 
to him, and regularly truſt in him. The {crip- 
ture biſtory furniſhes various inſtances of this 
kind interpoſition, and teaches. us, to trace 
the benefit to the real author, in the caſes of 
Srabam, Laac, Jacob, Foſeph, Mo es, David, 
. Chriſt and his Apoſtles. And the experience, 
and obſervation of the pious and conſiderate, 
will furniſh them with many more, wherein 


| the kind direction of Providence has been e- 


vident to themſelves, though not ſo clear to o- 
thers; and wherein they have been able to fay 
with a rational affurance—<. This bleſſing 1 
« owed to the peculiar fayour of God—and 

« this deliverance. was a ſenſible reward to 
Prayer and a pious truſt,” But I muſt 
leave theſe hints to be purſued in your own. 
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de Os de HD A prod 
and especially when death approathes. Whar 
Cate atid comfort have we found, by gif: 
 thenipg our ſorrows into'the boſon of a\.wilt _ 
and cordial friend; whatanpalſpea kably * 
er telief muſt it yield topour Beep NR FR 1 
Inflaitely wife 171 3501 Father, 5 boun⸗ 
ty and compaffjon are the pfeareſt conceiyabls, | 
and his power equal to his goodneſs?! The pion: 
foul no longer feels the wei, by of its Gates | 
and troubles, when it has chus ca them up. 
on the Lord. Sickneſs,  loffes, and diſap ppoint- | 
ments, .are no longer felt as ovils ha con- 
fidered as really directed by the 51 preme wits 
dom and goodneſs for our greateſt 5585 and 
when we have earneftly prayed to that God, 
| who, hath, promiſed. to comfort and ſu 
us, and to deliver us in the beſt time. 4b _ 
ſubject to pain, fickneſs, and fortows of various 
kinds; is the condition of all; \ to ſecure thete- 
fore by Prayer theſe divine confolarions, is 1 
the wiſdom of all. 7 
And then nothing is more certain, forget it 
as. We may, than that we muſt all ſoon die; 
and that wealth, friends, pleaſu res, and na- 
tutal fortitude, all fail us at n The ir- 
religious, who have lived without God in the 
world, with reaſon tremble at the thoughts 
of entering bis immediate preſence, and ap- 5 
| * before him as their Judge.” 08 


vec . 22.— pet. v. 7 


er of Prayer. _ mw 
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Ir anged from the latisfaQtions 1 
zone Gough devotion, and wholly poſſeſt by f 
wWoaly cares and ſenſual pleaſures, they have 
0 daſte or diſpoſition for a ſpiritual and 45 
dne bappineſs, and no hope of enjoying it; 
hut unable to delight themſelves any longer 
Here, are forced into. another ſtate, under an 
abſolute deſpair of being happy therein. Con- 
ſeious to no concern for pleaſing: God in life, 
but to numberleſs inſtances of ingratitude and 
diſobedience, they ſtand ſhuddering and full 
ol horror on the brink of eternity, yet muſt - 
plunge into it, and with apprehenſions of 
inking into miſeries great as their paſt. uilt 
an ingtatitude. TRE” Rt IS 
_ +, Whereas the "good man, . "th *, 7 
ait bout Lceafing, and in every thing, given thanks: 
and been thus inabled to maintain warm, 
through out life, a concern to pleaſe God, 
and to keep himſelf. in his love; haying been 
ma wellaccuſtomed to the pleaſures of devotion, of 
_ contemplating the perfections, and works, and 
word of God, to the pleaſures of gratitude 
hope in bim, and a ſenſe of his appro- 
bation 3 and knowing theſe to be the "moſt 
valuable. ſatisfactions that a reaſonable Being 
can enjoy, and that they are poſſeſt i in the 
higheſt degree in heaven, it is no grief to 
him to quit the mean pleaſures of the body, 
when he quits! with it all its evils and imper- 
b e fections. 


Sou 4 5 5 


2 men v. 17. -le. Lei 23. 


Yo face Fas God, n n 6 nn, 1 br 
thronph the veil ef fleſh, and poof 
lus d bon pine Br n be Dort; and of 
beyond all doubt aſſured of thefr ap- 


zope of Whoſe favour now 1 
uch tranſpoits' bim; and of knowi „ov 
bogs praifing and adoring them in perfection, 
from whom he hath received ſuch divine con- 
ſolations in his imperfect devotions her 
_ ® Commending therefore hit ſpirit into the hands 
of bis heavenly Father, Prayer, which hath © 
greatly contributed to prepare his foul! for 
Heaven, | tranſports him to the joys of the 
Aivine preſence, and the bliſs of inmortali- 
| 19 For ö 15 9 5 AFL 
: Ty, As Prayet lui the tout to the "EY 
nels expected after death, and thus by tbe 
divine promiſe gives us a title to __ 
It is 19fititely profitable to pray tothe Almighty. = 
Reaſon convinces us, that the ſoul which hith 
of choice lived always eſtranged from God, 
and ſaid to the Abnighty, depart from , And 
is thus grown abſolutely unfit for the joys of 
His preſence, muſt forever want chem. Aja 
| alſo convinces us, that the perſon, who _ 
when tried, whether e the * 185 
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acen, ſhall certainly enjoy it The 
goodneſ of God determining hi ; 
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mele happy all bis creatures, who are fit 

IS deſign. 5 
n onfirt aſſures happineſa, euere ' 
ng happen, MM. the ME: 1 8 
and — fk into the 9 4 world, and | 
* there enjoy forever—what 4 
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prot er 1 ig We can wich trivenpl 
them, TH Is is the PROFIT they h 

pray 70 G0; for the repeated and exp 

miles of this we praiſe him now, and in hope 


Hin 


of the full accompliſhment” your call pon | m . 


| as long as wwe Mb. 


| To poloads xl todo this h the anly Ps 


bier that 1 (hall ae of his ſubje 


k ſuch be the profit, and theſe the rewards 


of Prayer, let us begin and cloſe every day 
with ſecret fervent devotibn. Let us delighit 


to retreat from the world, and to converſe 5 


with God on the Lord's day. Let us oft 


meditate on bis works, and on his word. Let 
good things of 


us entich the reliſh of the 
life by a ſenſe of his goodneſs in them, and 
by the hope of far better bleſſings to eternity. 


Let us raiſe the conduct of life hy a conſtant 

to his approbation; and ſecute ſolid 
ſupports under all the evils of: it, and divine 

aids for the practice of our various duties, 


by humble and fervent addreſſes to the Father 


of mercies. And if we would ſucceed, let 1 


us remember, that formal and ſpiritleſs pe 


titions and praiſes will not procure theſe bleſ- 5 
ſings. Unleſs our underſtandings, our hearts, 
and affections are exerciſed in our devotions, | 
we cannat expect the natural fruits and ad- 


_ vantages of having our ſouls thus employed. 
Nor. will a bars bodily ſervice without the 
beart. 
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e here, and be band. to > enjoy t a em 
"Ts tion forever. We muſt reſolve, that 
our general conduct ſhall correſpond with our 
Prayers; and that we will not by a wicked 
and unrighteous behaviour affront that moſt 
holy and good Being, whoſe favour we ſee! Eh: 7 1 
by Prayer. In ſhort, to become thoroughly _ 3 3 
1 muſt be the buſineſs and delight of . 1 
We not nerely a talk to which we ſubmit, | bs: 5 
. , and take melt . 
: , dependence, : WL 
aſs M 
ence diffuſe | 3 ul 
_ themſelves through our whole temper and 5 1 
conduct. Then ſhall we know in a lower 
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degree here the 3 and the profit of _ 7 
Prayer; and at that haſtening hour, when A FR 

| all the hopes of the irreligious and all the 1 
profits of fin ſhall ceaſe forever, we ſhall! 
= experience it to have been a moſt wiſe an! 
reaſonable part, that we have. ſerved the I. 
2 z and infinitely profitable that we 1 
have p raged unto him; being as happy as 3 

| power in conjunction with equal _ 3X. 0 
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